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POSTCARD  COMPETITION. 


In  a  recent  trade-mark  case  before  the  House  of  Lords,  one 
of  the  learned  Lords  in  the  course  of  his  judgment  said  it 
was  not  very  ea9y  bo  invent  a  word  which  could  be  accepted 
as  a  trade-mark.  The  word  "  Solio "  fer  a  photographic 
paper  was  considered  an  invented  word  within  the  meaning 
of  the  Act.  We  offer  one  guinea  for  the  best  "invented 
word"  for  any  kind  of  article  sold  by  chemists  and  drug- 
gists which  may  be  sent  to  us  on  a  postcard  during  the 
month  of  September. 


OUR    DIARY    FOR  1899. 

The  "  C.  &  D.  Diary"  Is  used 

Every  day  of  the  year, 

All  the  year  round. 

In  thousands  of  pharmacies 

In  every  country  In  the  world. 

The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary,  1899,  will  begin  a  fourth 
decade  of  that  sine  qua,  non,  and  we  anticipate  making  it  better 
than  its  predecessors.  We  have  to  look  far  ahead  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  it,  because  it  takes  six  weeks  or  more  to  reach  C.  <£-  D. 
subscribers  m  remote  parts  of  the  earth,  and  we  like  everyone  to 
have  the  Diary  in  hand  oy  Christmas-time,  so  that  he  may  make 
it  ready  for  use  on  the  first  day  of  the  new  year.  By  next  month 
we  shall  be  putting  it  to  press.  We  give  this  early  notice  of  the 
matter  111  order  that  business  houses  may  get  ready  their  adver- 
tisements for  th3  Diary.  There  are,  we  understand,  many 
regular  advertisers  with  us  who  prefer  to  give  special  orders  for 
tneir  Diary  advertisements,  and  we  strongly  recommend  them  to 
inform  our  Publisher  without  delay  what  space  they  wish  to 
have  reserved.  It  will  ply  to  take  pains  in  drafting  the  Diary 
advertisements  Each  one  speaks  to  buyers  every  business  day 
ot  trie  year  all  the  year  round  ;  therefore  it  is  good  to  make  the 
advertisement  comprehensive,  explicit,  and  illustrative  of  the 
cruet  goods  and  bjst  bargains  the  advertiser  has  to  offer.  We  see 
to  the  indexing  by  entering  every  article  advertised  in  the 
encyclopedic  "Buyers'  Guide,"  which  is  not  the  least  valuable 
business  feature  of  the  Diaby 


Summary, 


to   chemists  are    reported  on 


MORE  WlNE-LICENCES 

pp.  440-41. 

Metric  Weights  and  Measures  can  now  be  officially 
verified  (p.  455). 

Some  Pharmaceutical  Reminiscences  of  the  Cuban 
war  appear  on  p.  451. 

A  New  York  Correspondent  sends  some  of  the  latest 
Gotham  notions  (p.  460). 

A  Brief  Statement  of  the  reasons  for  the  scarcity  of 
cascarilla  is  given  on  p.  455. 

Dr.  Luf-F  and  the  West  Surrey  Coroner  make  some  «om- 
ments  on  "female  pills  "(p.  438). 

That  Gregory's  Powder-question  is  not  yet  settled. 
Two  chemists  discuss  it  on  p.  462. 

Ltnseed-meal  must  be  crushed  linseed  in  Ireland 
(.p.  442) ;  but  it  may  be  ground  linseed-cake  in  Scotland 
(p.  447). 

Thb  Winter  Session  has  be^n  commenced  by  pharma- 
ceutical associations  at  Arbroath  (p.  442)  and  Dewsbury 
(p.  440). 

The  New  German  Trade-mark  Law  comes  into  force 
on  October  1.  British  holders  of  such  marks  should  see  t» 
it  (p.  455). 

Mr.  J.  C.  Umnet  brings  his  valuable  criticism  of  the 
galenical  pharmacy  of  the  new  B.P.  to  an  end  by  discussing 
extracts  (p.  458). 

A  Horse  and  an  ox  visit  chemists'  shops,  and  a  flock 
of  sheep  invade  a  laboratory.  The  ox  only  did  no  damage 
(pp.  439-40). 

The  German  Apotheker-verein  had  a  lively  meeting  at 
Cologne,  a  section  of  the  members  strongly  objecting  to  the 
Society's  AroMv  (p.  443). 

Fifty-five  Samples  of  Drugs  sold  at  Hampstead  wer-e 
examined  by  the  public  analyst  during  the  past  year,  and  all 
are  found  to  be  genuine  (p.  438). 

The  Manufacturers  of  the  Acme  Weed-killer  have 
been  fined  under  the  Pharmacy  Act  for  selling  that  pre- 
paration without  due  formality  (p.  446). 

Some  Facts  in  regard  to  pharmaceutical  education  in 
Canada  and  the  United  States,  supplementary  to  our 
Educational  Issue,  will  be  found  on  p.  454. 

A  Biographical  Note  respecting  Dr.  Daniel  Morris, 
F.L.S.,  of  Kew,  who  has  been  appointed  to  an  important  new 
post  in  the  West  Indies,  is  printed  on  p.  450. 

The  Capb  Medical  and  Pharmacy.  Boards  have  com- 
promised on  the  Bill  which  proposes,  amongst  other  things, 
to  put  down  counter-prescribing  and  paralyse  the  sale  of 
patent  medicines  (p.  444). 

Canadian  Medical  Men  recognise  the  new  British 
Pharmacopoeia,  and  urge  upon  the  Dominion  Government  to 
make  it  legal  on  a  certain  date  (p.  456).  The  Cape  Colony 
Pharmacy  Board  have  adopted  a  similar  resolution  (p.  444). 

Some  Scholars  who  have  investigated  the  matter  have 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  alleged  discovery  of  the 
uses  of  antimony  by  Basil  Valentine  are  fictitious,  and  that 
it  is  doubtful  evjn  whether  such  a  person  ever  lived  (p.  455). 

"  The- MARKETS  show  decided  improvement  this  week. 
Confidence  appears  to  be  restored,  and  buyers  are  purchas- 
ing more  freely.  German  camphor  has  been  advanced  \4. 
per  lb.,  quicksilver  is  easier  in  second  hands,  and  shellac  is 
dearer.    Cocaine  is  also  tending  higher  (p.  465). 

Sir  William  Crookes  in  his  presidential  address  to  the 
British  Association  at  Bristol  on  Wednesday  evening  has 
astonished  the  world  by  his  versatility.  He  gave  a  masterly 
statement  of  the  wheit  supply,  showing  a  deficit  of 
103,000,000  bushels  in  the  coming  year,  but  declare!  thai 
chemists  would  be  equal  to  the  emergency,  and  afterwjrdi 
dealt  with  pure  science  matters  (p.  452). 

B 


438 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


September  10,  1898 


iSnglteb  Bern 


Local  netvspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Ho  Adulterated  Drugs  at  Hampstead. 
Mr.  A.  W.  Stokes,  public  analyst  for  Hampstead,  in  his 
annual  report,  states  that  fifty-five  samples  of  drugs,  com- 
prising about  twenty  different  articles,  some  of  them  stock 
drugs,  others  made  up  from  special  prescriptions  had  been 
examined.  In  all  cases  they  were  found  to  be  genuine,  of 
full  strength,  and  propeily  compounded.  In  no  case  was  a 
cheaper  material  substituted  for  any  part  of  a  drug  asked 
for.    Disinfectants  also  proved  to  be  of  full  strength. 

Store-prices. 

The  only  alteration  in  prices  to  be  noted  in  the  September 
issue  of  the  Army  and  Navy  Stores'  price-list  is  that  of 
antipyrin,  which  has  been  reduced  to  Is.  6d.  an  ounce.  The 
following  are  additions  to  stock: — 

Amiral  soap-tablets  per  box  of  2,  7s.  ;  Anti-Kammia  (stamped), 
■per  packet,  4s.  2d. ;  antipyrin  powders,  per  doz.,  5  gr.  6d.,  10  gr. 
9d.,  15  gr.  Vs.,  20  gr.  Is.  5d.;  Byrrh,  tonic  wine,  per  bottle,  2s.  8d.; 
aerators,  3s.  each  ;  sparklets,  per  doz.,  Is.  6(7. ;  tablets  of  soda, 
potash,  and  seltzer  (for  use  with  sparklets),  Is.  per  bottle  ;  tablets 
of  lithia,  Is.  6d.  per  bottle. 

Female  Pills. 

At  an  inquest  held  at  Milford,  near  Godalming,  by  the 
West  Surrey  Coroner  (Mr.  G.  F.  Koumieu),  the  circumstances 
relating  to  the  mysterious  death  of  a  young  married  woman 
were  investigated.  The  Coroner  at  the  outset,  addressing 
the  representatives  of  the  Press,  said  that  during  the  hearing 
certain  evidence  would  be  given  as  to  something  which 
deceased  took,  and  he  asked  them  to  abstain  from  naming 
the  drug  used  and  the  effect  it  had  in  certain  cases, 
as  he  thought  it  was  not  to  the  public  interest  that  such 
information  should  be  given.  Evidence  was  then  given 
showing  that  the  deceased  woman  was  pregnant,  and  had 
taken  some  pills  to  procure  abortion.  Dr.  Hall,  who  was 
called  in  by  the  husband  on  deceased  becoming  alarmingly 
ill,  said  he  found  that  a  child  had  been  born.  The  deceased 
woman  admitted  she  had  taken  some  pills,  and  a  box  was 
discovered,  upon  which  was  a  label  stating  that  the  contents 
were  "  Female  pills,"  and  were  made  by  a  physician  formerly 
of  the  "  Woman's  Hospital,"  Soho  Square. 

Dr.  Luff,  of  St.  Mary's  Hospital,  on  behalf  of  the  Treasury, 
gave  a  report  of  his  post-mortem  examination.  His  opinion 
was  that  death  was  due  to  septicemia  and  septic  peritonitis 
following  and  consequent  on  abortion  caused  by  the  pills 
deceased  had  taken.  He  found  that  she  had  taken  about 
thirtv-seven  of  the  pills.  Questioned  as  to  a  certain  powder 
which  the  deceased  had  purchased,  the  doctor  said  it 
was  worthless.  The  Coroner:  They  charge  Is.  6d.  for  it. 
Dr.  Luff :  It  is  worth  the  tenth  part  of  a  farthing.  The 
Coroner :  These  things  are  sold  in  order  to  get  money  out  of 
the  pockets  of  simple  people.  Dr.  Luff  said  no  drug  was 
capable  of  bringing  about  abortion.  If  that  result  were  ob- 
tained, in  all  probability  the  death  of  the  patient  would 
ensue. 

The  Coroner  said  this  substance  was  prepared  by  a  doctor 
from  a  woman's  hospital,  and  there  was  a  Government 
stamp  of  Is.  \\d.  upon  it.  He  thought  it  was  wrong  for  the 
Inland  Revenue  to  take  money  upon  the  sale  of  such  noxious 
substances. 

The  jury  returned  a  verdict  in  accordance  with  the 
medical  evidence,  and  added  a  rider  urging  that  legislation 
was  desirable  to  stop  the  sale  of  such  medicaments,  and 
that  it  should  be  immediately  enforced. 

Wanted — a  Disinfectant. 

The  agenda-paper  for  the  meeting  of  the  Clerkenwell 
Vestry  for  September  8  contains  the  following  notice  of 
motion  by  Mr.  Putnam : — 

That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  Public  Health  Committee  to 
procure  an  efficient  substitute  for  the  disinfection  of  the  dust- 
bins in  place  of  the  carbolic  powder  which,  according  to  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  is  useless. 


Where,  somebody  asks,  is  the  good  old  chloride  of  lime  ? 
That  surely  would  not  come  under  the  sweeping  assertion 
of  Dr.  John  Glaister  that  it  was  a  danger  instead  of  a  blessing, 
"  because  so-called  disinfecting-powder  puts  the  people  iD  a 
condition  of  false  security.  They  imagine  that  the  deodoriser 
is  a  disinfectant,  and  thus  cover  up  putrid  matter  with  the 
powder,  and  think  they  are  safe,  whilst,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
the  danger  is  still  existent."  Dr.  Glaister,  however,  only  said 
this  with  regard  to  the  pink  powder ;  the  grey,  he  said,  was 
better.  But  here  is  a  chance  for  the  scientist  to  discover  a 
combined  deodoriser  and  disinfectant. 

Magisterial  Caution. 

Some  magistrates  are  very  particular  as  to  the  summonses 
they  grant.  In  fact,  they  half  try  the  case  before  it  is  presented 
to  them  "  in  due  form."  On  Saturday  Mr.  Arthur  Liddall 
Bridge,  inspector  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  for  the 
Middlesex  County  Council,  asked  Mr.  D'Eyncourt,  at  North 
London  Police  Court,  for  a  summons  against  a  chemist  for 
selling  "liniment  camphoras  "  which  was  not  of  the  nature 
I  and  substance  demanded,  and,  consequently,  was  sold  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  purchaser.  Mr.  D'Eyncourt :  In  what  way 
was  it  not  correct  ?  Mr.  Bridge  :  The  British  Pharmacopoeia 
says  that  the  oil  shall  be  olive  oil  and  not  (as  the  analyst 
says  this  is)  cotton-seed  oil.  Mr.  D'Eyncourt :  Have  you 
the  British  Pharmacopoeia  with  you  ?  Mr.  Bridge :  No,  sir. 
Mr.  D'Eyncourt :  Have  you  the  analyst's  certificate  1  Mr. 
Bridge:  Not  here.  Mr.  D'Eyncourt :  I  must  have  both 
before  I  will  grant  the  summons ;  and  Mr.  Bridge  left  saying 
he  would  make  his  application  on  another  day.  This  pre- 
caution on  the  part  of  the  Magistrate  is  a  wise  one,  because 
it  has  a  tendency  to  save  the  time  and  the  money  of  the 
people  involved,  and,  to  an  extent,  prevent  "  vexatious  "  liti- 
gation. 

An  Overdose  of  Sulphonal. 

On  September  2  an  inquest  was  held  at  Hampstead  on  the 
body  of  Emma  Mary  Norman,  who  died  on  August  31. 
Deceased  was  in  the  habit  of  taking  sulphonal  for  sleepless- 
ness, and  after  having  taken  some  sulphonal  tabloids  on  the  day 
before  her  death  she  went  to  sleep  and  never  regained 
consciousness.  Dr.  Cunnington,  who  attended  her,  said 
the  dose  of  sulphonal  was  30  gr.,  and  it  was  regarded  as  a  safe 
drug.  The  deceased  probably  took  75  gr.  She  was  in  a 
weak  condition,  and  death  was  due  to  syncope,  brought  on 
by  congestion  of  the  lungs  and  an  overdose  of  sulphonal. 
The  jury  returned  a  verdict  of  death  from  misadventure. 

Poisoned  by  Elliman's. 
At  Bedford,  on  August  1,  a  boy  named  Arthur  Roberts 
drank  about  k  oz.  of  Elliman's  embrocation.  He  was 
removed  to  the  infirmary,  where  he  recovered,  and  was  dis- 
charged a  few  days  afterwards.  He  was  re  admitted,  how- 
ever, on  August  15,  suffering  from  acute  inflammation  of  the 
stomach  ;  collapse  followed,  and  he  died  on  August  28.  An 
inquest  was  held,  and  the  doctor  stated  that  the  post-mortem 
revealed  signs  of  recent  peritonitis  and  a  large  perforated 
ulcer  in  the  stomach,  probably  caused  by  an  irritant  poison, 
such  as  the  embrocation.  A  verdict  in  accordance  with  the 
medical  testimony  was  returned. 

Assaulting  a  Chemist. 
At  Rugby  Petty  Sessions,  on  August  26,  Tom  Costello 
music-hall  artist,  was  charged  with  assaulting  Charles 
Robert  Storer,  chemist,  Coventry,  at  Rugby  Station,  on 
July  31 ;  and  there  was  a  further  summons  against  de- 
fendant for  using  obscene  language  on  the  railway  company's 
premises  on  the  same  date.  Mr.  Storer  said  he  was  standing 
on  Rugby  platform  when  defendant,  with  his  wife  and  child, 
who  had  come  by  train  from  Birmingham,  passed.  Con- 
plainant,  hearing  a  bottle  drop,  and  thinking  it  was  the 
baby's  milk-bottle,  remarked  sympathetically  that  the  child 
would  have  to  go  on  without  a  further  supply  of  milk.  De- 
fendant immediately  attacked  him,  knocking  him  down 
several  times,  blacking  his  eyes,  and  reducing  one  side  of 
his  face  almost  to  a  pulp.  Corroborative  evidence  was  given, 
and  Mr.  Masser,  on  behalf  of  his  client,  expressed  regret, 
but  said  the  case  had  been  exaggerated.  The  Bench  con- 
sidered the  assault  unprovoked  and  brutal,  and  the  language 
used  disgusting,  and  fined  defendant  61.  3s.,  including  costs. 
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Charge  against  an  Analytical  Chemist. 
At  Hull  Police  Court,  on  September  1,  Wallace  Jenkins, 
an  analytical  chemist,  was  remanded  on  a  charge  of 
woundinghis  wife.  He  went  home  early  the  previous  morning 
and  proposed  to  Mrs.  Jenkins  that  they  should  die  together. 
He  thereupon  cut  her  throat  with  a  razor,  and  inflicted 
other  wounds,  subsequently  lighting  a  cigarette,  and  going 
off  coolly  with  the  police. 

Various  Thefts. 

At  Kidderminster  Police  Court,  on  August  31,  Albert 
Sadler  was  sentenced  to  two  months'  bard  labour,  and 
Ernest  Cooke  to  six  weeks'  hard  labour,  for  breaking  open  a 
showcase  and  stealing  31.  woith  of  artificial  teeth,  the  pro- 
perty of  Mr.  Macintosh,  High  Street,  Kidderminster. 

At  Chatham  Police  Court,  on  September  2,  a  lad  named 
Bertie  Hood  was  charged  with  stealing  a  cake  of  transparent 
soap  and  fnur  tins  of  sherbet  from  the  shop  of  Messrs.  D. 
Melia  &  Co.,  drysalters  and  patent-medicine  vendors, 
Chatham.  The  lad  was  ordered  to  receive  six  strokes  with 
the  birch  rod. 

George  Bray  was  charged  at  Walsall  on  September  5  with 
stealing  a  tin  of  saline,  a  tin  of  extract  of  meat,  and  a  tin  of 
paint,  value  Is.  6d.,  from  Messrs.  Magor  (Limited),  druggists, 
3  Park  Street.  Accused  was  employed  as  porter,  and  was 
seen  to  leave  the  premises  shortly  after  midnight  on  Friday. 
When  questioned  by  the  police  he  said  he  had  been  on 
business,  but  he  was  taken  to  the  manager,  who  found  upon 
him  the  stolen  articles.  Ten  shillings  and  costs,  or,  in 
default,  fourteen  days'  hard  labour. 

The  lad  Samuel  Tweedale,  who,  as  stated  in  our  issue  of 
August  27,  was  charged  with  stealing  91.  2s.  3d.  from 
Messrs.  Waller  &  Mclntyre,  chemists,  Rochdale,  was  again 
brought  before  the  Magistrates  on  August  2t^  It  was  now 
stated  that  the  lad,  who  had  previously  been  in  the  employ 
of  Messrs.  Thomas  &  Son,  chemists,  Rochdale,  used  a 
bicycle  belonging  to  a  Mr.  Simpson  without  permission.  He 
damaged  the  machine,  and  a  claim  for  the  payment  of 
21.  5s.  being  made,  prisoner  stole  the  money  and  handed 
21.  5s.  of  it  to  the  keeper  of  a  coffee-house  to  give  to  Simp- 
son. It  transpired  that  the  bicycle  had  only  been  tempo- 
rarily repaired  at  a  cost  of  12s.,  and  the  claim  for  21.  5s. 
was  characterised  by  the  lad's  solicitor  as  an  imposition. 
The  lad  was  bound  over,  under  the  First  Offenders  Act,  to 
come  up  for  judgment  if  called  upon. 

The  War  in  Upper  Holloway. 

The  battle  of  the  drug-stores  in  Upper  Holloway  shows  no 
sign  of  coming  to  an  end.  Mr.  Blackham  is  now  giving 
away  with  every  Q^d,  box  of  carbolic  tooth-powder  three 
tablets  of  toilet-soap  or  a  tooth-brush,  as  may  be  desired. 
To  purchasers  of  a  shilling  stick  of  his  shaving-soap  he 
gives  a  razor,  which,  if  found  unsatisfactory,  may  be  re- 
turned, and  the  purchaser  can  have  his  shilling  back  again, 
with  the  soap  thrown  in.  "  And  this,"  says  Mr.  Blackham, 
"  is  only  the  beginning." 

Chemist's  Window-smash. 

A  runaway  horse  did  considerable  damage  to  the  shop- 
window  of  Mr.  J.  Greaves,  chemist,  Cowbridge  Road,  Cardiff, 
last  week.  The  horse  was  attached  to  a  lurry  belonging  to 
a  furniture-remover,  and,  through  a  pin  becoming  displaced, 
the  shafts  dropped  to  the  ground,  and  the  frightened  horse 
dashed  off  with  the  shafts  dangling  at  its  heels.  In  trying 
to  turn  the  corner  the  animal  ran  with  great  force  into  the 
window  of  Mr.  Greaves's  establishment.  Backing  out 
again,  the  animal  proceeded  on  its  wild  career,  but  was 
fortunately  stopped  without  doing  further  damage.  Beyond 
shattering  one  of  the  large  sheets  of  plate  glass,  one  of  the 
glass  window-shelves,  and  one  of  the  interior  cases,  little 
damage  was  done,  the  large  carboys  happily  remaining 
undisturbed. 

A  Water-famished  Chemist. 
Among  the  sufferers  from  the  water-famine  in  the  East- 
end  of  London  is  Mr.  Samuel  Dean,  chemist,  of  Bow.  A 
letter  from  him  in  the  Daily  Chronicle  of  September  3 


states  that  "there  is  not  sufficient  to  delher  water  in  a 
cistern  I  have  only  14  feet  from  the  pavement.  Yet  they 
say,  '  Get  storage  cisterns.'  In  this  ciowded  neighbourhood 
the  distress  owing  to  want  of  water  is  indescribable.  Men 
have  to  go  to  work  unwashed,  children  to  school  the  same. 
Where  the  damage  will  end  no  one  can  tell  Let  the  com- 
pany remember  the  cholera  epidemic  in  1866  !  " 

Sheep  in  the  Laboratory. 

At  Workington  one  day  last  week  a  flock  of  sheep  left 
the  street  and  invaded  the  che  ideal-laboratory  attached 
to  the  Board  schools.  A  bottle  cf  sulphuric  acid  aDd 
another  of  hydrochloric  acid  were  knocked  over  and  broken, 
the  agate  bearings  of  a  chemical-balance  were  displaced,  and 
a  bottle  containing  todium  had  a  narrow  escape.  One  sheep, 
whose  legs  were  saturated  with  the  acids,  had  to  be  killed, 
and  damage  to  the  extent  of  about  51.  was  done. 

"  Chemists  are  not  Doctors." 

At  an  inquest  held  at  Wanst ead  on  August  30,  on  the  body 
of  a  child  which  died  from  convulsive  fits,  one  of  the 
witnesses  stated  that  the  foster-mother  of  the  child  took  it 
to  a  chemist,  telling  the  mother  that  the  chemist  was  a 
doctor.  The  witness  added,  "  People  in  this  neighbourhood 
call  chemists  doctors."  The  Coroner  said  that  chemists 
were  not  doctors,  and  it  was  quite  illegal  to  consult  them  as 
such.  The  foster-mother  was  to  blame  for  taking  the  child 
to  be  treated  by  an  unqualified  man. 

Cricketing  Chemists. 

Two  Wigton  chemists,  Mr.  W.  H.  Younghusband,  King 
Street,  and  Mr.  R.  H.  Brown,  West  Street,  are  well  up  in  the 
batting  averages  of  the  Wigton  Cricket  Club  this  season. 
Mr.  Younghusband  shows  an  average  of  18  53,  and  Mr.  Bro  wn 
10  6.  Mr.  Younghusband  has  also  bowled  well,  securing  an 
average  of  5  44  wickets. 

Burgoyne's  C.C.  played  their  return  match  with  Davy 
Hill's  C.C.  at  Wadham  Lodge,  on  Saturday,  September  3. 
Scores  :  Burgoyne's,  133  for  6  (Humble,  59)  ;  Davy 
Hill's,  58. 

A  match  was  played  at  Wadham  Lodge,  Walthamstow, 
on  September  3,  between  the  Burroughs  Wellcome  C.C.  aDd 
the  Allenburys  C.C.  The  B.W.  men  reached  91,  Gordon 
Cowen  contributing  29,  and  A.  J.  Lane  and  Kennaby  17  eac  h. 
The  Allenburys  team  made  98  with  a  wicket  to  fall,  their 
best  scorers  being  W.  Little  (35)  and  J.  Norden  (20). 

Fires. 

On  August  30  an  alarming  fire  bioke  ouL.  at  Lawrsnee  Hi!', 
Bristol,  on  the  premises  occupied  bv  the  Pharina  Company 
(Limited),  who  are  the  proprietors  of  Dr.  Tibbles's  specialities. 
The  building  was  used  as  a  mixing-mill  and  warehouse  for 
the  storage  of  flour  after  it  had  been  treated,  and  the- 
machinery  and  stock  were  totally  destroyed,  and  the  building 
entirely  gutted,  before  the  outbreak  was  subdued.  The 
origin  of  the  fire  is  unknown. 

A  destructive  fire  occurred  in  Bermondsey  in  the  early 
hours  of  Tuesday  morning,  and  among  those  who  suffered 
were  Messrs.  Austin  &  Co..  manufacturing  chemists,  123a. 
Bermondsey  Street.  Their  premises,  which  consisted  cf  a 
building  of  two  floors,  were  us  id  as  a  store.  The  contents 
were  severely  damaged  by  fire  and  water,  and  the  roof 
destroyed. 

Bacteriological  Departments  Recommended. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  St.  Luke's  (Middlesex)  Vestry  on 
Tuesday,  a  letter  was  read  from  the  London  County  Council, 
with  reference  to  a  suggestion  that  the  Council  should 
apply  to  Parliament  for  power  to  establish  a  bacteriological 
laboratory  for  tbe  examination  by  a  competent  bacteriologist 
of  material  from  suspected  castes  of  infectious  disease,  with 
a  view  to  aiding  in  the  diagnosis.  Mr.  Howes  suggested  tbat 
this  be  considered  by  the  Public  Health  Committee,  with  in- 
structions to  properly  pronounce  the  terms.  (Laughter.)  Mr. 
Rumball  said  it  was  only  an  attempt  to  create  a  new  office 
Mr.  Newson  :  And  a  very  important  one,  too.  (Hear,  hear  ) 
The  matter  was  referred  to  the  Public  Health  Committee. 
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Dinner  of  "W.  J.  Bush  &  Co.  (Limited). 

The  annual  dinner  of  the  firm  of  Messrs.  W.  J.  Bush  &  Co. 
(Limited)  was  held  recently  in  the  Great  Hall  of  the  Cannon 
Street  Hotel,  the  company  present,  all  told,  numbering  just 
upon  two  hundred.  Baron  de  Bush  was  in  the  chair,  and 
was  supported  by  the  directors  of  the  company.  After  dinner 
the  Chairman  gave  the  loyal  toasts,  which  were  cordially 
received,  and  Mr.  Richard  Webb,  solicitor  to  the  company, 
proposed  "Prosperity  to  W.  J.  Bush  &  Co.  (Limited)," 
in  a  very  felicitous  speech,  in  which,  alluding  to  the 
great  success  of  the  business,  he  said  it  was  due  in 
a  large  degree  to  the  energy  and  enterprising  spirit  of 
those  who  had  directed  its  management.  Baron  de  Bush, 
in  response,  said  at  their  last  dinner  he  and  his  brothers 
were  the  sole  proprietors  of  the  business.  Now  the  pro- 
prietors are  the  shareholders,  a  great  number  of  whom  were 
present.  He  was  pleased  to  have  the  opportunity  of  inform- 
ing them  that  the  prosperity  of  W.  J.  Bush  &  Co.  (Limited) 
was  assured.  The  conversion  of  their  business  into  a  limited- 


liability  company  was,  perhaps,  a  bold  step,  but  it  was  in 
reality  the  very  best  security  for  the  future  welfare  of  their 
firm.  Businesses  can  be  controlled  in  private  hands  when 
small,  but  when  they  develop  to  the  magnitude  of  their  own 
it  becomes  necessary  to  show  their  hands  before  the  public, 
and  obtain  that  capital  which  is  all  necessary  nowadays 
for  the  rapid  progress  of  any  business.  The  directors  were 
daily  watching  the  movements  of  every  individual  in  their 
employ,  so  that  when  the  time  came  for  promotion  they 
generally  selected  the  right  man.  That  was  the  principle 
upon  which  they  were  endeavouring  to  work  the  business. 
They  did  not  want  to  go  outside  for  assistance  if  they  could 
possibly  promote  those  who  had  been  with  them  for  years, 
and  he  wanted  to  impress  upon  them  that  every  one  con- 
nected with  the  firm  might  one  day  occupy  a  high  position 
in  it. 

Mr.  Wigram,  Mr.  James  Bush,  and  Mr.  Alfred  Bush  also 
responded  to  the  toast.  Mr.  James  Bush  proposed  "  The 
English  Travellers,"  and  Mr.  Woolley  replied  for  the  town 
travellers,  and  Mr.  Hands  for  the  country  travellers.  Mr. 
Woolley  said  one  of  his  neighbours  had  remarked  that  a 
traveller's  life  was  a  continual  holiday.  It  certainly  was  a 
great  pleasure  to  represent  such  a  firm  as  theirs,  because 
users  realised  that  the  goods  they  sold  them  were  of  superior 
quality. 

"  The  health  of  the  Foreign  representatives  "  was  proposed 
by  the  Chairman,  who  said  they  had  travellers  and  agents  not 
only  throughout  Europe,  but  also  in  Africa,  India,  and  other 
parts  of  the  globe.  They  had  a  branch  establishment  in 
Australia,  which  is  cow  ahiinportant  section  of  their  business, 
and-  they  were  about  to  start  a  similar  concern  on  the  other 


side  of  the  Atlantic.  Mr.  Leighton  was  going  to  America, 
and  Mr.  Stevens  was  about  to  sail  for  South  America.  Mr.' 
Leighton  replied,  and  Mr.  Taylor  as  general  manager  and 
Mr.  King  as  secretary  also  replied  to  a  toast  proposed  by 
Mr.  Wigram.  Messrs.  Pope,  Sawyer,  and  Devine  replied 
to  the  toast  of  heads  of  departments,  and  Mr.  Short 
acknowledged  the  compliments  paid  to  the  chemical  depart- 
ment by  Mr.  James  Bush.  The  toast-list  was  completed  by 
a  hearty  one  to  the  Chairman,  which  Baron  de  Bush  briefly 
acknowledged. 

Manchester  to  Matlock. 
On  Saturday,  September  3,  the  employes  of  Messrs. 
Jewsbury  &  Brown  made  their  annual  picnic  to  Matlock 
Bath,  where  they  arrived  about  10.30  A.M.  After  viewing  the 
beauties  of  the  town  they  sat  down  to  an  excellent  dinner, 
provided  by  the  firm,  under  the  chairmanship  of  Mr.  John 
Bardsley.  A  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Stones  and  Mr.  Bardsley 
(the  partners)  was  carried  with  acclamation.  Among  those 
who  took  part  in  the  proceedings  were  Messrs.  Hayes, 
Haslam,  and  Archer.  In  the  afternoon  the  party 
broke  up  into  detachments  to  navigate  the  river; 
to  scale  the  heights  of  Abraham  and  the  High 
Tor ;  to  visit  Cromford,  Darley,  and  Haddon 
Hall,  and  other  places  of  interest  in  the  neigh- 
hood.  At  the  close  of  the  day  the  unanimous 
opinion  was  that  a  more  enjoyable  day  had 
never  been  spent.  The  party  returned  to 
Manchester  about  half-past  7  o'clock. 

Dewsbury  and  District  Chemists' 
Association. 

A  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  on 
September  5  in  the  Town  Hall,  Dewsbury,  Mr. 
A.  Foster  (President)  in  the  chair.  It  was  re- 
solved (1)  to  ask  the  proprietors  of  patent 
medicines  to  join  the  P.A.T.A.,  and  (2)  to  take 
action  against  unqualified  persons  who  retail 
drugs.  It  was  also  decided  to  send  a  letter  to 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  congratulating  them 
on  the  passing  of  the  Pharmacy  Acts  Amend- 
ment Bill. 

A  Bovine  Visitor. 

On  September  5  an  ox,  on  the  way  to  the 
slaughter-house,  walked  into  the  shop  of  Mr. 
J.  R.   Perrington,  chemist,   6  Potter  Street, 
Worksop.     The  animal  proceeded  behind  the 
counter  until  he  could  get  no  further.  He 
quietly  waited  while  glass  cases  and  other 
obstructions  were  being  removed,  and  then  proceeded  round 
the  counter,  out  at  the  front  door,  and  resumed  his  journey 
along  the  street. 

Embezzlement  Alleged. 

At  the  Clerkenwell  Police  Court,  on  September  7,  a 
traveller,  named  Robert  Dansie,  was  charged  with  em- 
bezzling on  May  5  the  sum  of  V,.  17s.,  and  on  July  15  the 
sum  of  81.  18s.,  the  moneys  of  his  employers,  Messrs.  Idris  & 
Co.,  mineral-water  manufacturers,  Camden  Town.  Evidence 
was  given  that  the  prisoner  had  been  in  the  company's  ser- 
vice since  December  last,  when  the  firm  took  over  the  business 
of  Messrs.  Cohen  &  Co.,  in  which  firm  the  prisoner  was 
previously  employed  as  a  traveller.  His  salary  was  at  first 
31.  a  week,  but  subsequently  it  was  altered  to  27s.  6d.  a  wee  k 
and  commission.  It  being  ascertained  that  the  prisoner  had 
failed  to  pay  in  several  small  sums,  he  was  given  notice  to 
leave.  Subsequently,  however,  it  was  discovered  that  Dansie 
had  not  accounted  for  4?.  17s.  and  8/.  18s.,  two  payments  he 
had  received  from  hotel-keepers  in  Highgate  and  Canonbury, 
and  he  was  given  into  custody.  Dansie  admitted  having  the 
money,  but  said  he  had  disbursed  it  in  the  course  of  business. 
The  accused  was  committed  for  trial. 

Chemists  and  Licences. 
Off  wine-licences  have  been  granted  to : — 

Mr.  W.  Paine,  Drug-stores,  Sudbury,  Suffolk. 
Mr.  F.  W.  Botterill,  chemist,  Walmgate  York. 
Mr.  J.  G.  Mellor,  chemist,  Corn  Market,  Warwick. 
Mr.  R.  H.  Barker,  chemist,  Windermere. 
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Messrs.  Goldthorpe  &  Cook,  68  High  Street,  Chatham. 
Mr.  H.  Hitchman,  Market  Place,  Kettering. 

OS-licences  for  the  sale  of  wines  and  spirits  have  been 
obtained  by : — 

Mr.  T.  E.  Eastwood,  chemist,  Ashton- under- Lyne. 
Mr.   E.  A.  Naylor,  chemist,  41  Church  Road,  Higher 
Tranmere. 

Mr.  T.  E.  Eastwood,  Ashton  Old  Road,  Droylsden. 
Mr.  A.  A.  Bones,  chemist  and  druggist,  Foleshill. 
Mr.  G.  N.  Gutteridge,  Market  Place,  Dewsbury. 
Mr.  J.  H.  Morris,  Branksome,  Bournemouth. 
Mr.  H.  J.  Pavey,  104  High  Street,  Ramsgate. 
Mr.  J.  Johnston,  101  High  Street,  Watford. 

In  spite  of  the  active  oppositirn  of  the  temperance  party 
in  Delph,  as  reported  in  our  issue  of  last  week,  Mr.  W.  K. 
Inglis,  chemist,  Delph,  was  granted  an  off  wine-licecce  at 
the  Saddleworth  Licensing  Sessions. 

At  the  York  Brewster  Sessions  Mr.  Lawrence  Dewhirst, 
Monk  Bar.  made  application  for  an  off-licence  for  the  sale  of 
spirits  arid  wine  for  his  drug-stores.  Mr.  J.  H.  Turner  opposed 
on  behalf  of  residents  in  the  district,  producing  a  petition 
against  the  granting  of  the  licence  asked  for.  The  Bench 
granted  a  licence  for  the  sale  of  spirits  but  not  of  wine 

At  the  Huddersfield  Brewster  Sessions  Mr.  P.  B.  Shaw, 
chemist,  Holmfirth,  applied  for  a  wine-licence,  and  was  un- 
successful because  a  notice  was  served  on  the  Assistant- 
Overseer  instead  of  the  Overseer.  Mr.  Shaw  at  once  gave 
notice  that  he  would  renew  his  application  at  the  adjourned 
Brewster  Sessions.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Huddersfield 
Borough  Bench  recently  decided  that  a  notice  served  on  the 
Assistant-Overseer  constitutes  a  lawful  service. 

At  Taunton  Brewster  Sessions  Mr.  C.  P.  Clarke  applied, 
on  behalf  of  Messrs.  Gregory  &  Wrenn  (Limit!*?!),  chemists, 
Taunton,  for  a  certificate  to  enable  them  to  hold  an  off  wine- 
licence.  Mr.  Clarke  pointed  out  that  Mr.  Wrenn  (managing 
director  of  the  firm)  had  for  many  years  been  a  member  of 
the  Taunton  Town  Council,  and  the  object  in  making  the 
application  was  to  be  protected  in  the  sale  of  medicated 
wines.  Mr.  Wrenn,  who  was  called,  said  he  made  the 
application  against  his  will,  but  the  matter  had  been  forced 
upon  him  by  the  Excise  authorities.  He  had  no  intention 
whatever  of  doing  a  wine  business.  Mr.  Bere,  on  behalf  of 
the  local  Licensed  Victuallers'  Association,  inquired  whether 
Mr.  Wrenn  would  give  a  written  undertaking  that  he  would 
only  sell  medicated  wines.  Mr.  Clarke  contended  that  Mr. 
Bere  had  no  right  to  put  such  a  question  to  his  client.  The 
Act  of  Parliament  distinctly  stated  that  an  application  of 
that  kind  could  only  be  refused  upon  one  of  four  grounds, 
and  this  was  not  one  of  them.  If  Mr.  Bere,  or  even  the 
Bench,  were  not  satisfied  that  Mr.  Wrenn  would  sell  other 
than  medicated  wiDes  they  would  have  no  remedy  against 
him.  The  Chairman  of  the  Bench  said  it  was  impossible  to 
demand  any  such  undertaking,  but  there  would  be  a  record 
kept  of  Mr.  Wrenn's  statement  that  he  would  only  sell 
medicated  wines.    The  licence  was  then  granted. 

At  the  Holsworthy  Brewster  Sessions  objection  was  taken 
by  the  temperance  party  and  others  to  the  renewal  of  off- 
licences  to  Mr.  H.  L.  Pellow  and  Mr.  W.  J.  Holman,  chemists, 
Holsworthy,  on  the  ground  that  their  premises  were  deficient 
in  proper  accommodation,  and  that  business  was  not  con- 
ducted in  the  manner  it  should  be,  and  also  that  children 
and  women  going  to  the  Stores  for  medicine  were  exposed  to 
improper  temptations  to  drink.  Mr.  Blacklock,  who  ap- 
peared for  the  objectors,  said  notice  of  objection  was  served 
upon  both  these  gentlemen  in  1895,  but  although  the 
matter  was  fully  discussed  thatyear  thelicences  were  renewed. 
Very  peculiar  circumstances  surrounded  Ihe  two  cases  in 
question,  and  he  never  came  across  another  instance  of  the 
business  of  a  grocer,  chemist,  and  publican  being  carried 
on  in  the  same  shop.  These  were  the  only  chemists'  shops 
in  the  town,  and  persons  requiring  drugs  were  compelled  to 
go  to  one  or  the  other.  If  a  case  of  semi-drunkenness  or 
rowdyism  occurred  in  either  of  these  chemists'  shops  it  was 
possible  that  the  person  serving  medicine  might  put  up  a 
poisonous  drug  in  error.  Attached  to  the  shops  was  no 
stabling  accommodation,  nor  was  there  a  public  dining- 
room,  and,  in  fact,  the  whole  intention  of  the  Licensing 
Acts  was  against  such  an  arrangement  as  the  one  under 


consideration.  Such  a  combination  of  businesses  was  con- 
trary to  the  public  interest,  and,  moreover,  neither  liceooe 
was  necessary  for  the  convenience  of  the  public.  Counsel 
then  called  several  witnesses,  who  declared  that  they  ob- 
jected to  obtaining  medicine  at  a  chemist's  thop  where 
drinking  was  going  on.  Another  wilness,  who  was  asked 
whether  a  man  desiring  wine  or  spirit  would  not  prefer  to 
go  to  a  respectable  chemist's  shop  for  it,  replied  that  there 
were  people  who  preferred  to  go  to  a  chemist's  shop  "to 
drink  on  the  sly."  Mr.  Peter,  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Holman, 
stated  that  his  client  had  maraged  ihe  licensed  house  for 
marcy  years  in  an  acknowledged  sati-factory  manner:  and 
Mr.  Holman,  who  gave  evidence,  said  it  was  qutte  untrue 
that  women  came  into  his  shop,  got  drunk,  and  then  "  stood  " 
drink  to  the  men.  He  could  see  no  objection  to  youcg 
children  and  women  coming  to  his  shop  for  articles  and 
witnessing  the  drinking.  The  Bench  declined  to  renew  the 
licences,  and  in  each  case  a  six-days'  off-licence  was  granted, 
it  being  stipulated  that  liquor  shoulel  be  sold  in  bottles 
only. 
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Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  Hit  trade  arc  always  welcomed  by  the  Bditor. 


A  Risky  Prescription. 

A  letter  from  the  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
of  Ireland  appeared  in  the  Freeman's  Journal,  Dublin,  on 
September  1,  as  follows: — 

Sib, — Permit  me  through  the  medium  of  your  columns  to  warn 
chemists  of  this  city  and  others  regarding  what  purports  to  be 
a  medical  prescription,  the  use  of  which  is  for  criminal  purposes. 
The  drug  specified  is  in  Part  I.  of  the  Poison  Schedule,  and  the 
chemist  supplying  it  runs  a  very  serious  risk  if  he  does  not  know 
the  medical  gentleman  or  his  signature  to  whose  order  he  sup- 
plies it.  1  am,  Sir,  yours  truly, 

ROBERT  J.  Downes,  President. 

Personal. 

Mr.  H.  D.  Backhouse,  chemist  and  druggist,  Dundalk,  has 
been  re-elected  a  Harbour  Commissioner  of  that  town. 

Pharmacy  at  Elections. 
Mr.  W.  Hanna,  M. P.S.I. ,  of  Bangor,  co.  Down,  wrote  to  us  on 
August  31  urging  chemists  in  North  Down  at  the  then  coming 
election  to  ascertain  from  the  candidates  whether,  in  view  of 
a  Bill  being  brought  forward  to  abolish  company-pharmacy 
in  Ireland,  the  candidate  would  be  or  would  not  be  in 
favour  of  it.  He  asked  each  chemist  in  the  district  who 
had  a  vote  to  make  the  matter  clear  to  the  candidates,  and 
vote  according  to  the  response  he  received.  The  letter  was 
only  received  by  us  after  the  pages  of  our  last  number  were 
made  up,  and  cow  the  election  is  over.  The  policy,  however, 
remains  to  those  who  put  their  trade  above  their  politics. 

Defying  the  L.G.B. 

The  Local  Government  Board  have  retired  from  the  con- 
test with  the  Listowel  Union  in  connection  with  the  drug- 
contract.  Their  last  letter  to  the  Guardians  states  that  ttie 
full  responsibility  for  the  acceptance  of  the  tender  of  Mrs. 
English  will  rest  on  the  Union.  The  Board  decided  to 
endorse  the  acceptance  of  the  tender  submitted  by  Mrs. 
English,  notwithstanding  its  excess  over  those  received  from 
other  contractors. 

Tho  Official  Form  of  Manslaughter. 

The  L.G.B.  auditor  has  surcharged  the  Rathkeale  Guardians 
the  sum  of  30/.  expended  on  drugs  and  medical  appliances 
which  had  not  been  ordered  on  the  proper  requisition  form. 
The  dispensary  officer,  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Guardians, 
explained  that  serious  consequences  might  have  resulted  if 
he  had  waited  for  the  official  sanction  of  the  articles  in 
question,  and  if  any  fatality  had  ensued  he  would  probably 
have  been  liable  to  a  charge  of  manslaughter. 

Proposed  Wholesale  Drug  Syndicate. 

The  Jiathmines  yens  is  responsible  for  the  statement  in 
its  last  issue  that  a  syndicate  has  been  formed  for  the 
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purpose  of  starting  a  new  wholesale  drug  establishment  in 
Dublin,  Some  cf  the  best  known  and  most  respected 
members  of  the  trade  are.it  states,  interested  in  the  project. 

Linseed-meal. 

Last  week,  at  Newcastle  West,  two  traders,  named 
Quinlan  and  Nunan,  were  charged,  under  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  with  selling  linseed-meal  adulterated  with  ground 
linseed-cake  arid  foreign  farinaceous  matter.  The  defendants 
said  they  sold  the  compound  as  they  received  it,  and  were 
not  aware  that  they  had  violated  the  law.  A  fine  of  2s.  and 
25.  costs  was  imposed  in  each  case. 

P.A.T.A.  in  Ireland. 

A  representative  of  the  Proprietary  Articles  Trade  Asso- 
ciation is  at  present  in  Ireland,  with  the  object,  it  is  stated, 
of  strengthening  the  newly-formed  kindred  Society,  of 
which  Dr.  J.  A.  Walsh,  proprietor  of  Graham's  State  Phar- 
macy, 30  Westmoreland  Street,  is  the  President,  and  of 
bringing  about  a  closer  bond  of  unity  between  the  English 
and  Irish  anti-cutting  organisations.  The  committee  of  the 
Hibernian  Society  have  not  been  idle,  and  at  the  next  meet- 
ing, which  will  take  place  early  in  October,  a  set  of  rules 
for  the  proper  working  of  the  Society,  and  a  definite  policy 
for  the  future,  will  be  submitted  for  approval. 

How  to  Estimate  Drug-contraats. 

The  Guardians  of  the  Ennis  Union  received  last  week  six 
tenders  for  the  supply  of  medicines,  and  discussed  the  way 
to  judge  them.  Dr.  Frost  explained  that  heretofore  a 
selection  was  made  by  the  doctors  of  twenty-five  medicines 
most  in  use,  and  the  prices  of  these  were  compared.  For 
these  the  tenders  differed  very  little;  but  for  drugs 
which  the  doctors  were  not  in  the  habit  of  ordering  the 
prices  asked  were  trifling,  so  that  if  the  aggregate  were 
taken  some  of  the  tenders  appeared  much  lower  than  others. 
Some  of  the  Guardians  were,  however,  of  opinion  that  the 
Guardians  ought  to  say  openly  on  what  particular  medicines 
the  contract  would  be  decided,  and  it  was  ultimately  agreed 
to  judge  the  tenders  by  the  aggregate  amount. 

Liniment  by  Mistake. 

M.  Augusfe  Van  Biene,  the  actor-musician,  who  is  appear- 
ing at  the  Theatre  Royal,  Dublin,  had  a  nariiow  escape  from 
poisoning  on  August  4  He  was  suffering  from  a  severe  cold, 
and  was  taking  a  mixture  and  applying  externally  a  linimer  t. 
Through  the  carelessness  of  a  servant  the  bottles  were  mis- 
placed, and,  the  light  being  defective,  M.  Van  Biene  took  a 
dose  of  the  liniment  by  mistake.  Medical  aid  was  at  once 
summoned,  and  emetics  were  successfully  administered. 


Scotch  IRCWS. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interestin g 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Edinburgh  Pharmacy  Athletic  Club. 
The  third  of  the  series  of  summer  swimming  handicaps 
(59  yards)  took  place  in  Dairy  Baths  oa  September  5,  with 
the  following  results:— 1,  G.  H.  C.  Rowland;  2,  L.  S. 
Lamb;  3,  J.  Grieve;  4,  J.  Lockerbie  and  A.  G.  Pattrson 
(dead  heat.) 

The  Winter  Session  Starts  at  Arbroath. 
The  Arbroath  chemists'  assistants  and  apprentices  may 
claim  to  have  opened  the  Winter  Session  by  a  meeting  on 
August  23,  to  hear  a  lecture  from  Dr.  T.  F.  Dewar,  entitled 
"Some  Points  in  the  Administration  of  Drugs."  In  the 
course  of  his  lecture,  Dr  Dewar  stated  that  in  the  case  of 
the  more  active  poisons,  such  as  opium,  strychnine,  arsenic, 
atropine,  &c,  in  his  own  experience  the  relative  doses  given 
with  safety  differed  very  much  in  patients  according  to  the 
nature  of  the  disease  and  the  weight  of  the  patient,  and 
that  some  common  drugs,  perfectly  harmless  when  taken  by 
the  mouth,  were  deadly  poisons,  even  in  small  quantities, 
when  injected  hypodermically.  The  lecture  was  much 
appreciated. 


Dispensing  at  the  Arbroath  Infirmary. 

It  may  be  remembered  that  the  chemists  of  Arbroath 
have  lodged  a  complaint  with  the  directors  of  the 
Arbroath  Infirmary  about  the  dispensing  in  the  institution 
being  done  by  an  unqualified  lady,  and  tbe  directors 
seem  to  have  been  influenced  by  the  representations 
made  At  their  meeting  on  September  1,  a  commit'ee 
reported  that  Miss  Kay,  the  lady  superintendent,  had  in- 
formed them  that  she  had  an  application  for  the  situation 
of  dispenser  and  assistant  nurse  from  Miss  Minton,  at 
present  acting  as  dispenser  in  a  branch  of  the  Metropolitan 
and  Provincial  Association,  London,  and  who  possessed  the 
necessary  legal  qualification  to  dispense  medicines,  excellent 
testimonials,  and  several  years'  experience.  The  committee 
recommended  that  Miss  Minton  should  be  appointed  as 
dispenser  and  nurse  at  a  salary  of  301  per  annum.  It 
appeared  that  the  dispensing  duties  would  occupy  two 
hours  in  the  morning  and  two  hours  in  the  evening,  and  that 
Miss  Minton  would  receive  her  board  as  well  as  her  salary. 
Bailie  Alexander  said  he  would  have  liked  that  there  should 
have  been  a  comparison  made  between  the  Montrose  system 
and  the  Arbroath  system.  It  was  possible  that  the  system 
of  dispensing  by  druggists  would  have  been  cheaper  than 
the  system  now  proposed.  The  Chairman  said  that  a  good 
many  years  ago,  when  he  was  Chairman  of  the  Weekly 
Committee,  there  had  been  a  great  amount  of  trouble  in 
regard  to  the  dispensing  at  the  infirmary.  They  found  that 
their  arrangement  with  the  chemists  was  most  unsatis- 
factory. Mr.  Lindsay  Carnegie  said  the  system  of  dis- 
pensing by  the  chemists  had  cost  the  infirmary  about  200/.  a 
year.  The  recommendation  of  the  committee  was  adopted, 
and  Miss  Minton  was  appointed.  We  do  not  find  her  name 
on  the  latest  register  of  chemist-  and  druggists. 

[A  Scotch  correspondent  wi ites  about  this  case,  and  re- 
marks that  there  are  numerous  cottage  hospitals,  infirmaries, 
and  poorhouses  where  unqualified  dispensers  are  employed. 
No  doubt;  and  it  might  be  better  if  the  dispensers  in  these 
institutions  were  qualified.  But  we  may  remind  our  corre- 
spondent that  the  law  only  requires  the  pharmaceutical 
qualification  in  the  persons  who  :,-ll  poisoDS,  and  though  we 
understand  that  the  Arbroath  chemists  contend  that  the 
dispenser  doe3  sell,  if  tot  to  the  patients,  at  least  to  the 
subscribers,  we  doubt  if  that  ingenious  argument  would  com- 
mend itself  to  a  judge  ] 


Jrcncb  IMcws. 

(From  oar  Paris  Correspondent.) 


No  Encouragement  to  Needy  Students. — It  is  re- 
ported from  Nantes  that  three  students  of  the  School  of 
Medicine  and  Pharmacy  in  that  town,  being  in  financial 
straits,  applied  to  the  committee  for  a  loan  of  money.  The 
application  was  refused  on  the  grounds  that  it  was  inadvis- 
able to  create  such  a  precedent,  especially  considering  that 
the  number  of  pharmacists  and  doctors  in  France  is  more 
than  sufficient  for  the  national  needs  at  present.  The 
applicants  seem  to  have  based  their  petition  and  hopes  on 
the  fact  that  a  special  fund  was  opened  in  connection  with 
the  Lille  University  a  few  months  ago  for  the  express  pur- 
puse  of  making  loans  to  necessitous  students. 

Personal  Items — In  the  recent  elections  for  members 
of  the  "General  Councils"  of  Departments  three  pharma- 
cieus  have  gained  seats:  M.  Maurel  in  the  Bouches  du 
Rhone,  M.  Loisel  in  the  Oise,  and  M.  Bridel  in  the  Indre  and 
Loire.  The  "  General  Councils  "  are  bodies  having  control  of 
the  general  interests  of  departments  as  against  the 
Municipal  Councils,  whose  powers  are  limited  to  tbe  towns. 
Election  to  the  former  is  frequently  a  stepping-stone  to 
Parliamentary  honours.  M.  Julliard,  President  of  the 
Control  Committee  of  the  Pharmacie  Centrale  de  France, 
celebrated  recently  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  his  career  as  a 
pharmacist.  The  staff  of  the  Pharmacie  Centrale  marked 
the  occasion  by  presenting  him  with  a  bronze  statue. 

Doctors'  Privileges.— Before  the  Paris  Tribunal  of 
Commerce  recently  Dr.  Audollent,  owner  of  a  private  hydro- 
[  pathic  establishment,  was  sued  for  300f.  due  for  advertising 
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^he  doctor  did  not  deny  the  claim,  but  contended  that  being 
a  medii  al  man  the  Tribunal  of  Commerce  was  incompetent 
to  try  a  case  brought  against  him.  It  was  shown,  however, 
that  he  had  not  confined  himself  to  his  professional 
practice,  but  took  boarders,  sold  them  pharmaceutical  pre- 
parations necessary  for  his  treatmen%  and  otherwise  con- 
ducted his  hydropathic  establishment,  which  formed  the 
subject  of  the  advertisements,  on  a  commercial  basis.  The 
Tribunal,  therefore,  declared  itself  competent,  and  the  case 
was  entered  to  be  heard  in  due  course. 

Allegations  against  a  Cutting  Chemist. — A  young 
pharmacist  named  Lenfant,  recently  bought  a  well- 
stocked  offleine  in  the  rue  Menilmontant,  one  of  the 
working  quarters  of  Paris.  The  business  appeared  to 
be  flourishing  and  the  profits  satisfactory.  But  the  new 
incumbent  soon  found  that  by  sellirg  at  the  same  tariff  as 
his  predecessor  he  would  be  trading  at  a  loss,  while  if  he 
tried  to  increase  the  prices  he  would  lose  the  connection. 
On  questioning  the  as- infants  he  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
•the  former  owrer  had  been  in  the  habit  of  dispensing 
medicirjes  according  to  a  system  not  approved  by  the  taculty, 
substituting  cheap  drug-!  whenever  anything  expensive  was 
prescribed.  He  copitd  the  prescriptions  he  dispensed 
correctly,  but  put  a  special  sign  against  the  drugs,  in  order 
to  be  able  to  make  up  the  medicine  in  the'  same  way  if 
necessary.  The  new  owner  of  the  pharmacy  has  lodged  a 
formal  complaint,  in  which  he  is  joined  by  one  of  the 
doctors  whose  prescriptions  had  not  been  properly  dispensed, 
And  M.  Floury,  Juge  d'lnstruction,  is  going  into  the  matter 
-thoroughly.  A  fine  equal  to  20/.  may  be  imposed  for  each 
case  of  wrongful  dispensing,  and  if  the  charge  takes  \he  form 
of  administering  substances  hurtful  to  health  the  matter 
becomes  even  more  serious.  The  penalty  is  imprisonment 
from  one  month  to  five  years  and  a  fine.  Under  certain 
circumstances  penal  servitude  may  result. 

The  Antipyeine  Trade  mark. — French  pharmaceutical 
societies  cannot  bring  themselves  to  submit  with  equanimity 
to  German  proprietary  rights  in  antipyrine.  The  substance 
itself,  or  rather  the  process  for  making  it,  has  never  been 
protected  in  France ;  French  law  does  not  allow  medicines 
to  be  patented.  Bat  the  name  has  been  trade-marked,  and 
though  the  same  thing  has  been  for  years  manufactured  by 
French  chemical-firms,  and  put  on  the  market  under  the 
name  of  analgesice,  doctors  will  persistently  order  anti- 
pyrine. In  such  cases  the  law  requires  that  the  German 
product  must  be  supplied.  The  latest  attempt  on  the  part  of 
the  pharmacists  was  made  in  the  early  part  of  this  year  by 
the  Chambre  Syndicale  des  Pharmaciens  de  la  Seine,  who 
brought  an  action  to  get  t'  e  mark  expunged  from  the  f 
register,  several  technical  grounds  being  alleged.  One  was 
that  the  name  was  the  usual  and  necessary  one  to  make  the 
nature  of  the  product  underst  ol;  another  that  the  holders 
•of  the  mark  had  rot  rVmded  their  rights  with  due 
diligence  ;  and  another  that  the  registration  was  in  certain 
respects  irregular  The  j  idgment  of  the  Tribunal  Civil  de  I 
la  Seine,  which  has  li'ely  been  published,  shows  that  the 
Court  overrules  all  these  all  gations,  and  maintains  fully  the 
-rights  of  the  owners  of  the  trade-mark.  An  appeal  is  talked 
of,  especially  as  it  is  believed  that  the  judgment  is  not  in 
accordance  with  previous  decisions  of  French  Higher  Courts 
in  respect  to  exalgine,  chlcralose,  salol,  and  formo-chlorol. 

Fire  at  the  Pharmacie  Centrale. — A  fire  broke  out 
last  Tuesday  night  at  twe  nty  minutes  to  10  on  the  premises 
of  the  Pharmacie  Centrale  de  France,  Paris.  It  commenced 
in  the  machi  ^ry-room,  which  adjoins  the  warehouses  on  the 
•rue  de  l'Hotel  de  Ville  side  of  the  extensive  premises,  where 
the  goods  ready  for  delivery  are  taken.  The  staff  had  ceased 
work  at  8  P  M.,  and  an  hour  later  the  watchman  in  making 
his  round  had  noticed  nothing  amiss.  One  of  the  clerks  of 
the  Pharmacie,  however,  saw  the  flames  from  his  lodgings  in  a 
street  overlooking  the  premises.  A  dozen  other  emplojes, 
who  also  reside  near  by,  al-o  gave  immediate  assistance,  and 
a  few  minutes  later  four  fire-engines  were  at  work.  During 
•more  than  half-an-hour  there  was  an  enormous  b'aze,  and  the 
flames  rose  above  the  neighbouring  roofs,  which  are  six 
storeys  high.  The  people  in  the  adjoining  houses  got  their 
furniture  out  through  their  windows — it  was  too  lengthy  a 
process  to  bring  them  downstairs — and  at  one  moment  it 
looked  as  though  the  whole  quarter,  where  the  streets  are 
very  narrow,  would  be  devastated.    But  the  fire-engines  were 


I  doing  gcod  work,}  and  by  half-past  10  there  was  no  longer 
|  any  danger.     The   firemen  excelled  themselves,  and  no 

casuality  is  reported.  The  machinery-room  suffered  most, 
'  and  is  entirely  burnt  out;  part  of  the  warehouses  have  also 

suffered,  as  well  as  a  room  used  for  making  pastils.  The  fire 
'  is  attributed  to  a  spaik  from  an  electric  machine  falling  on  a 

heap  of  wood-chips  and  setting  them  alight.    Had  the  store 

of  alcohols  ignited,  one  of  the  greatest  fires  in  Paris  of  recent 

years  would  probably  have  resulted. 

The  French  Dividend- tax  on  foreign  companies  has 
recently  caused  some  uneasiness  among.- 1  English  firms  in 
France.  It  is  a  matter  of  some  importance,  and  deserves  the 
attention  of  firms  tracing  with  this  country,  as  the  fiscal 
authorities  are  evidently  disposed  to  apply  the  law  in  its 
strictest  sense.  The  tax  is  imposed  on  all  foreign  joint  stock 
or  limited-liability  companies  doing  business  here — that  is, 
either  established  in  this  country  or  having  a  direct  agency — 
and  takes  the  form  of  4  per  cent,  on  dividends  of  the  French 
trade,  and  such  a  tax  on  the  capital  of  the  company  as  a 

|  commission  of  the  French  Finance  Department  may  decide. 

,  It  does  not  apply  to  private  partnerships,  and  yet  a  good 
many  firms  coming  under  the  latter  category  have  received 
notices  from  the  Finance  Department  informing  them  that 
as  they  have  not  complied  with  the  law  they  should  do  so 
immediately,  and,  at  the  same  time,  petition  the  Finance 
Minister  to  be  relieved  from  the  penalty  incurred  by  the 
delay.  These  notices  were  evidently  merely  sentouttocatch  the 
smaller  limited-liability  companies  whom  the  fiscal  agents 
could  not  easily  trace,  through  the  shares  in  many  cases  not 
being  quoted,  and  it  has  had  the  desired  result.  The  law 
originated  in  1872,  but  is  not  considered  to  have  been  strictly 
applied,  and  a  special  article  was  added  to  the  Finance 
Law  passed  last  April.  The  law  was  evidently  originally 
aimed  at  the  great  foreign  companies  whose  shares  are  sold 
on  the  Paris  Stock  Exchange,  as  well  as  at  the  big  foreign 
insurance  companies,  but  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  smaller 
undertakings  are  now  included.  The  facts  of  the  case  are 
explained  at  length  in  the  September  circular  of  the  British 
Chamber  of  Cummerce,  Paris. 


imtlls  of  Deceaseo  Cfocmtets. 


Barber.— The  will,  dated  August  30,  1894.  of  the  late 
Mr.  George  Barber,  pharmaceutical  chemist.  West  Kirby, 
Cheshire,  has  been  proved  by  his  brother-in-law  and  acting 
executor,  Mr.  Walter  Holgatc,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Club 
Moor,  Liverpool.  The  testator's  personalty  was  sworn  at 
7,957/  13s.  Id.  The  testator  lefi  his  share  in  the  business 
of  marking-ink  manufacturers  to  his  brother  in-law  afore- 
named ;  he  left  all  the  residue  of  his  property  to  his  widow 
for  life,,  and  indicated  his  intention  to  bequeath  legacies  to 
nine  persons,  but  apparently  omitted  to  name  any  amounts. 
He  constituted  his  niece,  Elizabeth  Hannah  Holgate,  his 
eventual  residuary  legatee. 

Delf. — The  will  of  Mr.  F.  D.  Delf,  chemist  and  druggist, 
50  Westgate  and  Savile  Town,  Dewsbury,  who  died  on 
August  5,  1897,  has  been  proved  by  Mrs.  Emma  Delf,  the 
widow  and  executrix  of  the  testator,  whose  personalty  was 
sworn  at  770/.  12*. 

Hubd. — The  will  of  Mr.  William  Hurd.  chemist  and  drug- 
gist, Uttoxeter,  who  died  on  November  12,  1897,  has  been 
proved  by  Miss  Elizabeth  Ellen  Lakin,  the  executrix  of  the 
testator,  whose  personalty  was  sworn  at  325/.  4s.  2<L 

Miller. — The  will  of  Mr.  Chas.  Stewart  Miller,  chemist 
and  druggist,  High  Street,  Hampton  Wick,  has  been  proved 
by  Mr.  Reginald  A.  Beckett,  the  sole  acting:  executor  of  the 
testator,  whose  personalty  was  sworn  at  414/.  12s. 

Thomas. — The  will  of  the  late  Mr.  John  Henry  Thomas, 
chemist  and  druggist,  47  Watergate,   Chester,  has  been 
proved  by  Mrs.  P.  C.  Thomas,  widow  and  executrix  of  the 
|  testator,  whose  personalty  was  sworn  at  671/.  14s. 

Tickers. — The  will  of  Mr.  Thos.  Tickers,  chemist  and 
\  druggist,  Beverley,  who  died  on  November  6.  1897,  has  been 
proved  in  London  by  Mrs.  S.  A.  Tickers,  widow  and  execu- 
trix of  the  testator,  whose    personalty   was    sworn  at 
2,277/.  3s.  IU. 
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South  Hfrican  IRews. 

(From  our  own  Correspondents.) 


The  Deadlock  in  the  matter  of  the  South  Africa  Customs 
Convention  is  producing  considerable  disturbance  of  trade 
in  Natal.  Merchants  are  uncertain  how  to  act.  If  they 
import  largely  they  may  profit  if  the  Union  is  finally  agreed 
upoo,  but  will  lose  heavily  if  the  Convention  falls  through. 

From  Poet  Elizabeth  we  hear  that  a  petition  has  been 
signed  in  that  town  by  all  the  registered  chemists  against  the 
employment  of  unqualified  assistants.  The  petition  sets  forth 
that  since  the  recent  exposures  with  regard  to  the  suppljingof 
poisons  by  unqualified  men,  the  men  who  have,  after  con- 
siderable application  and  years  of  study,  passed  their 
examination,  and  have  duly  qualified,  resent  the  general 
distrust  which  has  been  manifested  by  the  public,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  this  manifestation  will  lead  to  greater  confidence. 

A  Bettek  Report. — Mr.  Chas.  F.  Juritz,  M.A.,  Senior 
Cape  Analyst,  has  a  better  account  to  give  of  the  drug-trade 
in  his  report  for  the  quarter  ending  June  30.  He  took 
samples  of  antimonial  wine,  tartaric  acid  (4),  cream  of  tartar 
(2),  white  pepper  (3),  compound  tincture  of  camphor  (10), 
quinine  bitters,  pynstillende  droppels,  paregoric,  and  turmeric, 
and  found  them  all  to  be  genuine.  The  ethyl-nitrite  pre- 
parations seem  to  be  the  sore  point.  Of  two  sold  as  spirit 
of  nitrous  ether  one  was  69  per  cent,  and  the  other  72  per  cent, 
below  B.P.  strength,  and  a  sample  of  spiritus  nitri  dulcis 
was  98  per  cent,  below  that  strength.  The  whole  of  the 
samples  referred  to  were  purchased  in  Victoria  West,  Kim- 
berley,  Grahamstown  and  such  places,  none  in  Cape  Town. 

Colonial  Phaemact  Boaed. — At  the  meeting  of  this 
board  held  in  Cape  Town  on  August  11  and  12 — present, 
Messrs.  A.  J.  Mathew  (acting  President),  Dr.  J.  H. 
M.  Beck,  W.  H.  Helmore,  and  F.  W.  C.  Thomas— the 
provisions  of  the  Bill  to  amend  the  Medical  and  Pharmacy 
Act,  1891,  were  considered,  and  it  was  resolved  to  recom- 
mend to  the  Government  that  the  15th  section  be  so  altered 
that  it  shall  be  lawful,  on  the  joint  recommendation  of  the 
Board  and  Medical  Council,  for  His  Excellency  the  Governor, 
by  proclamation,  to  modify  certain  preparations  of  the 
Pharmacopoeia  to  meet  the  climatic  conditions  of  the  Colony. 
With  reference  to  the  16th  section  [which  provides  that  all 
patent  and  proprietary  medicines  containing  any  poison 
mentioned  in  the  thud  schedule  to  the  Bill  shall  only 
be  saleable  under  special  conditions]  it  was  decided  to 
recommend  that  both  the  clause  and  schedule  bewiihdrawn. 
Six  candidates  presented  themselves  for  examination  as 
chemists  and  druggists,  two  failed,  and  the  followirjg  four 
passed— viz.,  E  W.  H.  Jeffery  (Queen's  Town),  J.  E.  Miller 
(Robertson),  W.  Savage  (Cape  Town),  and  H.  Sinclair 
(Stellenbosch).  Messrs.  Savage  and  Sinclair  were  formerly 
with  Messrs.  Hamilton,  Long  &.  Co.,  Dublin,  and  left  Ireland 
eight  months  ago. 

Counter- pbescribing. —  The  agreement  between  the 
Pharmacy  and  Medical  Boards  about  the  Bill  arose  from  the 
Pharmacy  Board  informing  the  Medical  Board  that  they 
■were  in  favour  of  Clause  9,  "  No  person  shall  be  entitled  to 
medically  treat  persons  cr  prescribe  medicine  by  reason  of 
the  fact  that  he  is  a  person  licensed  as  an  apothecary," 
provided  the  prohibition  "prescribe  medicine"  was  omitted, 
and  this  the  Medical  Council  have  agreed  to.  It  is  an  open 
secret  that  the  latter  Council  have  been  eager  to  get  the 
amendment  BiU  throrgh  on  account  of  their  recent  failure 
to  get  Mr.  Tothill,  a  chemist,  convicted  for  counter-pre- 
scribing. They  wanted  the  Attorney-General  to  take  the 
matter  up,  and  he  declined.  They  asked  him  why,  and  he 
replied  that  the  established  rule  of  his  office  was  not  to 
inform  any  person  or  body  of  persons  why,  in  any  case,  the 
Government  declined  to  prosecute;  but,  on  the  understanding 
that  it  formed  no  precedent,  he  had  no  objection  to  state 
that  he  had  declined  to  prosecute  because  he  was  satisfied 
there  had  been  no  contravention  of  the  Medical  and 
Pharmacy  Act,  1891.  This  has  upset  the  medicos  con- 
siderably. 

The  Patent-medicine  Question. — The  decision  come 
to   by    the    Pharmacy  Board,   acting  jointly   with  the 


Medical  Council,  to  get  the  patent-medicine  clause  of 
the  Medical  and  Pharmacy  Bil'l  deleted  was  inevitable. 
There  has  been  quite  a  storm  of  disapproval  about  the 
measure,  and  the  present  decision  touches  only  one  point 
which  is  objected  to.  Another  to  which  public  attention 
has  been  called  deals  with  counter-prescribing,  and  on  that 
subject  one  of  the  leading  Cape  newspapers  says:  "We 
contend  that  the  whole  tendency  of  the  Act  is  to  interfere 
with  the  rights  of  the  subject.  A  man  suffering  from  any 
slight  ailment  will  not  be  allowed  to  ask  a  chemist  to  re- 
commend him  a  remedy,  and  he  will  also  not  be  able  to 
purchase  any  patent  medicine  which  he  knows  has  given  him 
relief  on  a  previous  occasion.  In  addition  to  this  it  will  be 
depriving  the  chemists  of  a  very  large  source  of  income,  it 
will  give  unlimited  power  to  the  medical  profession,  and  will 
be  a  source  of  annoyance  to  the  public.  This  matter  requires 
watching."  As  yet  there  is  no  sign  of  united  trade  opposition 
to  the  Bill,  although  chemists  individually  feel  strongly  about 
it,  but  there  is  little  hope  of  it  becoming  law.  Yet  the  drug- 
trade  should  act  a  little  more  comprehensively  than  the 
united  boards  have  done. 

A  Braamfontein  Pharmacy. — We  received  some  time 
ago  from  Mr.  A.  Kidd,  of  Braamfontein,  a  photograph  of  his 
pharmacy,  from  which  we  have  made  the  sketch  below.  Mr. 
Kidd,  who  is  a  Dundee  man,  went  out  to  South  Africa  three 
years  ago,  and  after  serving  for  some  time  as  manager  to  Mr. 
H.  Trembatb,  of  Doornfontein,  he  took  over  his  present  phar- 
macy from  Messrs.  Johnston  &  Furney.    He  reports  fairly 


satisfactory  business,  but  "  everything  in  the  Transvaal  is 
uncertain,  you  never  know  what's  going  to  happen  next." 
The  photograph  which  he  sends  us  was  taken  by  a  fellow- 
apotheker,  also  from  Dundee,  Mr.  D.  McNaughton,  lately  an. 
assistant  with  Mr.  J.  Hodge,  chemist,  Overgate,  Dundee. 


Business  Changes. 


Notices  of  changes  in  the  retail  trade,  and  opening  of  new 
businesses,  are  inserted  in  this  section  free  of  charge,  if 
properly  authenticated. 

Me.  F.  B.  Shaw,  chemist  and  druggist,  Holmfirth,  has 
opened  a  new  pharmacy  in  Shepley. 

Mr.  George  B.  Pickworth,  chemist  and  druggist,  has 
purchased  the  branch-business  of  Mr.  C.  O.  Wain,  at 
72  Victoria  Street,  Blackburn,  of  which  he  was  formerly 
manager. 

Mr.  J.  Marshall,  chemist  and  druggist,  22  Wavertree 
Road,  Liverpool,  has  opened  a  branch  at  227  Edge  Lane, 
Liverpool.  The  shop-fittings  were  supplied  by  Messrs. 
Evans,  Sons  &  Co. 

The  business  lately  carried  on  at  High  Bridge,  Lincoln, 
has  been  acquired  by  Messrs.  Boots  (Limited),  cash  chemists, 
and  has  been  transferred  by  them  to  their  chief  Lincoln 
I  branch  at  231  High  Street. 
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Colonial  ano  jfordgn  mews. 


A  World's  Fair  in  Toronto,  Ont.,  in  1901  is  proposed, 
but  it  has  not  gone  beyond  the  talking-stage  yet. 

Theft. — A  native  bill-collector  named  Narayanasawmy 
Moodelly,  in  the  employ  of  Messrs.  Hamilton  <Sc  Co.,  chemists 
and  druggists,  Popham's  Broadway,  Madras,  was  attacked 
by  four  pariahs  on  the  night  of  August  9  and  relieved  of  his 
purse  containing  a  few  annas,  and  an  account-book. 

Citric- acid  Manufacture  in  California.  —  A  new 
citric-acid  factory  has  been  erected  in  National  City,  the 
present  capacity  of  which  will  be  10  tons  of  lemons  daily, 
but  this  output  may  be  enlarged.  The  fruit,  it  is  said,  will 
be  treated  by  a  secret  process. 

Morphine-poisoning  in  Prussia. — The  Phartnaceutische 
Zeitung  gives  particulars,  from  an  official  report,  of  acci- 
dental-poisoning with  morphine  in  Prussia  during  1895,  from 
which  it  appears  that  eighty  males  and  fifty-five  females 
lost  their  lives.  Amongst  the  males  were  twenty  physicians 
(including  one  dentist  and  one  student)  and  two  apothekers. 

Explosives  Fire. — Three  new  outbuildings,  just  com- 
pleted, at  the  Victoria  Chemical-works,  British  Columbia, 
and  about  500  tons  of  nitrate  and  sulphur,  were  destroyed  by 
fire  on  August  16.  The  explosion  was  like  the  continuous 
rattle  of  musketry,  lasting  for  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes,  and 
it  attracted  a  great  crowd.  The  loss,  $25,000,  was  fully 
insured. 

Sulfhur  in  Norway. — The  working  of  the  Killingdal 
mines  at  Aalen,  Trondheim,  which  are  leased  to  the  Bede 
Metal  Chemical  Company  (Limited),  Newcastle-on  Tyne,  has 
been  very  satisfactory,  and  a  large  quantity  of  sulphur  has 
been  exported.  Another  mine  at  Aalen,  the  Kjoli  Gruber,  has 
also  recently  been  worked  by  an  English  company,  and  if 
the  output  gives  satisfactory  results  the  company  will 
negotiate  for  a  long  lease. 

Alkali-making  in  Egypt. — The  deposits  of  natron  at 
Wady- Natron  in  Western  Egypt,  which  have  been  for  a  long 
time  unprofitably  worked  by  the  Egyptian  Government, 
have  now  been  made  over  to  a  private  company.  The 
situation  of  the  deposits  in  the  centre  of  a  desert  was  much 
against  the  success  of  the  venture,  but  the  company  are 
tiying  to  overcome  that  by  constructing  a  railway  to  the 
spot,  and  they  have  also  built  a  factory  with  modern 
appliances,  which  will  give  them  a  better  chance  of  placing 
soda  on  the  Alexandrian  market  to  compete  with  British 
alkali. 

Soap  making  in  Egypt. — This  industry  has  made  con- 
siderable progress  in  Egypt  of  late.  Whilst  formerly  large 
quantities  of  soap  were  imported  from  Candia  and  Syria,  the 
Alexandrian  manufacture  now  covers  85  per  cent,  of  the 
home  consumption.  The  soap  is  made  from  the  same 
materials  as  in  Syria — i.e.,  olive  oil,  talc,  and  caustic  soda. 
The  olive  oil  is  brought  from  Syria  and  mixed  in  Alexandria 
with  cotton  oil  and  inferior  Italian  oil  obtained  from  the 
olive  kernels,  and  talc  from  Mrtylene  chiefly,  partly  also 
from  Austria.  There  are  in  Alexandria  four  large  and 
several  small  soap-factories,  mostly  of  French  type.  The 
soap  is  easily  disposed  of,  the  average  price  being  0  2011. 
per  kilo. 

German  Import-duty  on  Alkali. — The  Duisberg 
Chamber  of  Commerce  has  addressed  a  petition  to  the 
German  Imperial  Diet  requesting  that  the  import-duties  on 
crystallised  soda  should  be  reduced  from  Is.  6d.  to  6d.  per 
100  kilos.,  those  on  calcined  soda  from  2s.  6d.  to  Is ,  and 
those  on  caustic  soda  from  4s.  to  Is.  6d.  The  other  German 
Chambers  of  Commerce  have  opposed  this  petition,  probably 
on  account  of  the  impending  revision  of  the  Anglo-German 
treaty  on  the  ground  that  it  would  not  be  good  policy  to  grant 
advantageous  concessions  to  British  trade  without  at  the 
same  time  ensuring  compensation.  Germany  is  in  a  position 
to  compete  successfully  with  regard  to  these  products  ;  this 
is  proved  by  the  gradual  decrease  of  her  alkali-imports 
from  England  and  the  increase  of  her  exports  to  foreign 
countries. 


Cuban  and  Porto  Rico  Tariff. — The  United  States 
authorities  have  revised  the  import-tariff  for  Cuba  and  Porto 
Rico,  and  the  following  are  the  more  important  fixtures 
decided  upon  : — Liquorice-extract,  camphor,  aloes,  and 
similar  vegetable  products  are  to  pay  5  25  pesos  per  100 
kilos.,  and  opium  products  will  pay  100  per  cent,  ad  val.  ; 
other  vegetable  products  used  in  medicine  will  pay  2  75  pesos 
per  100  kilos.  Of  chemicals,  the  following  are  noticeable: — 
Sulphur,  -15  peso  per  100  kilos. ;  bromine,  iodine,  and 
phosphorus,  35  peso  per  kilo.  ;  hydrochloric,  boracic,  nitric, 
and  sulphuric  acids,  30  peso  per  100  kilos.  ;  oxalic,  citric, 
and  tartaric,  1  peso  per  100  kilos. ;  acetic  acid  12  pesos, 
and  other  organic  acids,  with  the  exception  of  fatty  acids, 
10  pesos  per  100  kilos.  Pills,  capsules,  and  medicinal 
dragees  will  pay  25  peso  per  kilo.,  and  pharmaceutical  pro- 
ducts not  otherwise  classified  will  pay  TO  peso  per  kilo. 
Vegetable  oils  generally  will  pay  from  2  50  to  3  pesos  per  100 
kilos.  Perfumery  and  essences  20  peso  per  kilo.,  and 
common  soap  '50  peso  per  100  kilos.  The  monetary  unit  of 
J  Cuba  is  the  peso,  now  equal  to  about  3s.  \0d. 

German  Apotheker  Verein. — The  meeting  of  this 

!  Society  at  Cologne,  briefly  referred  to  in  our  last  issue,  was 
on  the  whole  a  little  brisker  than  usual,  which  is  satisfactory, 
considering  that,  according  to  the  Burgomaster,  friendly 
relations  have  existed  between  apothekers  and  the  city 
since  1478.  The  archives  prove  it.  The  annual  report  of 
the  Council  of  the  Verein  did  not  contain  much  of  world- 
wide interest.    Upon  the  woman-pharmacist  question  the 

j  Council  hedged,  dealt  with  the  '•  Schrankdrogisten  "  question 
and  Burroughs,  Wellcome  &  Co.  in  one  paragraph,  and  once 
more  tried  to  put  life  into  the  proposal  to  establish  district- 
laboratories,  which  the  branches  of  the  Verein  oppose.  The 

j  report  was  accepted  without  discussion.  Dr.  Konig,  of  Karse- 
feld,  had  the  ear  of  the  meeting  while  he  proposed  that  the 
publication  of  the  Archiv  der  Pharmacic  should  be  abandoned, 
because  it  helps  apothekers  neither  in  their  scientific  en- 
deavours nor  in  the  struggle  to  make  bread  and  butter. 
Better,  he  said,  to  save  the  15,000m.  which  the  Archiv 
costs,  and  give  the  money  to  the  branches  of  the  Verein, 
which  would  then  be  able  to  give  their  delegates  the  allow- 
ance which  they  sadly  need.  He  disclaimed  any  reflection 
upon  the  gifted  editors  of  the  Archiv,  but  contended  that 
the  papers  which  appear  in  it  might  as  well  be  published  in 
a  chemical  journal.  The  latter  course  would,  at  any  rate, 
let  other  professions  know  how  desirous  apothekers  were  to 
shine  in  the  scientific  line.  Dr.  Vogt  (Butzbach)  considered 
that  the  Verein  could  only  maintain  its  position  by  con- 
tinuing to  publish  the  Archiv  ;  but  Herr  Johansen  put  it  to 
the  meeting  that  journals  of  pharmacy  and  science  have 
increased  in  number  since  the  Verein  started  the  Archiv,  and 
there  is  now  less  reason  for  an  official  publication  of  the 
kind.  Against,  the  proposal  followed  a  storm  of  disapproba- 
tion and  verbosity,  which  culminated  in  the  President's 
declaration  that  the  expense  of  the  publication  of  the  Archiv 

j  is  infinitesimal  in  comparison  with  the  high  advantages 
obtained  from  it — the  most  distinguished  scientific  pharma- 
ceutical journal  in  the  world.  The  Deutsche  Apotheker 
Verein  has,  said  the  President,  a  mission  to  follow  not  only 
on  behalf  of  its  own  members,  but  in  the  interests  of  phar- 
macy generally.  As  regards  the  Council's  view  of  the 
suppression  of  the  Archiv,  that  is  determined — Never  ? 
With  this  autocratic  declaration  the  President  passed  on  to 
other  matters,  including  a  communication  on  cryptogams. 
Other  internal  affairs  of  the  Verein  afterwards  received 
attention,  and  the  unsatisfactory  condition  of  country 
apothekers  was  also  discussed.    It  seems  they  grumble  as 

;  much  in  Germany  as  in  this  country,  and  with  as  good 
reason,  according  to  Herr  Zumbroich,  who  has  made  inquiry 
and  finds  that  country  apothekers  have  very  little  dispens- 
ing to  do.    Out  of  100  apothekers,  he  has  found  that  eleven 

i  obtain  less  than  1  per  cent,  of  their  receipts  from  dispens- 
ing, nine  have  1  to  2  per  cent.,  nineteen  have  2  to  3  per 
cent.,  thirteen  have  3  to  4  per  cent.,  fifteen  have  4  to  5  per 

[  cent.,  ten  have  5  to  6  per  cent.,  six  have  6  to  7  per  cent., 
nine  have  7  to  8  per  cent.,  four  have  8  to  9  per  cent.,  and 
four  have  over  10  per  cent.    This  terrible  state  of  affairs  is 

I  due  chiefly  to  the  lack  of  doctors  in  the  districts,  or,  rather, 
to  the  unpardonable  good  health  of  the  natives,  and  Herr 
Zumbroich's  remedy  is  to  raise  the  prices  of  the  physic — if 

I  he  can  get  the  Government  to  agree  to  that. 
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legal  IReports. 


The  Pharmacy  Act. 

The  Sale  op  Weed-killer. 

On  Tuesday,  September  6,  at  the  Tonbridge  Police  Court, 
before  Mr.  H.  A.  Darbishire  and  other  magistrates,  the 
Acme  Chemical  Company  were  summoned,  at  the  instance  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  for  unlawfully  selling  poison 
otherwise  than  as  provided  in  section  17  of  the  Pharmacy 
Act,  1868  The  case  first  came  on  at  the  same  court  three 
weeks  previously,  when  it  appeared  that  it  was  based  on  a 
letter  written  on  behalf  of  the  prosecutors  by  their  agent, 
Mr  Harry  Moon,  residing  at  Brockley.  On  that  occasion, 
Mr.  C.  W.  Flux,  who  represented  the  Society,  was  about  to 
read  a  copy  of  the  letter,  but  Mr.  Neve,  for  the  defendant 
company,  objected,  and  said  he  had  had  no  notice  to  pro- 
duce the  letter.  After  some  discussion  it  was  agreed  that 
the  case  should  be  adjourned,  so  that  notice  to  produce  in 
due  form  might  be  given.  On  the  resumption  of  the  case 
Mr.  R  E.  Vanghan  Williams,  barrister,  appeared  for  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  and  Mr.  A.  H.  Neve,  jun.,  solicitor, 
Tonbridge,  defended  on  behalf  of  the  company. 

Mr.  Neve,  who  entered  a  plea  of  not  guilty,  raised  a  pre- 
liminary objection  under  the  section.  It  was  possible  for 
four  or  five  offences  to  have  been  committed,  and  he  was 
entitled  to  have  it  distinctly  stated  in  the  summons  what 
offence  his  clients  were  charged  with. 

The  Bench  overruled  this  objection,  and  counsel  for  the 
prosecution,  in  opening  the  case,  said  the  summons  was 
taken  under  section  17  tf  the  Phaimacy  Act,  an  Act  passed 
for  the  protection  of  the  public.  What  he  alleged  against 
the  company  was  that  they  sold  one  of  the  poisons  contained 
in  the  first  part  of  schedule  A  of  the  Act,  the  particular  poison 
being  arsenic  and  its  pre|  a-ations,  and  he  should  prove,  he 
thought,  to  their  satisfaction  that  two  of  the  requirements  of 
that  section  had  not  been  complied  with.  In  the  first  place, 
the  purchaser  was  unknown  to  the  defendants  who  sold  the 
arsenic  ;  in  the  second  place,  he  was  not  introduced  to  them, 
and,  more  than  that,  no  signature  of  the.  purchaser  was 
affixed  to  the  form  F,  as  was  required  by  uie  Act.  He  sub- 
mitted that  if  he  proved  that  a  conviction  must  follow.  The 
defendants  were  a  limited  company,  earning  on  business  at 
Tonbridge  in  the  manufacture  of  weed-killers.  The  weed- 
killer in  question  was  a  powder,  and  contained  practically 
70  per  cent,  of  arsenic.  The  quantity  bought  was  a  tin  con- 
taining 1  lb.  14  oz  ,  and  of  that  1  lb.  5  oz.  was  pure  arsenic. 
It  was  an  exceedingly  dangerous  poison,  and  wherever  an 
infringement  of  the  Act  was  made  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
Society  to  take  action.  But  the  defendants  were  previously 
cautioned.  On  April  10,  1893,  the  Society's  solicitor  wrote  a 
letter  of  caution,  and  the  company  replied,  undertaking  to 
take  every  possible  precaution  in  future  against  the  infringe- 
ment of  the  Act.  Finding  afterwards  that  the  defendants 
were  not  doing  so,  however,  the  Society  deemed  it  their  duty 
to  institute  the  present  prosecution.  Accordingly,  they 
instructed  Mr.  Moon,  clerk  to  the  Registrar  of  the  Society,  to 
write  a  letter  to  the  company  ordering  one  tin  of  weed-killer, 
and  the  tin  containing  the  amount  of  arsenic  that  he  had 
described  was  received  by  return  of  post  on  July  26.  If  he 
proved  his  case  he  did  not  think  the  Bench  would  feel  that 
an  infliction  of  the  full  penalty  would  be  too  severe,  for 
although  the  defendants  at  first  gave  an  undertaking  to 
comply  with  the  law,  a  mere  undertaking  like  that  was  not 
sufficient  to  protect  them  if  they  disregarded  it. 

Charles  W  eston  Langley  Fkix,  solicitor  to  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society,  then  proved  the  writing  of  the  letters  to  the 
defendant  company,  and  the  receipt  of  the  replies,  the  letters 
being  produced  and  read  <  uL.  in  court. 

Harry  Moon,  clerk  to  the  Begistrar  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  living  at  1  S1".  Margaret's  Road,  Brockley,  Kent, 
deposed  to  writing  for  and  receiving  a  tin  of  the  weed-killer 
produced.  He  was  not  asked  to  sign  any  book  or  form,  and 
did  not  do  so. 

Ernest  John  Eastes,  61  Chancery  Lane,  F.I.C.  and  Ph.C, 
deposed  to  analysing  the  tin  of  weed-killer.  He  found  that 
it  contained  1  lb.  14  oz.  of  a  whitish  powder,  consisting 
mainly  of  a  mixture  of  arsenic  and  caustic  soda.    There  was 


1  lb.  5  oz.  of  arsenic,  or  70  per  cent,  of  the  whole.  There 
was  sutlicient  arsenic  to  kill  four  or  five  thousand  people. 

Mr.  Neve  addressed  the  Bench  at  considerable  length  on 
behalf  of  his  clients.  He  maintained  that  both  upon  the 
law  and  fact  the  prosecution  should  fail.  The  Act  was 
framed  to  deal  with  individual  dealing  in  poisons,  and  he 
argued  that  neither  section  17  nor  any  other  portion  of  the  Act 
could  apply  to  corporate  bodies.  He  cited  in  support  of  his 
contention  the  judgment  in  the  Court  of  Appeal,  ratified  by 
the  House  of  Lords,  in  the  case  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
v.  the  London  and  Provincial  Supply  Association  (Limited), 
to  the  effect  that  sections  1  and  15  of  the  Act  only  applied 
to  individuals,  and  not  corporate  bodies,  and  contended  that 
section  17  was  in  precisely  the  same  position.  The  Act 
stipulated  that  the  purchaser  must  be  known  to  the 
seller,  but  nothing  was  laid  down  as  to  how  he  should 
be  known.  In  this  case  Mr.  Moon  had  gained  such 
a  fame  in  connection  with  similar  prosecutions  that 
the  company  knew  who  he  was;  therefore  the  poison  was  not 
sold  to  a  man  unknown  to  the  company. 

Mr.  Williams  said  he  was  bound  to  admit  that  section  15 
did  not  apply  to  a  corporation  or  limited  company  ;  but,  in 
the  case  which  had  been  cited  by  his  friend,  it  was  particularly 
laid  down  that  section  17  stood  upon  a  different  footing. 
Lord  Selborne,  the  highest  Judge  then  in  the  land, expressed 
the  firm  opinion  that  section  17  of  the  Act  did  apply  to 
corporate  bodies  as  well  as  individuals,  and  no  judgment 
had  ever  been  appealed  against  on  that  point  since  that 
expression  of  opinion. 

No  witnesses  were  called  for  the  defence,  and  the  Bench, 
after  a  brief  retirement,  announced,  through  the  Chairman, 
tha";  they  were  unanimously  of  opinion  that  there  ought  to 
be  a  conviction.  The  company  would,  therefore,  be  fined  51 , 
with  costs. 

Mr.  Neve  asked  the  Bench  to  state  a  case  for  a  higher 
Court,  on  the  point  as  to  the  application  of  the  words  in  the 
section. 


Defendant  Proves  the  Case  against  Him. 

In  the  City  of  London  Court,  on  Tuesday,  before  Mr.  G' 
Pitt-Lewis,  the  Deputy-Judge,  an  action  was  brought  by 
Buchanan,  Sons  Sc  Foster  (Limited),  275  Strand,  W.C.,  to 
recover  the  sum  of  91.  10s  ,  for  certain  Scotch  food  supplied 
to  the  defendant,  Mr.  H.  C.  Bedding,  druggist,  Cash  Drug- 
stores, Walton-on-Naze.  Mr.  Green,  plaintiffs'  counsel,  said 
that  the  plaintiffo'  traveller,  who  took  the  order  for  the  food, 
not  being  in  court,  placed  him  in  a  difficulty  ;  but  he  pro- 
posed to  get  out  of  it  by  calling  the  defendant  as  a  witness 
in  support  of  his  case.  The  defendant's  solicitor  protested. 
The  Deputy-Judge  said  that  as  the  defendant  was  in  court 
he  must  go  into  the  witness-box  and  give  evidence,  disagree- 
able as  it  might  be.  Mr.  Bedding  was  accordingly  sworn. 
The  written  order  was  put  into  his  bands,  and  he  admitted 
that  it  was  in  his  handwriting.  He  ordered  two  dozen  tins  of 
the  plaintiffs'  Scotch  food,  and  the  goods  were  delivered. 
Subsequently  be  wrote  a  letter,  which  was  produced,  inti- 
mating that  he  was  going  to  give  up  business,  and  that  the 
goods  were  lying  at  the  Great  Eastern  Railway  Company's 
place.  Then  he  wrote,  "I  am  sending  the  goods  back, 
because  of  my  failing  in  business.  I  have  '  gone  under.'  I 
thought  it  best  to  send  them  back."  The  plaintiffs  had 
refused  to  take  them  back.  Mr.  Green  said  that  was  his 
case.  He  was  much  obliged  to  the  defendant  for  proving 
his  case  for  him.  The  defendant's  solicitor  said  he  was 
unaware  of  the  existence  of  the  letters  which  the  plaintiffs 
had  been  able  to  produce.  The  Deputy-Judge  said  he  was 
sure  the  solicitor  did  not  know  of  them.  If  he  had,  he 
would  no  doubt  have  told  his  client  to  take  a  walk  in  Cheap- 
side  just  before  the  case  was  called  on.  (Laughter.) 
The  defendant's  solicitor  said  his  defence  was  that  the 
defendant  was  to  have  been  appointed  sole  agent  for  the 
sale  of  the  plaintiffs'  goods  in  Walton.    That  appointment 

I  was  never  made.  The  Deputy-Judge  pointed  out  that  there 
was  nothing  about  the  agency  in  the  letters  which  had  been 
produced  with  such  an  unfortunate  effect  for  the  defendant. 
Had  the  solicitor  known  what  was  coming,  of  course,  he 
would  have  told  his  client  to  slip  outside  the  court.  But  he 
did  not.    There  must  be  judgment  for  the  plaintiffs  for  the 

i  amount  claimed,  with  costs. 
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Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

Linseed-meal. 

At  the  Fife  Sheriff  Couit  on  September  6,  the  Guardbridge 
Co-operative  Society  (Limited).  Guardbridge,  were  charged 
with  having  on  July  21,  within  their  premises  at  Guard- 
biidge,  sold  by  the  hands  of  Euphemia  Chalmers, 
manageress  or  saleswoman  for  said  company,  to  John 
Macrae,  St.  Andrews,  Distiict  Sanitaiy  Inspector  for  the 
Countv  Council,  1  lb  of  linseed-meal  from  which  not  less 
than  19  6  per  cent,  by  weight  of  Oil  had  been  abstracted. 
Mr.  Kenton,  who  appeared  to  prosecute,  said  he  did  not 
suggest  any  fraud  on  the  part  of  the  defendants,  but  the 
case  had  been  raised  with  the  view  of  getting  a  decision  on 
an  important  point.  Mr.  Davidson,  for  the  defence,  stated 
that  his  client  had  sold  the  article  demanded,  and  it  had 
been  known  as  linseed-meal  for  a  great  number  of  years. 
The  Sheriff,  after  hearing  evidence  and  arguments,  came  to 
the  conclusion  that  he  had  no  alternative  but  to  hold  the 
complaint  not  proven.  He  was  satisfied  that,  whatever  view 
the  British  Pharmacopceia  might  take,  there  certainly  weTe 
two  substances  known  as  linsced-meal — one  from  linseed- 
cake,  the  other  from  the  linseed.  The  theory  of  the  prose- 
cution was  that  the  Inspector,  by  asking  for  linseed,  was 
entitled  to  get  what  is  described  in  the  British  Pharma- 
copoeia as  crushed  linseed.  He  could  not  adopt  that  sug- 
gestion. It  seemed  to  him  that  in  that  particular  case — 
looking  at  it  from  the  seller's  point  of  view,  who  did  not 
know  what  the  purchaser  wanted — the  seller  was  quite 
justified  in  selling  him  linseed-cake  meal,  there  being  no 
specification  of  what  was  wanted.  Mr.  Davidson  asked  for 
expenses.  Mr.  Renton  said  it  was  a  prosecution  that  was  as 
much  in  the  interest  of  the  Co-operative  Society  as  that  of 
the  public.  He  held  that  the  motion  was  incompetent, 
remarking  that  it  was  a  recognised  rule  that  expenses  were 
not  allowed  to  defenders  in  public  prosecutions.  The 
Sheriff  remarked  he  did  not  thiDk  that  Mr.  Davidson  wished 
the  door  open  for  an  appeal,  and  he  refused  expenses. 


A  Soap  Trade=mark. 

Price's  Patent  Candlb  Company  (Limited)  v.  The 
Amieal  Soap  Syndicate  and  Geanrichstadten. 

This  case  was  set  down  for  hearing  on  Wednesday  last  in 
the  High  Court  of  Justice,  before  Mr.  Justice  Phillimore, 
sitting  as  Vacation  Judge,  and  was  stated  to  be  an  action 
for  an  injunction  to  restrain  defendants  from  infringing 
plaintiffs'  trade-mark.  However,  on  the  application  of 
counsel  for  the  plaintiffs,  the  matter  was  adjourned  for  a 
fortnight. 


Bankruptcy  IReport. 


Re  Owen  Mills,  Bethesda,  Drug-dealer. 
This  debtor  appeared  for  his  public  examination  at  the 
Bangor  Bankruptcy  Court  on  September  1,  before  Mr. 
Registrar  Jones.  The  statement  of  affairs  filed  by  the  debtor 
disclosed  liabilities  1531.  19s.  Qd.,  the  deficiency  being 
returned  at  1692.  6s.  Id.  Replying  to  the  Official  Receiver, 
the  debtor  stated  that  he  attributed  his  present  position  to 
the  strike  at  the  slate  quarries,  illness  in  family,  and  want 
of  capital.  The  reason  he  did  not  file  his  petition  when  the 
strike  began  was  because  he  did  not  think  it  would  last  so 
loDg.  The  debtor  was  eventually  allowed  to  pass  his 
examination. 


The  Pasteur  Institute  Cubes.— The  Journal  do  Medi- 
cine of  Paris  gives  an  account  of  a  policeman  who  had  been 
bitten  by  a  rabid  dog.  He  was  treated  at  the  Pasteur  Insti- 
tute for  eighteen  days,  was  then  discharged  as  cured,  became 
ill,  was  seen  by  a  doctor  who  telephoned  to  the  Institute, 
and  was  answered  by  the  director,  who  said  the  man  must 
be  suffering  from  some  other  disease  than  hydrophobia  as 
he  had  left  their  Institute  completely  cured.  In  three  days 
the  man  was  dead  of  hydrophobia,  but  his  case  is  pretty 
certain  to  appear  in  the  Pasteur  annals  as  a  "  cure."— 
Zoophilist. 


Gasctte. 


PARTNERSHIPS  DISSOLVED. 

Broadbent,  T.,  and  Dutson,  M.,  under  the  style  o£  Broadbent  &  Co., 
Bootle,  botanical  brewers. 

Brooke,  W.  H.,  and  Haley,  P.,  under tue style  of  Brooke  &  Haley, 
Stonewell,  Lancashire,  aerated-water  manufacturers. 

Eland,  H.  S.,  and  Cox,  W.  W.  <  the  trustees  of  tlie  will  of  Geoigc 
Delves,  late  of  Exeter,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  deceased),  and 
Rowsell,  P.  F.,  under  the  style  of  Holuian,  Hani  &  Oo.,  Exeier  and 
Heavitree,  wholesale  and  retail  chemists. 

Caitskell,  E.  F.,  and  Creen,  H.  M.,  5yd  il  im,  S.E.,  general  practi- 
tioners in  medicine  ami  surgery. 

Jenkinson,  C.  W.,  and  Green,  J.,  under  style  ol  J.  Green  &  Co., 
Powis  Street,  Woolwich,  wholesale  drys liters  and  oilman's  sun- 
driesmen. 

Krohne,  C.  W.,  and  Sesemann,  H.  F.,  under  the  style  of  Krohne  & 
Scsemann,  Duke  Street,  Barrett  Street,  Manchester  Square,  W., 
surgical-instrument  makers. 

THE  BANKRUPTCY  ACTS,  1833  AND  1890. 
Adjudications 

Baker,  Benjamin  Howard  (late  carrying  on  business  as  Baker  &  Co.), 

Liverpool,  drysalter. 
Barnby,  Thomas  Bayldon,  Bradford,  dental  surgeon. 
Eady,  George  John,  Enfield,  surgeon. 

Garwood,  George  James,  late  Norwich,  chemist  and  druggist. 
Geldart,  Harry  May,  Blackburn,  manager  of  a  chemical-manufacturing 
company. 

Saunders,  Ashby  Varley,  Cleckheaton,  chemical-works  manager. 
Oedee  made  on  Application  foe  Discharge. 

Addingley,  Samuel,  Pontefract  ami  Knottingley,  glass-bottle  manufac- 
turer— discharge  suspended  for  two  years,  ending  August  9,  1900. 


S>eeo  of  HryartQement 


Billinge,  Mark,  60  Market  Street,  Hyde,  chemist  and  druggist. 
Trustee,  Harry  L.  Price,  Manchester,  accountant.  Dated.  August  30  ; 
filed,  September  3.  Liabilities  unsecured,  476/.  4s.  6'/.  ;  estimate!  net 
assets,  203/.  2s.  6ii.   The  following  are  scheduled  as  creditors  :— 


£  i.  d. 

Barron,  Harveys  &  Co.,  London                                 84  0  0 

Duncan,  W.  A.,  &  Co.,  Manchester   15  0  0 

Evans,  Sons  &  Co.,  Liverpool                                    40  0  0 

Hirst,  Brooke  &  Co.,  Leeds   13  0  0 

Hockin,  Wilson  &  Co.,  Salford  19  0  0 

Jewsbury  &  Brown.  Manchester         . .        . .  ..1000 

Woolley,  J.,  Sons  &  Co.  (Limited),  Manchester       ..    81  0  0 

Bankers' claims                                           150  0  0 


flew  Companies  &  Company  IRem 


Geobge  Davis  (Limited).— Capital  2,000/.,  in  1?.  shares. 
Objects :  To  acquire  and  carry  on  the  business  of  a  mineral- 
water  and  cordial  manufacturer  carried  on  by  George  Davis, 
at  Whitefield,  near  Manchester.  Kegistered  office,  Charnley 
Mill,  Charnley  Street,  Whitefield,  near  Manchester. 

Henry  Clark  &  Sons  (Limited).— Capital  10,OOOZ.,  in 
101.  shares.  Objects:  To  enter  into  an  agreement  with  a 
company  of  the  same  name,  and  its  liquidator,  and  to  carry 
on  the  business  of  oil  iefiners  and  importers,  varnish  and 
paint  makers,  &c.  The  first  directors  are  Henry  Clark,  junior, 
and  Eraser  Selby. 

Escoffier's  Food  Preparations  Syndicate  (Limi- 
ted).— Capital  5,000/.,  in  1/.  shares.  To  enter  into  an 
agreement  with  Auguste  Escoffier,  and  to  acquire,  develop, 
work,  and  deal  with  a  process  for  the  manufacture  of 
concentrated  meat  essences,  soup  tablets,  meat  lozenges, 
soups,  sauces,  preserved  meats,  cheeses,  vinegar,  &c.  The 
first  directors  are  Venant  Benoist  and  Auguste  Escoffier. 
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Walkee,  Haeeison  &  Gabthwaites  (Limited).  — 
Capital  50,000/.,  in  11.  shares  (15,000  preference).  Objects  : 
To  acquire  the  business  now  carried  on  by  Wm.  P.  Harrison 
at  the  Phoenix  Biscuit-works,  Ratcliff  Cross,  London,  as 
"  Walker  &  Harrison,"  and  by  the  Fish  Biscuit  Company 
(Limited),  at  Great  Grimsby,  and  to  manufacture,  sell  and 
deal  in  foods  for  mankind  and  animals,  and  preparations, 
medicines,  and  drugs  for  dogs,  birds,  poultry,  game,  &c.  The 
first  directors  are  Wm.  P.  Harrison,  Harry  Barker  and 
Edward  A.  Cox. 

W.  Edwaeds  (Limited).— Capital  5,0002.,  in  12.  shares. 
Objects  :  To  acquire  and  carry  on  the  business  of  a  vendor  of 
requisites  for  dental  surgery  carried  on  by  Walter  Edwards, 
at  19  and  20  Railway  Approach,  London  Bridge,  S  E.,  and  to 
carry  on  the  business  of  chemists,  druggists  and  surgical- 
instrument  manufacturers.  The  first  subscribers  (each  with 
one  share)  are: — Miss  K.  King,  Wm.  King,  gentleman,  and 
Mrs.  E.  King,  17  Mentone  Road,  N. ;  Mrs.  A.  E.  Inwards, 
102  Albany  Street,  Regent's  Park,  N.W. ;  H.  A.  St.  George, 
Prospect  House,  Sudbury,  artist ;  H.  A.  Povah,  65  Park 
Lane,  Clissold  Park,  N.,  traveller  ;  H.  Allen,  1  Bridport  Place, 
Thornton  Heath,  jeweller.  The  first  directors  are  Henry 
Allen,  Harry  A.  St.  George  and  William  King.  Registered 
office,  19  and  20  Railway  Approach,  London  Bridge,  S.E. 

Societe  Feancaise  de  Chieuegie  (Limited). — Capital 
40,0002.,  in  42.  shares  (1,200  Founders').  Objects:  To  adopt 
an  agreement  with  Henri-Victor  Genisson  and  Charles  Vaast, 
and  to  carry  on  the  business  of  surgical-instrument  manu- 
facturers, medical  and  veterinary  appliance  makers,  metal 
and  glass  manufacturers,  indiarubber  manufacturers,  box- 
makers,  metal-polishers,  &c.  The  first  subscribers  (each  with 
one  share)  are : — R.  J.  Jenner,  13  Maddox  Street,  Regent 
Street,  W.,  retired  major ;  J.  Crewe,  61  Ickburgh  Road, 
Clapton,  surveyor  ;  W.  Best,  2  St.  George's  Terrace,  Regent's 
Park,  N.W..  director;  C.  T.  H.  Bennett,  6  Alberton  Road, 
Stoke  Newington,  engineer  ;  H.  Reed,  6  Great  Winchester 
Street,  EG,  secretary;  R.  Wolfenden,  29  Lincoln's  Inn 
Fields,  W.C  ,  solicitor  ;  W.  T.  Booten,  78  Bishopsgate  Street, 
E.C,  licensed  victualler.  The  subscribers  are  to  appoint  the 
first  directors. 

Shieley,  Spence  &  Belfoed  (Limited). — Registered 
in  Dublin  on  September  3  with  a  capital  of  25,0002.,  in  101. 
shares,  to  carry  on  the  business  of  druggists,  oil  and  colour 
merchants,  chemists,  chemical-manufacturers,  drysalters, 
fruit-merchants,  general  merchants  and  importers,  wine, 
spirit  and  provision  merchants,  bakers,  &c.  The  first  sub- 
scribers (each  with  one  share)  are : — Edmond  Burke,  38 
Thomas  Street,  Dublin,  tea-merchant ;  Andrew  Armstrong, 
Northumberland  Works,  Lower  Abbey  Street,  Dublin,  mer- 
chant ;  James  Walker,  Jones  Road,  Dublin,  printer ;  James 
Shirley,  79  Moyne  Road,  Dublin,  registered  druggist ; 
Alexander  Spence,  5  St.  Vincent  Street,  Berkeley  Road, 
Dublin,  traveller ;  Thomas  W.  Belford,  122  South  Circular 
Road,  Dublin,  warehouseman  ;  Edward  A.  Inman,  9  Eglington 
Park,  Kingstown,  cashier.  The  first  directors  are  the  first  six 
subscribers.    Registered  office,  45  Mary  Street,  Dublin. 


5,522  fully-paid-up  were  given  to  the  vendor  of  Uie  concern, 
and  1,277  issued  to  the  public.  The  company  carried  on  busi- 
ness successfully  for  some  time,  but  had  since  incurred 
liabilities  which  had  red  to  the  resolution  for  voluntarily 
winding  up.  Judge  Kenny  gave  leave  for  the  holding  of  the 
meeting  of  unsecured  creditors,  Mr.  Killingley  to  be  the 
chairman  of  it. 

Grafce  Hlotea. 


Boots  (Limited). — At  a  sale  of  shares  held  at  Lincoln  on 
September  2,  fifty  11.  6-per-cent.  cumulative  preference  shares, 
fully  paid,  in  Boots  (Limited),  cash  chemists,  Nottingham 
and  other  places,  and  100  ordinary  shares  (11.)  in  the  same 
company  were  offered.  The  former  fetched  11.  9s.  and  the 
latter  11.  18s.  each. 

Feed  Lewis  &  Co.  (Limited).— Application  was  made 
last  week,  in  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench,  Dublin,  in  the 
matter  of  this  company,  who  had  carried  on  business  as 
druggists'  sundriesmen  at  Fleet  Street,  Dublin,  and  whose 
undertaking  is  in  voluntary  liquidation.  An  order  was 
applied  for  on  the  part  of  the  liquidator,  Mr.  A.  Killingley, 
under  the  Joint-stock  Companies  Arrangement  Act  of  1870,  to 
hold  three  separate  meetings,  one  of  debenture-holders  in 
Dublin,  one  of  unsecured  creditors  in  Cannon  Street  Hotel, 
London,  and  one  of  the  members  and  contributors  of  the 
company.  The  object  was  to  carry  out  an  arrangement 
whereby  there  was  to  be  a  sale  of  the  concern  to  a  purchaser, 
and  6s.  8d.  in  the  pound  to  be  paid  to  the  unsecured  credi- 
tors in  instalments,  the  payment  of  which  was  to  be  secured 
by  bills.  The  company  was  incorporated  in  July,  1886,  the 
nominal  capital  being  10,0002.    Out  of  6,799  shares  issued 


Messes.  Linton,  Hubbaed  &  Co.,  of  27  Leadenhall 
Street,  announce  that  they  have  ceased  to  represent  Mr. 
O.  S.  Jervell  for  cod-liver  oil,  but  that  they  are  now  offering 
other  first-class  brands  of  Lofoten  oil.  Messrs.  W.  Charity  k. 
Sons  have  taken  Mr.  Jervell's  agency. 

Speatt's  Patent  (Limited)  copy  a  cartoon  from  The 
Morning,  and  publish  it  among  our  advertisements,  repre- 
senting the  Russian  Bear  offering  a  Spratt's  biscuit  to  the 
Dogs  of  War,  to  tempt  them  to  come  and  be  muzzled. 

The  Liebic;  Company's  bonus  scheme  is  advertised  in 
our  to-day's  issue.  The  company  are  allowing  a  cash  bonus 
of  5  per  cent,  on  orders  received,  under  certain  conditions, 
between  September  15  and  October  15,  which  will  doubtless 
be  an  inducement  to  the  trade  to  give  an  impetus  to  the 
already  extensive  sales  of  this  old-established  company's 
preparation. 

TnE  "  Altebnating  Douche." — Dr.  Heinrich  Schmidt 
has  designed  the  apparatus  which  is  figured  on  the  margin  of 
this  note.    It  carries  out 

a  well-known  and  proved  m  , gg 

hydrops t hi.-  principle  fZ'^J  .'  '  tW^S§^^±iSli. 
that  sudden  change  of  s~ 
temperature  is  one  of  the 
best  means  for  stimulat- 
ing the  circulation. 
Gynaecologists  are  be- 
ginning to  find  that  the 
application  to  the  treat- 
ment of  uterine  troubles 
—  particularly  those 
which  are  not  of  a 
vital  nature,  such  as 
menstrual  suppression, 
catarrhal  conditions,  and 
the  like  —  is  followed 
with  benefit.  The  new 
douche  is  a  successful 
attempt  to  supply  women 
with  an  apparatus  which 
they  can  use  as  easily 
as  an  ordinary  single 
douche.  The  apparatus 
consists  of  two  reser- 
voirs, in  one  of  which 
water  at  64°  F  ,  and  into 
the  other  water  at  86°  F., 
is  placed.  These  do  not 
unite  and  flow  out  in  one 
stream,  but,  by  turning 
the  tap  a  quarter  turn,  either  the  cold  water  or  the  warm 
flows  out,  and  as  the  change  is  effected  in  the  fraction  of  a 
second  the  maximum  stimulus  is  thus  obtained.  The  douche 
is  also  successfully  used  in  treating  chronic  constipation  and 
nasal  catarrh,  and  the  apparatus  is  provided  with  the  re- 
quisite appliances  for  these  purposes.  The  douche  canlbe 
obtained  by  retailers  through  any  druggists'  sundriesman. 

Radiogeaphy. — We  have  received  the  Rontgen  price-list 
of  Messrs.  Isenthal,  Potzler  &  Co.,  85  Mortimer  Street, 
Cavendish  Square,  W.  It  is  a  list  of  requirements  for  #-ray 
work,  and  contains  particulars  of  every  piece  of  apparatus 
required  for  practical  work.  The  induction  coils  are  all 
fitted  with  mercury  breaks,  which  in  turn  have  an  ingenious 
arrangement  for  regulating  the  depth  of  mercury  employed, 
it  having  been  found  that  the  intensity  of  the  z-rays  is 
capable  of  being  influenced  for  the  better  in  this  way.  A 
few  days  ago  we  had  an  opportunity  of  inspecting  the 
Rontgen  Laboratory  fitted  up  at  Mortimer  Street.  The 
installation  includes  a  20-inch  spark  coil  fitted  with  every 
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convenience  for  regulating  the  current,  &c,  and  for  clinical 
use  an  examination  coach,  free  from  any  metal  parts, 
is  provided.  Mr.  A.  W.  Isenthal,  the  principal  of  the  firm,  is 
the  co-author  with  Mr.  Snowden  Ward  of  "  Practical 
Radiography,"  one  of  the  first  published  books  on  the  subject, 
and  which  has  been  brought  up  to  date  in  the  subsequent 
editions.  Mr.  Isenthal  thinks  that  the  therapeutical  side  of 
radiography  is  capable  of  much  extension.  From  experience 
it  is  known  that  a;- rays  cure  lupus,  and  the  cure  being  tried  for 
cancer.  The  analytical  uses  of  the  rays  are  also  of  consider- 
able importance,  and  chemists  who  invest  in  a  set  of  apparatus 
need  not  confine  themselves  to  diagnostic  work,  but  are 
urged  to  develop  the  therapeutic  and  analytic  possibilities 
of  their  apparatus. 

ROCKING-DISH.— Messrs.     Taylor,    Tunnicliffe     &  Co- 

(Limited),  Eastwood- 
Hanley,  have  just  pa- 
tented an  improve- 
ment in  their  "  Grani- 
tine "  photographic 
dishes.  It  consists  of 
two  little  ledges  on 
the  bottom  of  the 
dish,  so  that  the 
rocking  necessary 
when  developing  is 
done  with  greater 
ease,  the  dish,  how- 
ever, automatically 
assuming  a  horizontal 
position  when  left.  It 
is  a  useful  improvement,  and  as  the  price  is  but  a  slight  ad- 
vance on  ordinary  dishes  it  should  be  worth  pmshing  as  a 
speciality  by  photographic  chemists. 


flDarriacjee. 


Bridge — Walker. — On  September  3,  at  Christ  Church 
Wanstead,  Essex,  by  the  Rev.  George  Bell  Doughty,  B.A. 
Alfred,  second  son  of  Mr.  Henry  Bridge,  of  Sutton,  Surrey 
to  Grace  Henrietta  Anne,  only  daughter  of  Mr.  Henry  Walker 
of  "The  Hawthorns,"  Snareebrook  (publisher  of  The  Chemist 
and  Druggist). 

~  Curtis — Scott. — At  St.  George's,  Bloomsbury,  on  Sep- 
tember 1,  Michael  Curtis,  chemist,  51  High  Holborn,  to 
Margaret,  eldest  daughter  of  Augustus  Scott,  of  Oxford 
Street. 

Wilson— Hanburt. — On  September  2,  at  Chefoo,  China, 
William  Wilson,  M.B.,  CM.,  third  son  of  the  late  William 
Wilson,  of  Kendal,  to  Elizabeth,  second  daughter  of  Mr. 
Cornelius  Hanbury,  of  Richmond,  Surrey. 


E>eatbs. 


Eastham.— At  St.  Anne's,  Preston,  on  August  29,  Mr. 
David  Eastham,  of  Canning  Street,  Bury.  Aged  65.  The 
late  Mr.  Eastham  carried  on  the  business  of  manufacturing 
chemist  for  many  years  at  Gollingrod,  Walmerley.  He  took 
a  deep  interest  in  religious  and  philanthropic  affairs,  and 
was  twice  elected  a'member  of  the  Bury  Town  Council. 

Tillett. — At  Maribyrnong  Road,  Moonee  Ponds,  Vic- 
toria, Mr.  J.  Tillett,  chemist.  Aged  61.  Mr.  Tillett  was 
born  at  Brixton,  and  got  his  experience  in  pharmacy 
with  Mr.  Deck,  of  Cambridge.  He  went  out  to  Victoria 
thirty-nine  years  ago,  taking  fixtures  and  stock  with 
him  to  start  a  business.  He  settled  down  in  Geelong, 
and  was  doing  well  there,  when  he  was  seized  with 
the  gold  fever,  and  migrated  to  the  goldfields.  Here  he 
was  burnt  out,  and  after  some  vicissitudes  he  finally  settled 
down  in  Lygon  Street,  Carlton,  where  he  rapidly  built  up 
a  splendid  business.  Misfortune  again  dogged  his  foot- 
steps, and  for  the  last  five  years  Mr.  Tillett  had  been  in 
business  in  Moonee  Ponds.    He  used  to  tell  that  when  he 


reached  Melbourne,  during  his  first  walk  down  its  streets 
he  noticed  a  chemist's  window,  and  looked  in,  and  to  his 
surprise  saw  a  photograph  of  his  old  employer  in  Cambridge, 
Mr.  Deck,  and  a  testimonial  from  him  to  the  occupier,  Mr. 
May,  another  ex-assistant  of  Mr.  Deck.  An  acquaintance- 
ship was  at  once  made  between  the  two  Cantabs. 

Hadpield. — We  print  this  week  a  portrait  of  the  late  Mr. 
W.  P.  Hadfield,  chemist  and  entomologist,  Newark-on- 
Trent,  particulars  of  whose  death  we  published  in  last 
week's  issue.     Mr.  Hadfield  was  the  oldest  tradesman  in 


Newark,  and  the  universal  esteem  in  which  he  was  held  was 
shown  by  the  large  attendance  of  townsmen  at  his  funeral 
on  August  29.  On  that  day  all  the  shops  in  Market  Place, 
where -|Mr.  Hadfield's  establishment  was  situated,  were 
Cosed.    He  leaves  two  daughters. 

Kemp. — At  200  High  Street,  Lincoln,  on  September  5, 
Mr.  John  Kemp,  of  the  firm  of  Kemp  &  Elmitt,  chemists, 
Lincoln.  Aged  64.  Mr.  Kemp,  who  had  been  in  busi- 
ness in  the  same  shop  for  forty-two  years,  had  a  slight 


paralytic  seizure  in  December  of  last  year.  From  this  he 
recovered,  and  eventually  returned  to  business  ;  but  a  second 
attack,  which  occurred  on  August  3,  was  attended  with  fatal 
results.  Mr.  Kemp  had  been  in  partnership  with  Mr.  George 
Elmitt  for  several  years,  and  was  a  quiet  unassuming  gentle- 
man who  took  little  part  in  public  affairs. 
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personalities. 


Mr.  W.  F.  Horton  has  gone  to  the  United  States  for  a 
few  months  on  behalf  of  Messrs.  Alfred  Bishop  &  Sons 
(Limited). 

Mr.  W.  C.  Austen,  chemist  and  druggist,  103  St.  Mary's 
Street,  Southampton,  has  been  elected  a  member  of 
Southampton  Board  of  Guardians. 

~A  Life-size  Portrait  of  Alderman  Thomas  Clarkson, 
chemist,  and  ex-Mayor  of  West  Hartlepool,  has  been  hung  in 
the  Council-chamber  in  that  town. 

Professor  Emil  Behring  has  published  a  reply  to  the 
criticism  of  the  action  taken  by  his  assignees  in  obtaining 
an  American  patent  for  his  diphtheria-serum.  He  sees 
nothing  wrong  in  the  procedure. 

Dr.  A.  W.  Hitt,  formerly  with  Messrs.  W.  R.  Warner  & 
Co.,  of  Philadelphia,  has  severed  his  connection  with  that 
firm  to  take  up  the  position  of  Chicago  representative  for 
Messrs.  Allen  &  Hanburys  (Limited). 

Mr.  J.  Rymer  Young,  of  Warrington,  is  to  deliver  the 
inaugural  address  at  the  opening  of  the  fourteenth  session 
cf  the  Sheffield  Pharmaceutical  and  Chemical  Society's 
School  of  Pharmacy  in  the  Masonic  Hall  on  Thursday. 
October  13. 

Mr.  Horace  Finnimobe,  who  was  successful  in  obtaining 
one  of  the  Bell  Scholarships,  was  until  recently  a  pupil  of 
Messrs.  Poole  &  Son,  chemists,  Newcastle,  Staffs.  Whilst 
with  them  he  studied  chemistry  and  botany  at  the  Newcastle 
Evening  Science  Classes. 

To  mark  the  occasion  of  the  opening  of  their  new  ware- 
house and  factory,  the  travelling-staff  of  Messrs.  Ayrton  & 
Saunders,  Liverpool  (nine  in  number),  have  presented  Mr. 
W.  H.  Saunders  with  a  handsome  Cutler  roll-top  desk  and 
office-chair,  expressing  at  the  same  time  their  best  wishes 
for  continued  prosperity  to  the  firm,  which  some  of  them 
have  been  connected  with  for  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century. 

Mr.  John  Irwin  Scott,  the  first  Bell's  Scholar,  was 
educated  at  the  Merchant  Taylor's  School,  Great  Crosby, 
where  he  held  several  scholarships,  and  served  his  appren- 
ticeship with  Mr.  Harold  Wyatt,  of  Bootle.  In  consequence 
of  his  successes  at  the  Bootle  Technical  School  he  was 
admitted  to  a  free  course  of  study  at  the  Royal  College  of 
Science  last  year,  taking  out-lectures  and  practical  labora- 
tory work  in  chemistry  and  physics,  with  the  result  that  at 
the  recent  Intermediate  Examination  in  Science  of  the 
London  University  he  received  a  "  First  Honours "  in 
chemistry  and  a  "  Second  Honours  "  in  physics.  In  addition 
to  this  he  obtained  a  science-scholarship  at  Merton  College, 
Oxford. 

Dr.  Daniel  Morris,  C.M.G.,  has  relinquished  the  post  of 
Assistant-Director  of  Kew  Gardens  to  take  up  the  duties  of 
Commissioner  of  the  Imperial  Department  of  Agriculture  for 
the  West  Indies.  Dr.  Morris  is  a  man  with  extensive 
experience  as  an  administrator  in  botanical  affairs. 
He  is  a  graduate  in  arts  (M.A.)  and  science  (D.Sc.)  of 
Trinity  College,  Dublin,  and  also  studied  science  at  the 
Royal  College,  South  Kensington,  taking  the  highest  honours 
in  natural  science.  In  1877  he  was  appointed  Assistant- 
Lirector  of  the  Royal  Botanic  Gardens,  Ceylon,  and  while  he 
1  eld  that  office  he  made  an  investigation  into  the  coffee-leaf 
disease,  for  which  he  was  publicly  thanked,  the  thanks 
being  backed  by  an  honorarium  of  a  year's  salary.  In  1879 
he  was  appointed  Director  of  the  Botanic  Gardens,  Jamaica, 
and  mastered  the  climatic  conditions  and  agricultural  possi- 
bilities of  the  West  Indies  so  thoroughly  that  even  when 
he  was  appointed,  in  1886,  Assistant-Director  at  Kew 
he  was  employed  by  the  Colonial  Office  on  special  missions, 
ihe  last  being  that  of  Scientific  Adviser  to  the  West  India 
Royal  Commission.  His  work  in  this  connection  was  so 
esteemed  that  Mr.  Chamberlain  felt  that  his  services  should 
be  retained,  and  the  new  office  of  Commissioner  was  created 
for  him.  Dr.  Morris  will  make  Barbados  his  headquarters, 
aid  leaves  here  on  September  21. 


Eraoe=fIDarfc6  Hpplico  for. 


Anyone  who  objects  to  the  registration  of  a  trade-mark  mutt 
address  the  Comptroller-General,  Patent  Office,  Chancery 
Lane,  W.C.,  within  a  month  of  the  date  of  publication. 


(From  the  "  Trade  Marks  Journal,"  August  31,  1898.) 

Combination  of  devices  (the  essential  particular) ;  for  aniline  dyes, 
By  K.  Oehler,  Offenbach-on-Main,  manufacturer.  215,027. 

Device ;  for  chemical  substances  used  in  manufactures,  photo- 
graphy, and  philosophical  research.  By  Gilliard  P.  Monult  ct 
Cartier,  Lyons,  France,  manufacturers.  215,211. 

"Pataline";  for  chemical  substances  for  use  in  the  sizing  of 
papers.  By  the  Societe  Anonyme  Metallurgique  de  l'Alu- 
minium,  Brussels,  manufacturers.  215,815. 

"  Diogen  "  ;  for  chemical  substances  for  use  in  manufactures, 
photography,  and  philosophical  research.  By  the  Action 
Gesellschaft  fur  Anilin-Fabrikation,  Berlin,  manufacturers. 
215,944. 

"Janus";  for  chemical  substances  for  use  in  manufactures,  &c- 
By  Die  Farbwerke  vorm.  Meister,  Lucius  &  Briining, 
Hoechst-on-Main,  Germany,  manufacturers.  215,947. 

"  Zanol  "  ;  for  an  embrocation  for  veterinary-purposes  and  for 
human  use.  By  the  Portway  Chemical  Company,  West 
Ham,  E.,  chemical-manufacturers.    214,884  and  214,885. 

Portrait  of  applicant  and  signature  (the  essential  particulars)  ;  for 
patent  medicines.  By  Auguste  Saudron,  Rue  Lafayette, 
Paris,  engineer.  214,413. 

"  Zinoline  "  ;  for  medicated  soap.  By  Barthel  &  Co.,  New  York, 
U.S.A.,  medicated-soap  merchants.  214,463. 

Devices  of  beehive,  bee,  and  wording  (the  combination  of  de- 
vices is  the  essential  particular)  ;  for  honey  mixed  with  a 
chemical  medicine.  By  B.  E.  Smith,  Berners  Street, 
Leicester,  traveller.  214,831. 

"Velmel  Balsam"  (the  essential  particular  being  the  word 
"  Velmel  ") ;  for  a  chemical  substance  for  use  in  medicine  and 
pharmacy.    By  R.  C.  Jones,  Bethesda,  chemist.  214,975. 

"  Klamorine  "  ;  for  a  chemical  preparation  for  headache,  tooth- 
ache, &c.  By  J.  L.  Jones,  Blaenau  Festiniog,  chemist. 
214,976. 

"Heroin";  for  pharmaceutical  preparations  included  within 
Class  3.  By  Farbenfabriken  vorm.  P.  Bayer  &  Co.,  Elber- 
feld,  Germany,  manufacturers.  215,326. 

"BOVOCA";  for  chemical  substances  for  use  in  medicine  and 
pharmacy.  By  Hance  Brothers  iSz  White,  Philadelphia, 
manufacturing  chemists.  215,345. 

"  Cordol  "  ;  for  a  powder  for  rheumatism  and  menstruation  ill- 
nesses. By  Alicia  Krause,  Acre  Lane,  Brixton,  S.W., 
medicine- vendor.  215,346. 

"  Ryssline  "  ;  for  a  medicine  for  human  use.  By  J.  F.  Churchill) 
82  Wimpole  Street,  W.,  doctor  of  medicine. 

Combination  of  devices  (the  essential  particular) ;  for  a  toilet- 
water.    By  R.  Eisenmann,  Berlin,  manufacturer.  215,298. 

Device  and  word  "Euxo"  (the  essential  particulars);  for  a 
preparation  for  the  hair.  By  W.  Baker,  Upper  Clapton,  N.E., 
manufacturer.  215,313. 

(From  the  "  Trade  Marks  Journal,"  September  7,  1898.) 

Device  ;  for  chemical  substances  used  in  manufactures,  photo 
graphy,  and  philosophical  research,  and  for  agricultural, 
horticultural,  veterinary,  and  sanitary  purposes.  By  L.  W. 
Gans,  Frankfort-on-Main,  manufacturing  chemist.  215,735 
and  215,736. 

"Relenta";  for  mineral  and  aerated  waters  (natural  and  arti- 
ficial). By  ^Eneas  Henderson,  M.B.,  CM.,  47  York  Place, 
Perth.  214,068. 

"  Istic  "  ;  for  mineral  and  aerated  waters  (natural  and  artificial)- 
By  G.  W.  J.  Allen,  28  Lennox  Street,  Birmingham,  mineral- 
water  manufacturer.  216,129. 

Combination  of  devices  and  the  word  "  Sunbeam  "  (the  essential 
particulars) ;  for  a  toilet-soap.  By  Lever  Brothers  (Limited), 
Port  Sunlight,  Cheshire,  soap-manufacturers.  214,059. 

"  Ibis"  and  "  Zyloplastin  "  ;  for  all  goods  comprised  in  Class  48. 
By  the  Antexema  Company,  83  Castle  Road,  N.W.,  manu- 
facturers of  skin  and  toilet  preparations.   214,854  and  214,855. 

"  Ordox  "  ;  for  a  toilet-preparation.  By  the  Frosteen  Syndicate 
(Limited),  Glasgow.  215,958. 
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IRcvncws  ano  Xitcran?  Botes. 


Uhe  Arrangement  of  Atoms  in  Space.    By  J.  H.  Van  'tHoff. 


by  Arnold 
6s.  6d. 


Eiloart.     London : 


Translated  and  edited 
Longmans,  Green  &  Co. 
To  be  thoroughly  up  to  date  in  organic  chemistry  one 
must  be  able  to  form  a  mental  picture  of  the  carbon  atom 
in  space,  with  the  hydrogens,  oxygens,  and  other  annexed 
atoms  grouped  around  it  compactly  and  symmetrically.  The 
first  man  who  got  that  idea  into  his  head,  and  told  others 
about  it,  was  Wislicenus ;  but  it  is  the  Dutchman  Van  'tHoff 
who  took  hold  of  it,  looked  at  the  picture  from  the  back, 
front,  tides,  bottom,  top,  edgeways,  and  every  way,  until  he 
turned  it  into  a  theory  which  seems  to  have  become  fixed 
upon  the  organo-chemic  mind  as  a  truth,  with  the  conse- 
quence that  synthesis  has,  since  the  atom-in-space  concep- 
tion was  formulated,  gone  on  with  leaps  and  bounds.  It  is 
a  great  advantage  to  have  Van  'tHoff's  theory  in  his  own 
words.  The  book  is  a  little  hard  to  lead,  and  we  warn  any 
mere  Major  man  that  he  will  find  the  first  fifty  pages  hard 
to  get  over  without  somnolence  ;  but  once  the  theory  is 
grasped  the  book  becomes  more  than  interesting — it  is  men- 
tally nourishing.  It  should  be  read  along  with  the  Alembic 
Club  reprint  of  Pasteur's  "  Asymmetry  "  paper. 

Soaps  :  a  Practical  Man  ual  of  the  Manufacture  of  Domestic, 
Toilet,  and  other  Soaps.  By  Geoege  H.  Hurst,  F.C.S. 
London,  1898:  Scott,  Greenwood  &  Co.  8vo.  Pp.  xii  + 
385.    12s.  6d. 

This  is  a  better  book  on  soap- manufacture  than  any  of  the 
same  size  which  have  been  published  for  some  time.  It 
reads  like  the  "real  thing,"  and  gives  a  very  complete 
account  of  the  technique  of  soap-making,  especially  of  the 
machinery  employed,  the  different  methods,  and  even  the 
arrangements  of  soap-factories.     But,  first,  the  author  deals 
with  the  materials  employed  by  the  soap-maker — alkalies, 
fats  and  oils,  and  perfumes.    He  writes  for  the  soap-maker, 
therefore,  in  general  terms,  frequently   skipping  minute 
consideration  of  scientific  facts.    The  descriptions  of  the 
sources  of  the  materials,  their  properties   and  uses,  are 
generally  good,  while  the  technical  directions  are  concise, 
and  apparently  written  to  a  great  extent  from  personal 
experience,  so  that  if  anyone  wants  to  know  how  soaps  are 
made  this  is  the  book  to  refer  to.    The  curious  thing  about 
the  book  is  the  woful  lack  of  knowledge  which  is  occasion- 
ally exhibited.    We  had  not  thought  it  possible  that  a  Fellow 
of  the  Chemical  Society  could  have  packed  so  many  errors 
iato  such  a  brief  chapter  as  that  on  perfumes.     The  author 
is  apparently  unaware  that  extremely  little  of  the  anise  oil 
used  by  soap-makers  is  aught  else  than  that  of  star-anise ; 
he  attributes  the  green  colour  of  bergamot  oil  to  copper, 
whereas  the  finest  oil  is  dark  green  naturally.     Oil  of  bitter 
almonds  "  is  obtained  from  the  fruit  of  Amyrjelale  amare," 
according  to  Mr.  Hurst,  and  he  does  not  seem  to  know  that 
oil  of  cassia  and  "  Chinese  oil  of  cinnamon"  are  identical. 
"  Coriandi/m   satrium"  is  the  coriander-plant.     There  is 
Mitcham  oil  of  lavender,  and  a  German  one,  but  these  should 
not  be  confounded  with  that  of  the  spike  lavender,  "  Laven- 
dara  spikum."    The  French  oil,  more  abundantly  used  than 
any,  is  thus  passed  over,  but  that  omission  is  not  so  serious 
a  reflection  upon  the  author  as  the  statement  that  oil  of 
lavender  on  exposure  loses  its  fine  odour  and  acquires  that 
of  turpentine,  which  statement  is  also  applied  to  several 
other  oils,  so  that  we  conclude  that  Mr.  Hurst  is  not  an 
essential- oil  specialist.     These  errors  are  extracted  from  five 
pa^es.    There  are  as  many  more  in  the  short  article  on  musk, 
wherein  also  is  the  following  remarkable  formula  for 
"  tincture  of  musk  " : — 

Grind  together  1  oz.  musk  in  grain,  2  oz.  sugar,  then  add  2 
quarts  alcohol,  1  oz.  pearl  ash.  Allow  to  stand  for  a  week, 
shaking  at  intervals,  then  filter,  when  the  tincture  will  be  ready 
for  use. 

This  is,  we  should  think,  an  American  formula  incorrectly 
transcribed,  and  the  worst  possible  for  soap-makers.  If  a 
reprint  of  Soaps  "  is  called  for  Mr.  Hurst  should  get  a  com- 
petent friend  to  read  his  proofs,  for,  apart  from  real  errors, 
there  are  peculiarities  of  phraseology  (such  as  "  the  air  of 
superheated  steam")  which  the  uncharitable  might  put  down 
to  ignorance.  The  book  is  produced  well,  and  is  splendidly 
illustrated. 


Cuban  pharmacy. 


THE  subjoined  illustration  is  taken  from  a  photograDh  of 
a  pharmacy  in  Cuba.  The  Spatula,  from  which  we 
borrow  it,  gives  no  particulars  about  the  pharmacy ;  but 
Boston  people  are  so  imaginative  that  they  can  fill  in  the 


gap  for  themselves,  and  our  readers  are  invited  to  do 
likewise. 

A  War-window. 
The  appended  sketch  is  the  design  of  a  chemist's  window- 
display,  described  in  the  Spatula  by  Mr.  H.  M.  Curry,  which 
he  states  "  proved  a  hummer."  Tbe  fort  is  built  of  heavy 
cardboard  cut  out  and  painted  with  alabastine  to  look  like 
real  stone.  Put  the  alabastine  on  thick,  and  trace  stones 
with  a  stick  while  yet  the  paint  is  wet,  and  the  lines  show 
up  just  like  real  stonework  when  dry.  Place  the  fort  on  a 
hill  made  of  boxes  and  banked  up  with  broken  stone  and 


grass  to  look  like  rocky  promontory,  the  height  to  be  about 
18  inches.  Cover  bottom  of  window  with  black  cloth,  and 
put  a  large  plate  of  glass  over  it  to  simulate  water.  The 
boats  are  made  of  tin,  and  the  guns  on  the  fort  and  on  the 
boats  are  provided  with  an  insect-powder  bellows,  which 
forces  lycopodium  through  a  tube  inside  the  guns,  while  an 
alcohol  lamp  placed  just  under  and  in  front  of  the  muzzle 
of  each  gun  gives  the  opportunity  of  carrying  on  a  bombard- 
ment and  defence  by  an  operator  concealed  behind  the 
window-enclosure. 


A  MAN  in  the  car  was  telling  how  good  his  doctor  was. 
"  Clever  ?  "  said  he  ;  "  well,  I  should  say  he  was.  The  other 
day  I  called  him  in  when  I  had  swallowed  five  cents.  He 
slid  if  the  coin  was  not  counterfeit  it  would  pas'-,  and  made 
me  cough  up  two  dollars." 
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(Patent). 

MOTH  PAPER,  BLOCKS  AND  CRYSTALS. 
WEED  DESTROYER,  &o.  &o. 
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and  636-642  W.  55  Street,  NEW  YORK. 
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through  the  Wholesale  Trade. 


Proprietors,  CEREBOS  LTD.,  3  Maiden  Lane,  London,  E.C. 


MALTED  MILK 


FOB 


Send  Trade  Card  and  ask  for  a  supply  of  "  FREDDY'S 
DIARIES  " ;  they  will  please  your  Customers. 


8<5  FARRINGDON  ROAD,  E.C. 


WILCOX   &  CO., 

33  Mortimer  Street,  LOUDON,  W- 

WHOLESALE  IMPORTERS 
OF    PHARMACEUTICAL  SPECIALITIES. 


ORDERS  ?  PROMPTLY    EXECUTED.       LOWEST  PRICES. 


WE    HAVE    NO  TERRORS 


FOR    THOSE    WHO  USE 


FLETCHERS' 
CONCENTRATED  LIQUORS. 


Ebitorial  Comments- 


Practical  and  Mystic  Science. 

Sie  William  Ceookes  has  attained  eminence  in  many 
directions,  but  his  address  as  President  of  the  British 
Association  gives  him  several  new  titles  to  fame.  In  the 
earlier  and  most  important  section  of  his  discouise  he  makes 
a  bold  invasion  into  the  field  of  economics;  he  surveys  tie 
wheat-growing  areas  of  the  world  with  the  zest  of  the  born 
geographer,  and  he  arrays  the  figures  which  he  addaces  ia 
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support  of  his  theories  with  the  skill  of  the  trained 
statistician.  These  accomplishments  are  worthy  of  note, 
but  they  pale  into  insignificance  by  the  side  of  the  really 
brilliant  talent  which  Sir  William  displays  as  a  dramatist. 
No  one  who  reads  this  presidential  address  can  fail  to 
remark  the  ability  with  which  the  plot  is  gradually  unfolded, 
and  the  rescue  from  an  apparently  hopeless  entanglement  of 
difficulties  at  the  last  moment  is  effected  with  the  inge- 
nuity of  the  experienced  novelist.  Let  us  briefly  sketch  the 
outline  of  this  scientific  drama. 

"  My  chief  subject,"  said  the  author,  "  is  of  interest  to  the 
whole  world— to  every  race— to  every  human  being.  It  is  of 
urgent  importance  to-day,  and  it  is  a  life-and-death  question 
for  generations  to  come."    Neither  Charles  Reade  nor  Victor 


Sir  William  Crookes,  F.R.S. 


Hugo  could  have  introduced  one  of  his  stirring  romances  in 
more  sensational  style.     But  the  well-fed  audience  in  even- 
ing dress  before  him  must  have  been  startled  but  for  a 
moment,  for  (he  President  immediately  added,  "I  mean  the 
question  of  food-supply."    Scarcely  a  man  or  woman  was 
present  who  had  not  come  from  a  six-course  dinner.  Many 
of  them  knew  that  "  the  question  of  food-supply,"  like  that 
of  "  old-age  pensions,"  was  a  political  counter  of  some  im- 
portance.    But  perhaps  no  [-ingle  one  of  them  had  ever 
dreamed  that  it  could  possibly  have  a  direct  personal 
interest.    The  difficulty  with  most  of  them  was  going  to  be 
to  provide  reasonable  intervals  between  the  meals  which 
Society  sets  before  them,  and  to  defend  themselves  from  the 
consequences  of  an  excessive  food-supply.    Dyspepsia  was 
more  likely  to  be  their  trouble  than  famine.     But  the 
orator  soon  made  them  feel  that  if  his  facts  and  figures  were 
true  the  question  was  one  of  very  serious  moment  to  every- 
body present.    We  all  know  that  our  home-grown  supply  of 
wheat  is  ridiculously  inadequate  for  the  wants  of  our  popula- 
tion.   We  Britons,  inhabitants  of  the  United  Kingdom,  need 
240,000,000  bushels  of  wheat  a  year,  increasing  by  2,000,000 
bushels  annually.     We  grow  one-fourth  of  that  quantity 
and  import  the  other  three-fourths.     In  case  of  war  we 
know  how  our  supply  of  that  outside  three-fourths  would  be 
jeopardised,  and  to  that  danger  we  are  all  alive.  But  whatever 
experts  may  know,  the  general  public  has  certainly  not 
realised  that,  apart  from  any  war  at  all,  a  few  more  years — 
thirty  or  so,  says  Sir  William  Crookes— will  reduce  the  possi- 
bilities of  importing  wheat  to  such  a  point  that  the  wheat- 
eating  nations  of  the  world  must,if  no  rescue  comes.get  ready 
to  yield  before  the  great  hordes  of  men  fed  on  rice,  maize,  and 
millet.  This  alarming  prospect,  infinitely  more  alarming  than 
the  possible  exhaustion  of  our  coalfields,  which  was  the  sensa- 


tion of  a  previous  British  Association  meeting,  is  brought  out 
by  details  as  to  possible  areas  of  wheat-cultivation  which  only 
experts  can  criticise. 

The  statistics  show  that  there  are  more  wheat-eating 
mouths  to  fill  every  year,  and  that  the  surplus  supplies  of 
past  harvests  from  the  vast  fields  of  America,  Russia,  India, 
Egypt,  Argentina,  and  Australasia  can  even  now  no  longer 
be  reckoned  on.  The  wheat-growing  area  of  the  world  is 
strictly  limited,  and  millions  of  acres  cannot  be  added  year 
after  year  to  infinity.  At  present  we  depend  principally  on 
the  United  States;  but  "  it  is  almost  certain  that  within  a 
generation  the  ever-increasing  population  of  the  United 
States  will  consume  all  the  wheat  grown  within  its  borders, 
and  will  be  driven  to  import,  and,  like  ourselves,  will 
scramble  for  a  lion's  share  of  the  wheat-crop  of  the  world." 
For  one  and  another  reason  Sir  William  Crookes  disposes!  of 
our  nopes  of  continuous  supplies  from  Russia,  Canada, 
Australasia,  Argentina,  Egypt,  and  India,  and  estimites  as 
the  most  favourable  possible  calculation  that  not  more  than 
100,000,000  acres  can  be  added  to  the  present  wheat-growing 
area.  This,  he  shows,  would  only  provide  enough  extra 
wheat  to  supply  the  increasing  population  till  the  year  1931, 
After  then  the  scramble  will  begin. 

This  being  the  case,  it  is  assuredly  not  too  soon  to  begin, 
to  prepare  for  the  future  lean  years.    And  all  our  hopes  are 
centred  on  nitrogen.     If  we  cannot  get  more  wheat-growing 
area,  we   must  grow  more  wheat  on  the  area  we  have.. 
To  do  this  we  must  have  nitrogen  in  a  fixsd   form,  as 
guano,  ammonia,  nitrate  of  soda,  or  sewage.     Guano  is 
practically  exhausted,  ammonia  is  produced  in  too  small 
quantity  to  be  of  much  avail,  nitrate  of  soda  may  last  twenty 
or  thirty  years  more,  sewage  we  are  sending  to  the  sea  to 
the  value  of  some  16,000, 000Z.  per  annum.    What  remains  1 
And  here  comes  the  happy  denouement.    Starvation  will  be 
averted  through  the  laboratory.    "  Before  we  are  in  the  grip 
of  actual  dearth, 'the  chemist  will  step  in  and  postpone  the 
day  of  famine  to  so  distant  a  period  that  we  and  our  sons 
and  grandsons  may  legitimately  live  without  undue  solici- 
tude for  the  year."    It  is  by  the  fixation  of  atmospheric 
nitrogen  that  our  race  is  to  be  saved,  and  Sir  William 
Crookes  has  no  doubt  at  all  that  this  will  be  accomplished. 
He  has  himself  shown  one  way  of  doing  it.    At  a  soiree  of 
the  Royal  Society  in  1892  he  exhibited  nitrogen  burning,  to 
show  that  while  it  is  possible  to  produce  a  flame  from  it  the 
igniting- point  of  the  gas  is  higher  than  its  burning- tempera- 
ture.    If  it  were  otherwise  that  experiment  would  have 
set  the  whole  of  the  earth's  atmosphere  in  a  blaze.  The 
nitrogen  has  to  be  set  fire  to  by  strong  inductive  currents, 
and  nitrous  and  nitric  acids  are  the  result.    Is  the  electric 
nitrate  a  commercial  possibility  ?    Can  we  generate  enough 
energy  to  produce  12,000,000  tons  of  nitrate  or  soda  annn- 
ally  ?    That  is  the  one  question,  for  the  stores  of  nitrogen,  in 
the  atmosphere  are  inexhaustible.    And  to  this  question  the 
answer  is  reassuring.    Niagara  alone  is  capable  of  supply- 
ing the  required  electric  energy  without  much  lessening  its 
mighty  flow.    Thus  our  sons  and  daughters  of  the  next 
century  will  live  happily,  and  thu£  Sir  William  Crookes,  the 
chemist,  justifies  his  incursion  into  the  regions  of  agriculture. 

Our  space  will  not  allow  of  detailed  reference  to  the  other 
topics  dealt  with  in  the  President's  address.  They  related  to 
the  most  recent  scientific  hypotheses  on  which  such  practical 
advances  as  wireless  telegraphy  are  based,  and  especially  to 
such  as  are  suggested  by  the  discovery  of  the  RiJntgen  rays ; 
a  discovery  which  Sir  William  Crookes  has  a  peculiar  claim 
to  be  specially  interested  in,  seeing  that,  as  he  claims,  "  no 
other  source  for  RSntgen  rays  but  the  Crookes-tube  has  yet 
been  discovered,  but  rays  of  kindred  sorts  are  recognised. 
These  rays,  manifesting  as  they  do  so  much  formerly  nasns 
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pected  energy,  lead  the  President  to  spaculate  on  tbe  vast 
field  of  molecular  power  around  us.  He  calculates  that  the 
quiet  air  of  a,u  ordinary-sized  dining-room  contains  energy 
enough  to  propel  a  one-horse  engine  for  more  than  twelve 
hours,  and  he  adds  one  of  those  speculative  remarks  which 
make  him  such  an  attractive  exponent  of  the  higher  ranges 
of  scientific  thought,  to  the  effect  that  "  the  store  drawn 
upon  naturally  by  uranium  and  other  heavy  atoms  only 
awaits  the  touch  of  the  magic  wand  of  science  to  enable 
the  twentieth  century  to  cast  into  the  shade  the  marvels 
of  the  nineteenth." 

Then  in  conclusion  Sir  William  Crookes  courageously 
refers  to  the  investigation  into  so-called  spiritualistic  pheno- 
mena, which  brought  him  more  notoriety  than  glory  thirty 
years  since.  His  observations  at  that  period  almost  cost  him 
Iris  scientific  pjsition.  The  Royal  Society  declined  to  hear 
an  account  of  them,  and  many  of  his  seniors  in  science 
openly  flouted  him.  Crookes  asserted  that  he  had  discovered 
"  a  force  exercised  by  intelligence  differing  from  the  ordinary 
intelligence  common  to  mortals."  It  was  generally  agreed 
among  his  associates,  coadjutors,  or  rivals  that  he  had  been 
duped  by  common  conjurers.  Long  years  of  painstaking 
work  in  the  highest  regions  of  physics  and  chemistry  have 
ptoved  that  Sir  William  Crookes  is  an  experimentalist  of  un- 
rivalled qualifications.  He  ha3  now  reached  the  highest 
position  which  his  fellow-scientists  can  bestow  upon  him, 
and  from  thence  looking  back  to  that  episode  in  his 
career  he  declares  its  interest  to  him  to  have  been  the 
weightiest  and  the  farthest  reaching  of  all  the  investi- 
gations on  which  his  attention  has  been  concentrated, 
and  adds :  "  I  have  nothing  to  retract.  I  adhere  to  my 
already  published  statements.  Indeed,  I  might  add  much 
.t'aereto.  I  regret  only  a  certain  crudity  in  those  early 
expositions  which,  no  doubt,  militated  against  their  accept- 
ance by  the  scientific  world."  He  alludes  with  pride  to  his 
^position  as  President  of  the  Society  for  Psychical  Research, 
.and,  as  a  first  and  easy  lesson  for  the  members  of  the  British 
.  Association,  suggests  the  consideration  of  the  phenomena  of 
telepathy  :  to  "  the  fundamental  law,  as  I  believe  it  to  be,  that 
thoughts  and  images  may  be  transferred  from  one  mind  to 
another  without  the  agency  of  the  recognised  organs  of  sense 

 that  knowledge  may  enter  the  human  mind  without  being 

communicated  in  any  hitherto  known  or  recognised  ways." 

Probably  no  such  declaration  of  faith  in  what  we  call 
.supernatural  agencies  has  ever  been  made  from  such  a  plat- 
■  form  before.  Which  section  of  the  British  Association  is 
fitted  to  deal  with  it  ?  The  President  does  his  best  after 
making  the  declaration  to  make  it  palatable  to  his 
materialistic  audience  by  suggesting— nay,  insisting — that 
such  mental  action  must  be  physical  in  its  development.  To 
account  for  telepathic  miracles,  he  tells  us,  there  is  a 
physical  change  in  the  brain  of  A,  the  suggestor,  and  an 
analogous  physical  change  in  the  brain  of  B,  the  recipient, 
i  and  between  the  two  there  must  exist  an  intervening  medium. 
Why  1  To  satisfy  the  prejudices  of  the  British  Association  ? 
.Let  that  body  discover  the  intervening  medium  if  it  can,  but 
if  the  facts  can  be  established,  as  the  President  vouches  they 
.  can,  the  miracle  will  have  to  be  admitted  with  or  without  an 
intervening  medium. 


Education :  From  the  Other  Side. 

Druggist's  Side-lines,  etc. — Times  change,  and  so  do  con- 
ditions and  requirements.  This  is  especially  true  of  phar- 
macy. Isolation  and  individuality  must  give  way  to  united 
efforts,  leading  to  sociality  and  bring  about  aclaptness  to 
changing  conditions. 

Pharmacists,  by  reason  of  their  training  and  experience,  can 
never  be  in  want  of  practical  and  interesting  subjects — here 
they  open  their  hearts  and  enjoy  mutual  happiness. 


Druggists,  pharmacists,  and   their  friends  meet  every  first 
Thursday  of  the  month. 

The  interest  of  this  extract  is  that  it  is  cut  from  the  prof  pectus 
of  a  school  of  pharmacy  which  has  the  temerity  to  fay  that 
"  the  usual  instruction  in  colleges  of  pharmacy  takes  into 
account  the  ideal  pharmacist  as  he  should  exist.  Under 
prevailing  conditions,  however,  the  druggist  of  to-day  keeps 
merchandise  of  which  he  knows  little  or  nothing.  Should 
he  not  know  more  about  such  goods  carried  as  side-lines? 
Should  he  not  be  competent  to  discriminate  between  value 
and  judge  goods  handled  in  the  same  manner  as  he  is  tup- 
posed  to  judge  drugs  and  medicines  ?  "  It  is  not  a  British 
school  of  pharmacy  which  uses  this  fice  language,  but  an 
American  one — the  Kansas  City  College  of  Pharmacy.  This 
College  is  not  ranked  among  the  highest  in  the  United  States, 
but  if  it  is  the  first  to  arrange  for  "  druggists,  pharmacists,  and 
their  fiiends"  to  meet  the  students  once  a  month  and  talk  with 
them  on  pharmaceutical  topics,  it  deserves  to  step  up  several 
points,  for  "pharmacy  must  adapt  itself  to  new  and  more  im- 
portant conditions — the  old-time  coat  of  mail  strangles  to 
inanition."  We  are  not  quite  sure  what  that  means  ;  the 
penultimate  part  of  the  quotation  is  all  right,  but  our 
imagination  is  not  quick  enough  to  see  through  the  coatof- 
mail  theory.  But  let  that  pass.  The  Kansas  College  does  its 
work  well,  and  is  equal  to  the  leaders  in  the  matter  of  degrees. 
Men  who  have  been  trained  in  the  retail,  attend  the  College 
classes  for  two  sessions,  pass  the  examinations,  and  get  the 
degree  of  Ph.G.  (graduate  in  pharmacy).  "Employes  of 
manufacturing  houses,  medical  students,  and  others"  who  do 
the  same  get  the  degree  Ph.B.  (bachelor  in  pharmacy).  Next 
year  the  College  will  confer  the  degree  master  in  pharmacy 
(Ph  M.)  upon  the  former,  and  that  of  pharmaceutical  chemist 
(Ph.C  )  upon  the  latter.  This  recognition  of  qualification 
without  retail  experience  is  growing  in  the  United  States. 
The  wholesale  man,  in  this  way,  gets  the  chance  that  he 
misses  here.  The  Philadelphia  College  has  adopted  the  idea, 
for  we  notice  from  its  prospectus  that  "  to  meet  the  demands 
of  those  who  do  not  desire  to  become  dispensing  pharma- 
cists, but  who  wish  a  thorough  education  in  pharmacy  and 
allied  branches,  either  asjpreparatory  to  the  study  of  medicine, 
or  with  a  view  to  manufacturing  pursuits,  the  College 
has  determined  to  confer  the  degree  of  pharmaceutical 
chemist  (P.C.).  Pharmaceutical  chemists  of  the  College  may 
have  conferred  upon  them  the  degree  of  doctor  in  pharmacy 
(without  an  additional  examination)."  The  conditions 
upon  which  the  degree  is  granted  are  substantially  the  same 
as  at  Kansas — two  years  at  the  College  and  success  in  the 
examinations.  The  North- Western  University  School  of 
Pharmacy,  Chicago,  was  the  first  to  adopt  the  no-store- 
experience  idea,  Professor  Oldberg  preferring  the  absolutely 
raw  material  to  a  kind  manufactured  any  way,  and  the 
University  is  so  far  consistent  with  that  notion  as  not  to  make 
any  allowance  for  retail  experience  in  the  examinations, 
but  it  gives  the  degree  of  pharmaceutical  chemist  to  those 
only  who  have  spent  three  whole  sessions  at  the  College,  so 
that  the  North-Western  Ph.C.  is  really  on  a  level  with  the 
Philadelphia  doctor  of  pharmacy.  We  confess  to  a  pre- 
ference for  the  North-Western  plan,  perhaps  because  we 
have  a  feeling  that  the  title  pharmaceutical  chemist  should 
not  be  degraded.  We  have  had  nearly  sixty  years  of  it  here  as 
the  highest  expression  of  pharmaceutical  qualification.  The 
title  was  created  in  this  country,  and  it  is  hard  upon  us 
that  Philadelphia  should  take  it  and  use  it  as  something 
inferior.  But  they  will  live  to  regret  it.  From  Montreal 
and  Toronto  we  have  also  received  particulars  of  the  educa- 
tional arrangements  in  pharmacy  for  the  coming  sessicn. 
The  Montreal  College  is  the  same  age  as  The  Chemists' 
and  Dkuggists'  Diary,  and  it  begins  its  thirty-first  session 
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on  the  "  Square "  day.  The  College  isjpeculiar  amongst 
British  schools  of  pharmacy  in  having  two  sides — an 
English  and  a  French — and  its  staff  includes  an  Englishman 
(Mr.  Bemrose),  an  Irishman  (Mr.  Morrison),  and  a  Scotchman 
(Dr.  Reed).  The  qualification  of  the  College  is  a  "  Licence 
in  Pharmacy,"  and  for  this  everyone  must  pass  a  Preliminary 
examination  (as  good  as  ours),  a  Minor  examination,  and  a 
Major.  Two  sessions  at  the  College  are  necessary  for  the 
examinations,  as  well  as  four  years  in  a  pharmacy,  and  it 
may  interest  Bloomsbury  people  to  know  that  the  fees  for 
the  three  examinations  amount  to  3/.  8  s.  The  conditions  in 
Ontario  are  similar  to  those  at  Montreal,  but  the  title 
granted  is  "  Pharmaceutical  Chemist,"  and  the  matriculation 
and  examination  fees  are  21.  8s.  only.  Considering  the 
equipment  of  the  Ontario  College  of  Pharmacy,  and  its 
•excellent  professoriate,  the  tuition-fees  are  remarkably 
moderate — viz  ,  81.  8s.  for  the  first  session  (Junior  course) 
and  101  12?.  for  the  second  (Senior  course).  These  Cana- 
dian Colleges  are  stiffer  in  their  regulations  than  all  the 
Pharmacy  Colleges  in  the  United  States.  The  Colleges  in 
Montreal  and  Toronto  insist  upon  a  thorough  Entrance 
examination,  and  four  years'  experience  in  retail  pharmacy, 
as  well  as  two  years'  College  tuition.  Our  Canadian  confreres 
do  not  say  much  about  this  distinction  of  theirs,  but  it  is 
well  worth  emphasising,  especially  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
some  American  Colleges  seem  to  be  very  eager  just  now  to 
fit  every  class  with  a  suitable  title,  rather  than  to  keep  faith 
with  the  old  but  good  notion  that  pharmacy  qualification 
should  depend  upon  practical  experience  and  a  uniform 
standard  of  knowledge. 


Cascarilla  Scarce. 

Cascarilla  is  not  a  drug  of  first-rate  importance,  but  is 
a  useful  one.  It  is  the  best  of  the  available  aromatic  bitters, 
and  old  practitioners  know  when  to  get  results  from  it  which 
nothing  else  will  give.  Its  chief  use,  however,  is  as  a  scent 
in  tobacco-manufacture  and  in  the  preparation  of  incense, 
while  to  the  liqueur-maker  it  is  of  considerable  value.  It 
is,  in  brief,  a  minor  indispensable,  so  that  the  present 
stringent  condition  of  the  market  gives  some  people  anxiety 
and  it  is  even  said  that  the  future  supply  of  the  bark  is  a 
doubtful  quantity.  Such  statements  about  drugs  may 
generally  be  taken  cum  drachma  salis,  because  in  most 
instances  a  bare  London  market  means  a  congested  district 
somewhere.  Calumba  was  an  excellent  example  of  that  a 
few  months  ago,  when  there  was  scarcely  any  to  be  had  in 
London  ;  prices  had  gone  up  to  an  exorbitant  figure,  and  all 
the  old  stuff  which  could  be  raked  out  of  warehouses  was 
brought  into  the  light  of  day,  and  was  bought  willingly  at 
prices  which  must  have  wrung  the  hearts  of  buyers  and 
made  the  sellers  dream  of  a  holiday  in  the  Riviera.  Sud- 
denly calumba  began  to  pour  into  Europe,  coming  to 
Hamburg  and  London  by  thousands  of  bags.  There  was  old 
stuff  and  new,  rough  and  clean,  all  sorts  and  conditions  of 
calumba,  and  buyers  have  become  so  sick  of  it  that  they 
grudge  to  give  a  sovereign  to-day  for  what  they  would  almost 
have  given  a  five-pound  note  for  six  months  ago.  Similar 
conditions  obtain  now  and  then  with  many  other  drugs,  but 
a  slump  of  this  character  is  impossible,  we  should  say,  with 
cascarilla.  First,  because  the  area  of  production  is  com- 
paratively limited.  The  cascarilla-shrub,  Croton  Elutcria,  is 
confined  to  the  Bahama  Islands — Eleuthera,  Andros,  and 
Long  being  those  which  furnish  it.  Generations  ago  the 
shrub  grew  on  the  adjacent  islands,  but  it  died  out  on  them, 
and  the  same  thing  has  been  going  on  gradually,  but  per- 
ceptibly, in  these  other  islands  during  the  past  forty  years. 
This  is  not  known  to  the  trade  generally,  but  those  who 


collect  the  lark  find  greater  difiiculty  year  by  year  in 
getting  suitable  stuff,  as  buyers  can  judge  from  the 
wretchedly  poor  bark  that  comes  into  the  market.  The 
yearly  output  of  the  bark  is  believed  to  be  not  far  exceediog 
200  bags,  of  about  140  lbs.  each.  A  second  reason  against 
better  supplies  of  cascarilla  is  the  comparatively  unremu- 
nerative  prices  which  are  obtained.  Even  now,  when  tl  e 
bark  is  scarce,  45s.  per  cwt.  is  the  price  obtained  by  the 
brokers  for  the  best ;  and  this  is  not  much  above  the 
average.  The  collectors  insist  on  having  more  money  for  it 
than  they  used  to  get,  as  not  less  than  35s.  per  cwt.  on  the 
average  pays  for  collecting  it.  The  following  are  the  ranges 
of  Mincing  Lane  prices  for  fine  silvery  quill  bark  during  the 
past  five  years  : — 

1893  1894  1895  1896  1897 

40s.  to  41s.     40s.  to  41s.    48s.  to  53s.    40s.  to  45s.     40s.  to  45s. 

This  year  45s.  6tl.  per  cwt.  is  the  highest  price  touched.  The 
last  report  from  New  York,  whence  we  get  most  of  the  baik, 
was  to  the  effect  that  the  new  crop  is  poor,  and  there  is 
really  no  fine  quill  available  there.  Our  diligent  inquiries 
have  not  unearthed  any  hidden  stores  of  the  bark  (which  it 
is  foolish  to  keep  in  darkness),  and  although  Hamburg  has 
had  a  small  consignment  of  new  crop,  that  is  likely  to 
have  gone  into  consumption.  We  understand,  however,  that 
there  will  be  a  consignment  here  soon,  importers  having 
guaranteed  such  prices  for  the  bark  that  it  will  pay  collectors 
to  make  another  effort  to  increase  the  season's  output  I 
Cascarilla  is  peculiar  amongst  barks  in  being  collectable 
nearly  all  the  year  round,  and  the  people  in  the  Bahamas 
prefer  to  have  orders  in  prospect  before  they  devote  their 
time  to  it.  Therefore  buyers  on  this  side  must  be  content  to 
pay  the  price  for  the  bark  when  it  arrives,  and  that,  we 
believe,  is  not  likely  to  be  much  higher  than  present  values. 


TRADE-MARKS  IN  GERMANY. 

A  new  law  dealing  with  the  registration  of  trade- marks 
will  come  into  operation  in  Germany  on  October  1,  and  an 
official  memorandum  has  been  published  reminding  owners 
of  trade-marks  registered  in  Germany  under  the  old  law 
that  they  can  only  preserve  their  rights  after  that  date 
without  payment  of  fees  by  immediate  re-registration. 
From  October  1  the  rights  will  be  suspended  until  re-regis- 
tration is  effected  on  payment  of  the  usual  fees.  It  is  also 
important  to  observe  that  if  any  person  who  has  registered  a 
trade-mark  prior  to  October  1  and  fails  within  two  years 
thereafter  to  re-register  it,  any  other  person  may  after  that 
time  register  it  and  use  it  with  impunity.  It  is  a  curious 
circumstance  that  during  the  month  of  October  this  year 
there  will  be  no  registration  of  trade-marks,  and  no  pro- 
vision for  protection,  the  official  offices  being  suspended  for 
that  period,  so  that  imitators  will  have  a  splendid  time  of  it 
from  October  1  to  October  31,  during  which  counterfeiting 
of  trade-marks  which  have  not  been  re-registered  will  be 
quite  unpunishable.  British  firms  who  have  German  trade- 
marks should,  without  delay,  ensure  their  continuance. 

STAMPED   METRIC  WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES. 

The  City  of  London  has  allowed  the  London  County 
Council  to  get  ahead  of  it  in  regard  to  metric  standards. 
The  London  County  Council  have  provided  at  each  of 
their  four  principal  weights  and  measures  offices  a  verified 
set  of  the  following  standards  : — Weights :  20  kilogrammes 
to  the  milligramme.  Measures  of  capacity :  double  litre 
to  centilitre.  Measure  of  length :  the  metre.  The  weights 
and  measures  inspectors  of  the  Council  are  therefore 
in  a  position  to  verify  and  stamp  metric  weights  and 
measures  submitted  to  them  for  that  purpose,  but  they  say : 
"  So  far  there  do  not  appear  to  be  indications  of  bringing  the 
metric  system  into  use  for  trade'  to  any  considerable  extent 
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in  this  country."  The  reason  of  that  is  that  most  of  those 
who  supply  weights  and  measures  to  retailers  are  in  the 
City,  therefore  the  wholesalers  send  sets  to  the  Whitecross 
Street  inspector  to  be  stamped.  As  soon  as  we  knew  that  the 
London  County  Council  had  obtained  their  standards  we  sent 
one  of  our  staff  to  Whitecross  Street,  and  the  officials  there 
seemed  a  bit  chagrined  when  they  were  told,  in  response  to 
their  protest  that  the  Board  of  Trade  were  not  ready  yet, 
that  the  London  County  Council  had  obtained  four  sets  of 
standards.  London  chemists  outside  the  City  area  should  send 
any  metric  weights  and  measures  they  may  have  to  be 
verified,  for  now  that  the  L  C.C.  inspectors  have  standards  the 
use  of  unstamped  metric  weights  and  measures  in  trade  is 
illegal.  The  following  are  the  offices  of  the  inspectors 
of  weights  and  measures  outside  the  City  area:— 211  Harrow 
Road,  W. ;  Rosebery  Avenue,  Clerkenwell  ;  98  Bethnal  Green 
Road,  E. ;  97  St.  John's  Hill,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W. ; 
Union  Road,  Newington  Causeway,  S.E. ;  85  Blackheath 
Road,  Greenwich  ;  and  Town  Hall,  Woolwich. 

THE  B.P.  IN  CANADA. 

Canadian  medical  men  take  the  new  British  Pharmacopoeia 
more  seriously  than  home  practitioners,  if  we  may  judge 
from  their  action  at  the  recent  meetiDg  of  the  Canadian 
Pharmaceutical  Association,  when  Dr.  T.  D.  Reed,  of 
Montreal,  read  a  paper  on  the  Pharmacopoeia,  which  he 
concluded  with  the  following  motion  : — 

Whereas,  a  revised  edition  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  has 
been  issued  containing  numerous  and  important  changes  ;  and 
whereas  uncertainty  exists  as  to  the  date  when  the  British 
Pharmacopoeia,  1898,  is  to  be  considered  in  force ;  Resolved, 
that  the  Canadian  Medical  Association,  in  annual  meeting 
assembled,  recommends  that  October  1,  1898,  be  taken  as  the  date 
on  and  after  which,  in  the  absence  of  instructions  otherwise, 
physicians'  prescriptions  should  be  compounded  with  the  pre- 
parations of  the  B.P.,  1898. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  after  a  good  discussion.  Dr. 
Roddick  (ex-President  of  the  British  Medical  Association) 
moved  the  appointment  of  the  following  committee  to 
impress  the  matter  upon  the  attention  of  the  Federal 
authorities: — Drs.  T.  D.  Reed  and  A.  D.  Blakader,  Montreal ; 
H.  B.  Small,  Ottawa;  Marois,  Quebec;  H.  J.  Cameron, 
T.  N.  G.  Starr,  and  J.  A.  McCallum,  Toronto. 

THE  SPECTACLE-TRADE. 

The  National  Retail  Jewellers'  Association  recently  met 
in  Bath,  and  the  spectacle-trade  was  one  of  the  subjects 
considered.  Mr.  Thomas  Field,  Hon.  General  Secretary  of 
the  Association,  introduced  the  subject,  explaining  what 
the  Spectacle-makers'  Company  are  doing  in  order  to  create 
a  standard  of  qualification  amongst  opticians,  and,  referring 
to  his  own  trade's  share  in  the  matter,  spoke  as  follows : — 

Of  the  15,000  retail  jewellers  handling  optical  goods,  how  many 
of  them  could  pass  the  examination  '?  I  fear  that  the  proportion 
is  very  small.  Yet  the  bulk  of  the  optical  trade  is  at  present  in 
their  hands.  Are  they,  or  are  they  not,  going  to  make  the 
necessary  effort  to  retain  it  ? 

If  we  remain  apathetic  and  for  want  of  a  little  energy  lose  what 
we  now  have  and  what  the  future  offers,  there  is  every  indication 
of  the  chance  not  being  lost  by  others.  The  chemists  see  and 
realise  what  a  good  thing  there  is  in  this  business,  and  are  making 
every  effort  to  capture  from  us  that  which  we  shall  not  be  strong 
enough  to  retain,  if  we  attempt  to  continue  on  the  old  and  wrong 
way  the  conduct  of  a  business  which  they  will  take  up  on  new 
and  proper  lines. 

Mr.  Field  proceeded  to  quote  from  our  article  of  July  23,  in 
which  we  called  for  trade  opinion  about  the  S.M.C.  diploma, 
and  to  which  we  had  so  good  a  response  that  the  Company 
recognised  the  interests  of  the  drug-trade  by  appointing 
Dr.  H.  T.  Maw  on  the  Committee.  Mr.  Field  says  for 
jewellers,  "  We  must  deserve  to  hold  the  trade,  and  we  must 
be  able  to  prove  to  the  public  that  we  do."  This  really 
emphasises  the  necessity  of  chemists  and  druggists  looking 


sharply  after  it  too,  and  seeing  that  jewellers  are  not  before 
them  in  taking  the  S.M.C.  diploma. 

"NO   SICH  PERSON." 

There  are  grave  reasons  for  supposing,  says  the  British 
Medical  Journal,  that  Basil  Valentine,  the  monk  of  Erfurt, 
either  had  no  existence  or  was  merely  a  Benedictine  laying 
no  claim  to  the  works  issued  in  his  name  which  have  caused 
him  to  be  looked  upon  as  the  earliest  scientific  chemist  and 
a  great  light  in  human  culture.  He  is  said  to  have  lived 
nearly  a  hundred  years  before  Paracelsus,  but  Mr.  C.  S. 
Pierce,  in  a  recent  issue  of  Science,  supports  the  attack  made 
by  Kopp,  not  only  on  his  reputation,  but  upon  his  very 
existence.  Mr.  Pierce  points  out  that  Basil  Valentine,  to 
whom  is  erroneously  attributed  the  discovery  and  the  naming 
of  antimony,  was  never  heard  of  until  1599,  when  Johann 
Tholde  edited  and  published  the  first  of  his  six  alchemical 
treatises.  Tholde  was  a  man  of  means,  part  proprietor  of  a 
chemical-industry — the  saltworks  at  Franckenhausen — and 
for  many  years  the  secretary  of  the  Rosicrucian  Brotherhood, 
a  society  founded  on  and  saturated  with  literary  fraud.  Mr. 
Pierce  considers  that  Tholde  and  his  brethren  stole  the 
ideas  of  Paracelsus,  and  inserted  in  one  only  of  the  Valentine 
books  some  solid  chemistry  in  connection  with  antimony. 
These  secrets  of  antimony  were  perhaps  bought  by  them  from 
some  indigent  chemist,  and  were  then  worked  into  the  other- 
wise nonsensical  book  in  which  they  appear.  They  are 
contained  in  the  Triiemph-Woqen  des  Antimonii,  embedded 
in  vast  masses  of  speechifying,  and  consist  of  about  thirty 
plainly  described  chemical  preparations.  Seventeen  of  thpse 
are  genuine  descriptions  of  experiments  by  a  skilful  chemist, 
and  are  distinguished  from  the  chemical  directions  that  are 
to  be  found  in  Raymund  Lully,  in  Arnald  of  Villanova,  and 
other  mediaeval  alchemists  by  their  accurate  chemistry. 

EVEN   CHEMISTS   HAVE  THEIR  USES. 

A  Torquay  paper  mentions  that  the  chemists  of  the  United- 
Kingdom  have  just  concluded  this  year's  Conference  at 
Belfast,  and  have  determined  to  meet  next  year  at  Plymouth 
It  sees  a  chance  of  improving  the  occasion  for  the  benefit  of 
Torquay,  adding  :  "  It  would  be  a  useful  thing  to  promote  an 
excursion  to  Torquay  whilst  these  members  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society  are  at  Plymouth,  for  there  is  no  class  of 
men  more  largely  applied  to  by  convalescents  as  to  the 
character  of  health-resorts  than  chemists." 

A   WHEELBARROW,  INDEED! 

The  midsummer  edition  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist, 
London,  Eng.,  informs  its  readers  that  20  tons  of  paper 
were  consumed  in  its  manufacture,  a  fact  that  is  very  easy  to 
believe,  as  each  number  is  almost  a  wheelbarrow-load. 
Besides  several  hundreds  of  pages  of  interesting  ads.,  there 
are  a  number  of  valuable  articles,  among  which  may  be 
mentioned  "  Story  of  the  Metric  System "  (illustrated) 
and  "  Old  Irish  Pharmacies  "  (illustrated).  The  volume  is  a 
marvel  of  trade  journalism. — Spatula  (Boston,  U.S.). 

We  remark  on  the  above,  first,  that  our  statements  are  in- 
variably correct,  whether  they  are  easy  to  believe  or  other- 
wise ;  second,  that  a  wheelbarrow  is  not  the  proper  vehicle 
for  the  Summer  Issue  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist.  A 
velvet  cushion  on  a  golden  salver,  carried  by  four  slaves, 
is  how  it  ought  to  be  brought  to  you,  Mr.  Editor  of  the 
Spatula. 

CONCENTRATION. 

Mr.  G.  S.  Newth,  F.I.C.,  in  the  preface  to  his  "  Manual  of 
Chemical  Analysis,"  states  that  a  man  once  brought  his  son 
to  the  Royal  School  of  Mines— now  the  Royal  College  of 
Science — with  the  request  that  he  might  be  taught  to  "do 
copper."  He  did  not  want  his  boy  to  "  waste  his  time  learn- 
ing about  oxygen  and  hydrogen  and  all  that,"  but  he  wished 
him  simply  to  learn  to  "do  copper."  Although  seldom 
expressed  with  such  refreshing  candour,  Mr.  Newth  says  the 
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desire  to  "  do  analysis "  without  learning  more  than  the 
minimum  amount  of  chemistry  is  still  very  prevalent. 

AMENDING  THE   POISONS  LAW. 

A  writer  in  the  Homing  begins  an  article  by  stating  that 
"  next  to  a  Parliamentary  debate,  perhaps  the  most  unimpor- 
tant thing  on  earth  is  the  recommendation  of  a  coroner's 
jury."  Then  he  goes  on  to  comment  on  "  the  indiscriminate 
sale  of  deadly  chemicals  by  ignorant  and  unqualified  agents  " 
and  its  consequences ;  and  then  he  gets  out  of  his  depth. 
He  gives  an  inaccurate  description  of  "  Part  I.  of  the  Poisons 
Act,  which  contains  what  is  generally  known  as  the  schedule," 
but  has  learned  that 

Left  out  of  the  schedule,  but  still  poisonous,  are  a  number  of 
substances  which  are  sold  with  greater  readiness,  but  not  unless 
the  vendor  is  satisfied  that  the  purchaser  has  the  intention  of 
using  them  legitimately.  But  apart  from  the  dispensing  chemist, 
who,  perhaps,  makes  few  mistakes,  there  is  the  oilman  and  the 
retail  manufacturing  chemist.  These  latter  are  ready  at  all  times 
to  serve  to  all  comers  the  deadliest  of  poisons  in  any  quantity. 

Who  is  this  "  retail  manufacturing  chemist  1 "  But  it  is 
when  this  writer  gets  to  the  question  of  remedies  that  he 
flounders  most.  He  becomes,  indeed,  almost  incoherent, 
though  his  ideas,  if  he  could  express  them,  seem  to  tend  in 
the  right  direction.    This  is  how  he  concludes  : — ■ 

Lastly,  prohibit  the  sale  of  rat-bane  et  hoc  genus  omne.  When 
a  man  wishes  to  poison  a  dog  he  must,  under  the  present  law, 
take  it  as  a  proper  person  to  be  put  down.  Let,  in  the  case  of 
vermin,  a  similar  requisition  of  an  expert  be  enforced.  In  con- 
clusion, it  should  be  added  that  to  absolutely  prevent  people 
poisoning  themselves  is  impossible,  and  not  to  be  expected.  What 
is  not  done  at  present,  and  what  is  needful  to  a  degree,  is  to  make 
the  necessary  means  as  inaccessible  as  can  be  managed,  without 
in  any  way  handicapping  legitimate  sales, 

THERE   IS   TROUBLE  IN  CHICAGO. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  there  always  is,  but  this  time  it  is 
between  Professor  C.  S.  N.  Hallberg  (he  prefers  plain  "  Mr.,'' 
but  is  a  Professor)  and  the  State  Board  of  Pharmacy,  which 
also  is  not  an  uncommon  thing.  The  Professor  charges  the 
Board  with  instituting  harassing  and  vexatious  litigation 
against  chemists.  He  has  given  everybody  a  lively  time 
One  day  recently,  after  a  druggist  had  been  charged  by  the 
Board  with  selling  a  bottle  of  bromo-seltzer,  Professor 
Hallberg  went  along  to  the  Board  attorney's  office  to  give 
him  a  bit  of  his  mind,  which  means  that  for  a  brief  space 
the  attorney  felt  something  sharper  than  a  two-edged  sword 
and  more  pungent  than  oleo-resin  of  capsicum.  An  antidotal 
policeman  was  sent  for,  and  the  Professor  got  a  free  ride  to 
Hyde  Park  Police  Station.  He  was  bailed  out  as  soon  as  the 
nearest  druggist  heard  of  the  matter.  The  American  Drug- 
gists' Dispatch  completes  the  story  so  far.    It  is — 

Chicago,  August  23. — Professor  C.  S.  N.  Hallberg  has  been 
fined  $5  and  costs  for  disorderly  conduct,  on  charges  made  by  the 
attorney  for  the  State  Board.  The  assault  case  against  him  was 
dismissed.  On  the  stand  Professor  Hallberg  admitted  using 
indecent  language.  Justice  Quinn  said  he  had  no  alternative  but 
to  fine  him.  The  court-room  was  crowded  with  druggists. 
Hallberg  is  circulating  a  petition  asking  abolition  of  State  Board. 

The  President  of  the  Board,  and  leader  of  the  movement 
which  Professor  Hallberg  opposes,  is  Mr.  Schmidt,  the  young 
pharmacist  with  big  notions,  who  took  his  pharmacy  high 
up  in  the  Schiller  Building  (11th  floor)  to  give  these  notions 
the  air. 

RADIOGRAPHIC  SCREENS. 

A  new  fluorescent  salt  for  radiographic  screens  has  been 
described  by  F.  S.  Kolle.  It  has  the  formula  U,02F]2  . 
4NH4F1,  and  is  made  by  dissolving  1  gramme  of  uranium 
nitrate  in  4  c.c.  of  boiling-water  in  a  porcelain'dish,  adding 
1  gramme  of  ammonium  fluoride,  and  continuing  to  boil  for 
a  few  minutes.  The  solution,  which  should  contain  no 
sediment,  is  set  aside  to  cool,  when  the  double  salt  crystal- 
lises out.  The  quality  of  the  fluorescence  depends  upon  the 
perfection  of  the  octohedral  crystals  formed.  On  drying 
the  crystals  may  be  applied  with  collodion. 


mew  "<L  &  2>."  Boohs. 


"Diseases  and  Remedies." 

A  concise  survey  of  most  symptoms  and  most  modern 
treatment  of  ordinary  diseases.  Written  by  a  physician,  and 
edited  by  an  experienced  pharmacist,  expressly  for  the  in- 
formation of  chemists  and  druggists.  228  pp.  Price  2s.  Qd. 
net ;  by  post,  2s.  9d. 

*  *  •  * 

"  Pharmaceutical  Formulas." 

A  book  of  useful  recipes  for  the  drug-trade.  670  pp., 
bound  in  leather.    Price  7.->\  Qd.  net ;  by  post,  8s. 

*  *  *  * 

This  admirable  work  contains  over  2,000  valuable  formula?  for 
all  kinds  of  preparations  relative  to  pharmacy.  The  book  is  cer- 
tainly well  adapted  for  the  use  of  the  manufacturing  pharmacist 
and  the  trade  generally. — Canadian  Druggist. 

There  is  a  wealth  of  information  between  the  covers  of  the 
work.  .  .  .  One  thing  we  note  about  the  work  is  that  the  editor 
has  ideas  as  to  the  value  of  the  formulas  and  is  not  afraid  to 
express  his  opinions  regarding  them.  .  .  .  This  is  not  only 
refreshing,  but  adds  greatly  to  the  value  of  the  book.  We  have 
been  pleased  with  other  publications  emanating  from  this  source, 
notably  "  The  Art  of  Dispensing  " — a  work  which  we  have  long 
had  in  our  library — and  the  volume  which  now  rests  on  our  table 
is  the  most  valuable  work  to  the  working  pharmacist  that  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist  has  so  far  published.  ...  To  the  phar- 
macist who  is  seeking  for  formulas  somewhat  out  of  the  beaten 
path  we  know  of  no  work  to  which  he  can  refer  with  more  satis- 
faction.— The  Spatula. 

The  work  contains  information  on  almost  every  conceivable 
subject  pertaining  to  practical  pharmacy,  household  and  domestic 
requisites,  beverages,  confectionery,  disinfectants,  varnishes,  &c. 
For  instance,  as  we  open  the  book  at  random,  we  see  on  page  299 
a  sub-chapter  entitled  "  The  Chemistry  of  Cleaning,"  under  which 
are  given  the  most  reliable  processes  known  at  present  for  re- 
moving the  stains  caused  by  acids,  chrysarobin,  coffee,  Condy's  fluid, 
grease,  gunpowder,  milk,  &c,  together  with  formulas  for  a  number 
of  preparations  which  may  be  advantageously  put  up  and  sold 
by  the  retailer  as  cleansers.  This  is  but  a  single  instance,  but  the 
same  method  is  observed  throughout  the  entire  work,  making  it  a 
most  valuable  vade  mecuni  to  the  busy  and  go-ahead  dispenser. — 
Merck's  Report. 

*  *  *  * 

These  books  may  be  obtained  direct  from  42  Cannon 
Street,  E.C.,  or  from  any  of  the  following  firms  :  — 

Allison,  E.  &  H.  (Lira.),  Hull  Lewis,  H.K.,Gower  Street,  W.C. 
Anderson  &  Co.,  Edinburgh  Lofthouse  &  Saltmer,  Hull 

Ayrton  ifc  Saunders,  Liverpool       Lynch  &  Co.  (Lim.),  London 
Barclay  &  Sons  (Lim.),  London     McKesson  &  Robins,  New  York 
Bleasdale  (Lim.),  York  Maw,   S.,   Son    &  Thompson, 

Boileau  &  Boyd  (Lim.),  Dublin  London 
Brown  Brothers  &  Co.,  Glasgow    May,  Roberts  &  Co.,  London 
Butler  &  Crispe,  London  Newbery,  P.,  &  Sons,  London 

Chemist     and    Druggist    of    Oldfield,  Pattinson  &  Co.,  Man- 

Australasia,  Melbourne  Chester 
Clay,  Dod  &  Co.,  Liverpool  Paterson,  W.,  it  Sons,  Aberdeen 

Davidson  &  Gray,  Dundee  Pinkerton,  Gibson  &  Co.,  Edin- 

[  Duncan,  Flockhart  &  Co.,  Edin-  burgh 

burgh  Potter  &  Clarke,  London 

Edwards,  Wm.,  &  Son,  London     Raimes,  Clark  &  Co.,  Edinburgh 
Evans,  Gadd  &  Co.,  Bristol        1  Raimes  &  Co.,  York 
Evans, Lescher&  Webb,  London  :  Sanger,  J.,  &  Sons,  London 
Evans,  Sons  &  Co.,  Liverpool      j  Smith,  T.  &  H.,& Co., Edinburgh 
Fletcher,  Fletcher  &  Co.,  London    Stevenson,  H.  E.,  &  Co.,  London 
Ford,  Shapland  &  Co.,  London    (  Sutton  &  Co.,  Chiswell  Street, 
Fraser  <fc  Green,  Glasgow  E.C. 
I  Glasgow     Apothecaries'     Co.,    Thompson,  John  (Lim.),  Liver- 
Glasgow  pool 
Goodall,  Backhouse  &  Co.,  Leeds    Wilkinson  &  Simpson  (Lim.), 
Hatrick,  W.  &  R.,  &  Co.,  Glasgow  Newcastle 
Hirst,  Brooke  &  Hirst  (Lim.),    Wilson  &  Co.,  Bradford 

Leeds  Woolley,  J.,  Sons  &  Co.  (Lim.), 

Ismay,  John,  &  Sons,  Newcastle  Manchester 
Kemp,  W.,  &  Son,  Horncastle     1  Wright,   Layman    &  Umney, 
Lennon,  B.  G.,  &  Co.  (Lim.),  '  London 

London  '  Wyleys  (Lim.),  Coventry 


"  We  find  your  '  Pharmaceutical  Formulas '  most  useful." — » 
Maesden  &  Kay  (Preston).  » 
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Z\k  Galenical  preparations  of  tbc 
IWcw  pharmacopoeia. 


By  John  C.  Umnbt. 


Liquid  Extracts. 

THE  liquid  extracts  include  four  preparations  which  were 
not  official  in  the  1885  Pharmacopoeia,  three  of  them 
being  standardised — namely,  those  of  belladonna,  ipecacuanha, 
and  nux  vomica.  It  is  ajuty  that  the  preparation  of  jabo- 
randi  included  is  an  unstandardised  one,  as  several  different 
varieties  of  jaborandi  leaves  are  met  with  in  commerce 
cortaining  varying  proportions  of  alkaloids,  or  even  none, 
and  many  samples  offered  as  jaborandi-leaves  consist  of 
mixed  varieties,  those,  moreover,  of  the  official  variety — 
Pilocarpus  jaborandi,  Holmes— being  obtainable  with  great 
difficulty.  Unfortunately,  however,  the  separation  of  the 
alkaloid  pilocarpine  in  a  pure  state  from  jaborandi-leaves, 
and  their  galenical  pieparations,  is  attended  with  very  con- 
siderable difficulty,  and  -it  should  not  be  forgotten  also  that 
the  physiological  action  of  the  other  alkaloids  of  jaborandi 
has  not  been  determined  with  any  degree  of  certainty. 

There  is  no  reason  why  the  liquid  extract  of  coca  should 
not  have  been  standardised  to  a  definite  cocaine  strength,  as 
i1-,  is  found  in  practice  that  the  leaves,  even  if  they  be  of 
good  appearance,  vary  as  much  in  alkaloidal  content  as  from 
0  35  to  0  7  per  cent. 

Liquid  extract  of  bael  has  been  omitted,  as  was  antici- 
pated, notwithstanding  the  elaborate  paper  by  Abraham 
(C.  #  I>.,  xlix,'208)  on  the  subject;  but  possibly  the  con- 
fection or  the  fresh  fruit  will  find  a  place  in  the  Addendum 
of  the  Pharmacopoeia,  which  is  referred  to  in  the  preface  as 
being  in  course  of  preparation,  as  there  seems  to  be  little 
doubt  of  its  great  value  in  that  condition  in  India. 

The  liquid  extract  of  Rhamnus  frangula,  although  of  un- 
doubted medicinal  value,  does  not  differ  so  materially  from 
cascara  as  to  make  the  inclusion  of  both  preparations  neces- 
sary. Its  activity  is  possibly  slightly  less,  but  to  many  it  is 
decidedly  the  more  palatable. 

Liquid  Extract  of  Belladonna. — This  preparation  has 
already  been  the  subject  of  adverse  comment  by  J.  J.  Bryant 
(see  The  Chemist  and  Dbuggist,  May  7, 1898,  page  768), 
•who  has  shown  that,  by  the  repercolation  process,  suggested 
in  the  Pharmacopoeia,  only  very  incomplete  exhaustion  of  the 
root  is  effected.  I  am  able  to  confirm  this  from  the  result  of 
manufacture  on  a  large  scale,  and  even  operating  with  three 
percolators,  each  containing  100  lbs.,  I  find  that  th  eamount 
of  alkaloid  left  in  the  marc  in  the  three  percolators  is  equal 
to  from  15  to  20  per  cent,  of  the  whole.  The  difficulty  is 
got  over  to  some  extent  by  passing  more  spirit  through  the 
third  percolatoi  in  which  the  greatest  proportion  of  alkaloid 
remains,  and  using  this  for  wetting  the  first  percolator  of 
an  aditional  quantity  ;  but  it  is  a  considerable  drawback  to 
the  economical  working  of  the  pharmacopceial  process. 
The  employment  of  heat  in  the  preparation  causes  such  a 
very  considerable  darkening  that  a  liquid  extract  made  by 
heat  cannot  be  substituted  for  one  made  by  the  official 
process,  and,  therefore,  economy  cannot  be  obtained  in  this 
way  ;  but  from  experiments  I  have  made  it  does  not  appear 
that  the  quantity  of  total  alkaloids  is  in  any  way  affected  by 
the  concentration  of  a  weaker  percolate  and  mixture  of  it 
■with  a  portion  first  reserved. 

One  practical  difficulty  met  with  in  the  case  of  belladonna 
preparations   i-i   the  standardisation  of    the  methylated 
'liniment.    It  is  obvious  that  there  i3  no  sense  in  diluting 
with  methylated  spirit  a  liquid  extract  prepared  with  pure 


spirit,  and  therefore  application  was  made  to  the  Inland' 
Revenue  authorities  for  permission  to  prepare  a  methylated 
liquid  extract  for  dilution  with  methjlated  spirit,  explaining 
at  the  time  that  although  there  was  no  difficulty  in  making 
a  solid  extract  with  methylated  spirit  containing  3  per  cent, 
of  alkaloids  (that  is  to  say,  four  times  the  strength  of  the 
liquid  extract  of  the  Pharmacopeia),  and  in  this  extract  nc- 
methylated  spirit  remained  as  such,  yet  the  colour  of  the 
liniment  made  from  this  extract  was  so  much  darker  than, 
the  pure  liniment  as  to  be  quite  different  in  appearance. 
The  reply  is  before  me  that  the  sale  of  a  methylated  liquid 
extract  cannot'  be  permitted.  Standardised  methylated 
liniment  must,  therefore,  be  made  either  by  percolation  direct 
(about  1  in  1)  and  subsequent  standardisation,  or  by  solution- 
of  this  methylated  solid  extract  disregarding  the  colour. 

The  season  of  the  year  at  which  belladonna-root  is 
collected  and  the  age  of  the  root  make  a  very  con- 
siderable difference  in  the  amount  of  alkaloid,  and  it  would 
be  interesting  if  systematic  experiments  were  made  with 
root  collected  at  various  times— say,  from  June  to  October — 
grown  in  similar  soil  (a  chalky  soil  appears  to  have  some 
influence),  to  determine  the  best  time  for  collection  of  root. 
E.  Schmidt  has  reported  {Year  book  of  Pharmacy,  1891, 
page  34)  that  the  older  roots  of  belladonna  contained  -358  per 
cent,  of  total  alkaloids  in  summer  and  only  -280  in  autumn  ;: 
whilst  Lefort  has  stated  {Year-book,  1872,  page  233)  that 
roots  from  two  to  three  years  old  are  to  be  preferred  to  those 
seven  or  eight  years  old.  I  find  that  the  English  root 
collected  in  September- October,  the  average  age  of  which  is 
four  years,  contains  from  38  to  -42  per  cent.,  but  some  of  the 
roots  imported  from  the  Continent  fall  below  -3  per  cent.  It 
is  evident,  however,  that  while  the  green  extract  of  the  fresh 
plant  remains  in  vogue  the  root  will  not  be  collected  in  any 
quantity  during  the  months  of  June,  July,  and  August,  pro- 
bably the  best  time ;  but  no  doubt  in  a  future  Pharmacopoeia 
the  green  extract  will  be  replaced  by  a  root-extract  such  as 
is  now  official,  standardised  to  contain  a  definite  proportion 
of  total  alkaloids. 

Harold  Wilson  {Pharmaceutical  Journal,  May  14,  1898) 
has  suggested  certain  modifications  in  the  process  of  assay, 
which  consist  principally  in  the  dissipation  of  the  alcohol 
from  the  extract,  previously  slightly  acidified  with  sulphuric 
acid,  and  the  employment  of  a  mixture  of  ether  and  chloro- 
form in  place  of  chloroform  only  for  shaking  out  the  alka- 
loids to  accelerate  the  process  of  assay.  The  indicator 
employed— tincture  of  cochineal— appears  more  satisfactory 
than  that  usually  employed  hitherto— viz.,  methyl-orange— 
different  specimens  of  which  I  find  vary  considerably  in 
delicacy  of  reaction. 

There  can  be  no  question  that  the  standardised  liquid 
extract  of  belladonna,  although  it  has  been  the  subject  of 
much  adverse  criticism  by  pharmacists  as  being  a  pre- 
paration that  can  only  be  made  economically  by  wholesale 
pharmaceutical  manufacturers,  will  be  a  considerable 
advantage  to  dispensers,  who  will  be  enabled  with  this 
one  preparation  to  have  at  hand  practically  any  preparation 
of  belladonna  that  may  be  required.  It  should  be  noted 
t'oat  the  Pharmacopoeia  gives  no  dose  for  the  liquid  extract , 
wisely  probably,  as  based  upon  the  doses  of  other  prepara- 
tions of  belladonna  it  would  not  be  in  excess  of  1  to  1\ 
minim. 

Ext.  Xucis  Vom.  Liq.—The  introduction  of  solid  and 
liquid  preparations  of  nux  vomica,  in  which  not  the  totaL 
alkaloids'but  the  percentage  of  strychnine  is  the  basis  of 
assay,  is  a  very  decided  advance.  The  great  discrepancy  in 
the  relative  proportions  of  strychnine  and  brucine  has  been 
repeatedly  referred  to,  and  also  the  variation  in  the  propor- 
tions which  are  fairly  constant  in   different  varieties  o? 
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nux  vomica.  Care  should  be  taken,  as  far  as  possible,  to 
select  those  varieties  in  which  the  relative  proportion  of 
brucine  to  strychnine  is  lowest,  and  this  is  found  to  be  the 
case  in  the  variety  imported  from  Bombay,  the  total 
alkaloidal  value  of  which,  as  a  rule,  varies  from  2  6  to  3  0 
per  cent.,  or  sometimes  slightly  higher  -  not  quite  half  of 
which  is  strychnine— the  usual  yield  of  the  new  B.P.  liquid 
extract  being  from  65  to  75  lbs.  fiom  100  lbs.  of  the  crushed 
seeds.  One  great  objection  to  the  1885  preparation  has  been 
removed  ;  the  relative  proportion  of  extractive  to  alkaloid 
was  always  a  trouble.  As  a  rule,  the  nux-vomica  seeds  were 
so  strong  in  alkaloid  and  weak  in  extractive  that  an  extract 
containing  15  per  cent,  of  total  alkaloids  was  nearly  pourable, 
and  it  needed  the  addition  of  extraneous  substances  or  an 
aqueous  and  nearly  inert  extract  of  nux  vomica  to  make  the 
extract  of  handy  pilular  consistence. 

The  process  as  detailed  differs  slightly  from  that  official 
in  the  United  States  Pharmacopoeia  in  containing  no  acetic 
acid  ;  the  alcoholic  strength,  however,  of  the  solvent  is  prac- 
tically the  same.  As  a  rule,  it  will  be  found  that  this  strength 
of  solvent  removes  no  considerable  proportion  of  oil  from  the 
seeds,  but  it  occasionally  happens,  and  it  has  occurred  in  one 
particular  parcel  of  seeds  upon  which  I  have  operated  since 
the  publication  of  the  Pharmacopoeia,  that  a  very  consider- 
able separation  of  fixed  oil  takes  place  in  the  liquid  extract 
after  completion.  The  process  for  the  separation  of  the  two 
alkaloids,  based  on  the  almost  complete  insolubility  of 
strychnine  ferrocyanide,  works  fairly  well,  and  a  little  prac- 
tice in  the  process  of  assay  gives  in  every  way  concordant 
results.  The  results  obtained  are,  however,  slightly  in  excess 
of  the  actual  quantity  of  strychnine  present,  the  proportion 
varying  according  to  the  relative  proportions  of  the 
alkaloids. 

Liquid  Extract  Ipecacuanha. — When  J.  0.  Braithwaite 
and  myself  worked  upon  the  subject  of  ipecacuanha  and  the 
preparation  of  a  standardised  liquid  extract,  our  knowledge  of 
this  drug  was  in  a  very  different  position  to  what  it  is  to- 
day, and  the  researches  of  Paul  and  Cownley  and  others  on 
the  alkaloids  of  ipecacuanha-root  have  led  to  a  very  great 
advance  in  the  pharmacy  of  ipecacuanha  in  the  new  Pharma- 
copoeia, as  compared  with  the  old.  The  observations  as  to 
the  relative  proportions  of  emetine  and  cephae'.ine  in  Eio  and 
Cartagena  ipecacuanha  respectively,  as  well  as  the  physio- 
logical action  of  these  alkaloids  as  determined  by  Dr.  Wild, 
have  all  been  recognised  in  the  inclusion  of  the  Rio  or 
Brazilian  root  only,  and  a  1-in-l  liquid  extract  prepared 
from  that  of  good  quality,  practically  free  from  stem,  will 
contain  about  2  per  cent,  of  total  alkaloids,  of  which  half 
approximately  will  be  emetine.  On  no  account  must  the 
Cartagena  variety  be  employed.  The  process  of  assay  in  the 
Pharmacopoeia  differs  slightly  from  that  proposed  by  J.  O. 
Braithwaite  and  myself  (see  The  Chemist  add  Deuggist< 
xxxv.  365)  in  the  method  of  the  removal  of  the  lead 
after  precipitation  with  solution  of  subacetate  of  lead,  and 
also  in  the  fact  that  titration  with  Mayer's  solution  is  not 
resorted  to.  Harold  Wilson  has  shown  recently  that  the 
precipitation  with  subacetate  of  lead  causes  slight  loss  of 
alkaloid,  and  this  appears  to  be  due  in  part  to  the  alkalinity 
of  the  solution  of  subacetate  of  lead.  But  if  the  process  is 
conducted  with  care  the  loss  may  be  reduced  to  a  very  low 
percentage.  It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  liquid 
extract  itself  is  a  very  powerful  preparation,  and  that  the 
Pharmacopoeia  doses  as  an  expectorant  and  an  emetic  are 
quite  the  maximum,  and  no  doubt  complaints  will  be  frequent, 
where  the  wine  of  the  new  Pharmacopoeia  is  substituted  for 
that  prepared  according  to  the  1885  Pharmacopoeia,  that  its 
effect  is  very  much  more  marked.  This  I  ha^e  observed 
for  some  years  as  the  result  of  selling  an  ipecacuanha-wine 


prepared  practically  in  accordance  with  the  formula  now 
made  official. 

Ext.  Caxcara  Liq. — The  preparation  has  been  very  con- 
siderably modified,  and  is  a  great  improvement  upon  that  of 
the  old  Pharmacopoeia.  The  exhaustion  of  the  bark  in  the 
cold  has  been  followed  on  a  manufacturing  scale  for  some 
years,  instead  of  the  tedious  process  of  boiling  which  was 
formerly  official.  The  spirit  has  certainly  been  reduced  to  a 
minimum,  and  it  remains  to  bo?  seen  whether  the  preparation 
keeps  perfectly  under  all  conditions.  It  is  much  more 
readily  miscible  with  water  than  that  prepared  by  the  former 
process,  and  the  deposit  is  very  trilling. 

Ext.  Coca;  Liq. — Reference  has  already  been  made  to  the 
fact  that  this  preparation  could,  with  advantage,  have  been 
standardised.  It  is  true  it  is  not  so  potent  as  those  in  which 
standardisation  has  been  adopted ;  but  it  woald  be  a  great 
convenience  for  the  production  of  coca-wines  and  other  pre- 
parations of  coca  if  the  liquid  extract  were  of  a  definite 
cocaine  strength.  The  process  of  assay  is  not  by  any  means 
difficult. 

Ext.  Ghjeyrrli.  Liq. — This  liquid  extract,  in  common  with 
the  solid  extract  must  now  be  prepared  from  the  decorticated 
root.  The  complaints  of  the  fermentation  of  the  liquid  extract 
when  made  by  the  process  of  the  1885  Pharmacopoeia  were 
very  frequent,  especially  when  the  liquid  extract  was  ex- 
ported, and  the  change  now  made  official  will  be  recognised 
as  one  of  the  most  important  in  the  work.  The  liquid 
extract,  when  concentrated  to  a  sp.  gr.  of  1  2,  a.Dd  a  fourth  of 
its  volume  of  90-per-cent.  alcohol  added,  w. i  1 1  have  a  sp.  gr. 
of  1  135  to  1T40— practically  the  same  as  that  of  the  old 
Pharmacopoeia.  In  appearance  it  differs  somewhat  from  the 
old  preparation  on  account  of  beiDg  prepared  from  the  decor- 
ticated root,  and  the  flavour  of  it  will  be  found  to  be- 
infinitely  preferable ;  the  deposit,  too,  which  was  unavoid- 
able in  the  1885  preparation,  is  now  much  lessened. 

Ext.  Jaborandi  Liq. — Reference  has  been  made  to  the 
non-standardisation  of  this  preparation,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
between  now  and  the  publication  of  a  new  Pharmacopoeia 
our  knowledge  of  the  different  varieties  of  this  drug  and  the 
alkaloidal  constituents  will  have  so  advanced  that  its  pre- 
parations may  be  standardised,  and  thu';  a  greater  use  made 
of  what  should  be  a  much  more  widely  employed  natural 
product. 

Ext.  Opii  Liq.— The  reduction  in  the  alkaloidal  strength  of 
this  preparation  to  that  of  the  tincture  is  open  to  criticism. 
It  is  very  doubtful  whether  there  is  the  slightest  necessity 
for  the  inclusion  of  two  preparations  of  opium  of  similar 
strength.  It  is  true  that  the  spirit  strength]  of  this  prepara- 
tion is  less  than  that  of  the  tincture,  and  for  the  purposes  of 
lotions  where  the  spirit  might  be  irritating  it  is  preferable  ; 
but  it  should  not  be  forgotten  that  the  alcoholic  strength 
of  the  tincture  of  opium  has  also  been  materially  reduced. 

Ext.  Partita-  f.iq. — Why  this  preparation  should  be 
made  in  the  particular  way  directed  can  only  be  a  matter  of 
conjecture.  Surely  it  would  have  been  preferable  to  have 
made  a  liquid  extract  of  a  1-in-l  strength  corresponding  to 
the  other  liquid  extracts,  and  if  this  were  slightly  weaker 
than  hitherto  to  have  proportionately  increased  the  dose. 
The  tedious  process  in  order  to  oletermine  the  amount  cf 
extractive  matter,  especially  when  such  extractive  matter  is 
at  the  very  best  of  unknown  composition,  might  well  have 
been  avoided. 

Ext.  Sana  Liq. — This  is  one  of  the  most  improved 
processes  of  the  new  Pharmacopoeia.  The  extract  produced 
by  repercolation  has  a  very  pleasant  aroma  of  sarsaparilla, 
has  practically  no  deposit  whatever  even  after  keeping  for 
some  months,  and  is  in  every  way  palatable.  It  has  a  sp.  gr. 
of  about  1  080. 
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Ext.  Tar  ax.  Liq. — The  process  for  the  preparation  of 
this  liquid  extract  is  not  by  any  means  satisfactory,  and  it 
could  well  have  been  replaced  by  such  a  repercolation- 
process  as  the  sarsaparilla  one,  the  menstruum  employed 
being  alcohol  of  20  per  cent,  strength,  or,  preferably,  of  the 
same  strength  as  used  in  liquor,  senegfe  cone. — namely,  a 
mixture  of  20-per-cent.  alcohol  2  parts  and  45-per-cent. 
alcohol  1  part.  A  liquid  extract  prepared  with  this 
menstruum  is  much  more  pleasant  and  keeps  much  better 
than  that  prepared  by  the  official  process  of  maceration  with 
60-per-cent.  alcohol  and  water  separately,  and  pressure. 

Viewed  all  round,  the  liquid  extracts  have  been  much  im- 
proved. The  standardisation  of  three  of  the  potent  ones, 
although  objection  has  been  taken  to  it  by  certain  pharmacists 
as  being  processes  only  economically  carried  out  by  manu- 
facturing druggists,  must  be  taken  as  a  distinct  advance  in 
pharmaceutical  and  therapeutic  accuracy — the  most  desirable 
of  goals.  The  great  convenience  of  the  standardised  liquid 
extracts  to  busy  dispensers  for  the  production  of  the  various 
preparations  needs  no  comment.  The  adoption  of  the  pro- 
cess of  repercolation — although  in  one  instance  (belladonna) 
unfortunate,  owing  to  the  liquid  extract  being  stronger  than 
1  in  1 — is  certainly  good  in  that  of  sarsaparilla,  and  we  may 
ho;  e  to  see  its  extension  in  the  next  edition. 


Hovcrtismo  3oeas. 


Who  Killed  the  Club  Baby? 

The  enterprising  manufacturer  of  infants'  food  who  got 
out  the  announcement  on  showy  posters  that  "The  Club 

Baby  is  fed  on  's  food  "  deserved  sympathy,  in  view  of 

the  fact  that  the  poor  club  baby  died  at  the  Avenue 
Theatre  two  or  three  days  after  the  placards  appeared. 

Catching  the  Children. 

The  Nottingham  headache-powder  man  has  distributed 
'handbills  among  the  children  of  the  Nottingham  schools 
offering  as  prizes  1^.  per  100,  6d.  per  500,  or  Is.  per  1,000  for 
wtitten  copies  of  the  sentence  "  's  Powders  Cure  Head- 
ache Instantly."  "You  can  get  as  many  friends  to  help 
.you  as  you  like,"  astutely  adds  this  princely  advertiser. 

Betting  on  the  Physic. 

Mr.  J.  E.  Brown,  of  The  North  Cliff  Drug  Company 
3  North  Marine  Eoad,  Scarborough,  is  making  a  speciality 
of  a  milk-fever  preventive  for  cows.  Mr.  Brown  undertakes 
to  treat  any  case  of  cows  down  with  milk-fever  after  the 
veterinary  surgeon  has  done  his  best  and  failed,  and 
announces  "No  cure,  no  pay,"  but  if  the  cow  recovers  he 
stipulates  for  half  the  value  of  the  cow  to  be  paid  him.  It 
is  a  nice  point  whether  he  could  recover  in  such  a  case. 

Hitting  Back. 

It  is  not  generally  good  policy  to  depreciate  your  rivals  in 
advertisements.  Butperhaps  chemists  are  justified  in  making 
clear  to  the  public  the  distinction  between  qualified  pro- 
pi  ietors  and  unqualified  directors.  This  is  how  Messrs.  J. 
Cross  k.  Co.,  of  Reading,  do  it.  In  the  course  of  a  circular 
issued  by  them  they  say  : — 

There  is  no  reason  why  your  baker,  grocer,  or  draper  should  not 
he  a  limited  company,  but  the  personality  of  your  chemist  is  of  as 
great  importance  to  you  as  the  personality  of  your  doctor,  for 
your  doctor's  fee  is  thrown  away  if  your  prescription  is  not  dis- 
pensed as  skill  and  science  dictate,  and  the  only  guarantee  that 
you  secure  this  is  by  demanding  personal  qualifications  of  all  the 
proprietors  of  chemists'  establishments.  The  power  is  in  the 
hands  of  the  people ;  and  as  you  value  justice,  fairness,  and 
educational  progress,  give  your  support  to  men  and  firms  who 
have  proved  their  fitness  by  passing  the  examinations  demanded 
by  the  law  before  being  allowed  to  call  themselves  and  practise  as 
chemists;  Reading  boasts  a  goodly  number  of  such;  continue  to 
give  them  your  support,  and  never  make  a  purchase  nor  take  a 
prescription  to  a  firm  of  so-called  chemists  who  are  obliged  to 
place  the  word  "Limited  "  after  their  name. 


IHotcs  from  IRew  tyovh. 

(By  the  Man  from  London.) 


Household  Ammonia. 

A  popular  household  line  sold  here  is  compounded  of  a  little 
soft-soap  dissolved  in  distilled  water,  and  added  to  a  solu- 
tion of  ammonia  for  cleansing-purposes.  This  mixture  is 
sold  as  household  ammonia. 

"  An  Ameeican  Kidney  and  Liver  Cure." 

Medicine  of  this  character  is  very  popular  in  this  city : — 

Pariera  brava  root  ...    4  oz. 

Buchu-leaves...       ...  ...       ...  8  oz. 

Juniper-berries        ...  ...       ...  8  oz. 

Couch-grass  ...       ...  ...       ...  2  lbs. 

Alcohol         ...       ...  ...       ...  1  part 

Water     3  parts 

Percolate  to  2  gals.,  and  dissolve  in  the  product — 

Acetate  of  potash    ...       ...       ...    6  oz. 

The  dose  is  two  teaspoonfuls  three  times  a  day. 

Unprofitable  Cutting. 

One  of  the  largest  cut-rate  drug-stores  in  New  York  has 
recently  called  a  meeting  of  its  creditors ;  the  liabilities 
amount  to  $23,000,  of  which  the  bank  is  in  for  #7,000. 
The  firm  made  a  proposition  to  pay  off  25  per  cent,  of  its 
indebtedness  in  six  months,  and  the  remainder  by  instal- 
ments covering  two  years.  In  the  meanwhile  the  debtors 
propose  to  pay  cash  for  goods.  The  creditors  accepted  the 
proposition.  The  firm  in  question  employ  Dearly  thirty 
hands,  and  the  store  has  been  run  on  the  cut-rate  principle 
for  three  or  four  years. 

Here  is  a  useful  formula  for 

Witch-hazel  Jelly. 


Gum  tragacanth,  in  pieces   4  oz. 

Glycerin    15  oz. 

Rectified  spirit  of  wine    20  oz. 

Fluid  extract  of  witch-hazel        ...  20  oz. 


Soak  the  gum  in  4  pints  of  water  for  forty-eight  hours,  stirring 
frequently,  add  the  rest  of  the  ingredients,  and  make  up  to  a 
gallon  with  water;  then  press  through  coarse  muslin,  tmd  perfume 
with  otto  of  rose,  heliotropin,  or  any  other  scent. 

Put  up  in  collapsible  tubes,  this  makes  a  good  selling 
speciality  for  use  after  shaving,  and  is  a  first-class  remedy 
for  chaps,  sunburns,  roughness  of  skin,  &c,  the  witch-hazel, 
in  combination  with  the  other  ingredients,  forming  a  delight- 
fully cooling  and  soothing  skin-speciality. 

Hot-weather  Pharmacy. 

A  prominent  ice-cream  manufacturer  states  that  the 
enormous  amount  of  10,000,000  quarts  of  ice  cream  is 
annually  sold  in  New  York,  the  present  daily  consumption 
being  no  less  than  65,000  quarts;  even  during  the  winter 
11,000  quarts  of  ice-cream  are  disposed  of  daily,  and  as  this 
delicacy  is  handled  largely  by  druggists  at  their  soda- 
fountains  some  idea  can  be  had  of  the  business  done  in 
this  direction  by  New  York  druggists.  The  capital  invested 
in  ice-cream  making  in  this  city  is  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
$1,000,000,  and  gives  employment  to  at  least  8,000  persons 
in  the  manufacture  alone. 

In  a  police  raid  upon  a  drug-store  in  Mereden,  Kansas, 
recently  there  were  confiscated  seventeen  barrels  of  beer  and 
whisky,  a  curious  supply  for  strictly  legitimate  prescription- 
work. 

A  Substitute  for  Rubber. 
It  is  stated  that  Dr.  Napier  Ford  has  succeeded  in  pro- 
ducing a  substance  very  nearly  allied  to  rubber.  Perchoid, 
as  the  inventor  calls  it,  is  described  as  the  result  of  sub- 
mitting an  oil  to  a  high  degree  of  oxidation,  when  it  comes 
out  as  a  leathery  substance,  like  rubber.  Its  tenacity  is 
increased  by  sulphur,  and  it  is  confidently  expected  that 
large  quantities  will  be  consumed  by  the  pneumatic-tyre 
incustry. 
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Correspondence, 


In  ■writing  letters  for  publication  correspondents  should  adopt 
a  concise,  but  not  abbreviated,  style.    They  are  requested  to 

write  on  one  side  of  the  paver  only.  Letters,  with 
Notice  to  Qy.  yjitjiout  a  nom- de-plume,  must  be  authenti- 
dents  cated  by  the  name  and  address  of  the  writer. 

Queries  should  be  written  on  separate  pieces  of 
paper,  and  the  regulations  printed  under  the  sections  to  which 
they  apply  slwuld  be  strictly  observed. 


Chemists'  Assistants'  Union. 

Sin, — Any  assistant  who  has  not  yet  received  a  copy  of 
the  rules  of  the  above  Union  can  now  have  them  by  apply- 
ing to  the  Secretary.  There  is  every  indication  that  this 
movement  is  going  to  be  both  large  and  successful.  Gentle- 
men who  intend  to  join  are  asked  to  send  in  their  names  at 
once,  that  they  may  be  submitted  for  approval  to  the 
Council  meeting,  next  Thursday,  September  15.  Nomina- 
tions for  provincial  secretaries  will  also  be  submitted  to  the 
same  meeting.  Every  town  of  more  than  20,000  inhabi- 
tants will  have  its  local  secretary.  Any  gentleman  who  will 
kindly  undertake  the  duties  (which  are  net  very  onerous)  is 
asked  to  communicate  with  me  at  once.  A  large  general 
meeting  will  be  held  in  London,  early  in  October  (of  which 
due  notice  will  be  given),  at  which  it  is  hoped  the  work  of 
this  Union  will  be  thoroughly  explained.  Every  assistant 
who  can  is  expected  to  attend. 

I  shall  be  happy  to  supply  further  information  to  those 
who  wiite  me.  Yours  faithfully, 

C.  E.  Pickering,  Hon.  Sec. 

The  Horseshoe  Hotel,  Tottenham  Court  Read. 

Pharmaceutical  Analyst. 

Sir, — I  think  you  misjudge  the  Council  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  in  thinking  they  will  deign  to  take  any 
notice  of  jour  suggestion  re  the  Major  examination.  I  never 
yet  knew  the  Council  pay  the  smallest  heed  to  a  sugges- 
tion coming  from  any  but  one  of  its  own  members.  Witness 
the  new  Pharmacy  Act  !  The  trade  all  over  the  country 
unanimously  agreed  that  pharmaceutical  chemists  should 
become  Fellows  of  the  Society.  The  Council  had  not  pro- 
posed any  such  innovation,  and,  therefore,  would  have  none 
of  it.  The  feeling  of  the  trade  was  so  strong  that  they  had 
really  to  descend  from  their  pinnacle  and  give  a  reason, 
which  was  something  to  the  effect  that  chemists  and  drug- 
gists would  be  jealous,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  not  a  single 
voice  had  been  raised  against  the  proposal.  The  Council 
has  evidently  not  much  respect  for  the  common  sense  of 
chemists  and  druggists. 

More  than  once  within  the  last  year  or  two  it  has  been 
proposed  that  an  examination  should  be  instituted  by  the 
Society,  similar  to  that  for  the  Associateship  of  the  Institute 
of  Chemistry,  carrying  with  it  a  Fellowship  of  the  Society. 
But  the  Council  never  even  expressed  an  opinion  upon  the 
proposal.  The  trade  would  take  a  little  more  interest  in 
the  doings  of  the  Council,  if  only  its  members  were  not 
always  absolutely  unanimous  on  every  question  which  they 
"  discuss." 

It  is  a  strange  thing  that  the  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
which  so  prides  itself  on  its  efforts  to  raise  the  status  of  the 
trade,  should  have  been  so  utterly  blind  to  the  social  advan- 
tages which  it  and  its  members  would  gain  by  its  conferring 
afirst-class  scientific  diploma. 

The  druggists  of  Great  Britain  became  possessed  of  the 
exclusive  right  to  the  title  "  chemist,"  and  if  the  Council  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  had  done  its  duty,  the  Institute 
of  Chemistry  would  never  have  been  founded,  and  the 
governing-body  of  chemists  and  druggists  would  now  occupy 
one  of  the  most  influential  positions  among  learned  bodies, 
Strange  to  say,  however,  the  Council  of  "  our  own  "  Society 
helped  to  create  a  rival  institution  to  carry  on  what  they 
ought  to  have  considered  the  most  honourable  of  their  own 
duties.  Very  faithfully  yours, 

Nottingham.  Chemist.  (30/18.) 

Sir, — Regarding  the  correspondence  in  the  C.  4'  D-  about 
giving  the  title  "pharmaceutical  analyst,"  I  should  hardly 


consider  it  fair  to  such  as  myself  who  have  practised  as 
analytical  chemists  for  years.  I  consider  that,  if  it  in 
granted,  those  who  have  vested  interests,  and  are  actually  is 
practice,  should  be  placed  on  the  same  footing:.  I  should  use 
all  legitimate  means  to  gain  that  end.  The  F.I.C.  title 
ought  to  have  been  established  by  chemists,  and  not  left  to 
outsiders.  I  have  no  doubt  there  are  quite  sufficient  analy- 
tical chemists  already  in  practice  as  such  who,  if  com- 
municated with,  would  be  ready  to  form  a  very  formidable 
opposition,  unless  due  consideration  were  given  them.  I 
know  that  yon  desire  justice  to  be  done  to  all,  but  don't  you 
think  the  title  Analytical  Chemist  is  far  and  away  more 
valuable  to  us  Minor  men  than  the  newly-conceded  title 
M.P.S.  1  Yours  truly, 

September  5.  U.  A.  C.  (2/27). 

"Wake  up,  London  'Wholesale  Druggists. 

Sir, — During  the  past  weeks  I  have  been  "  far  from  the 
maddening  crowd,"  and  it  was  only  when  I  returned  home, 
and  was  reading  back  numbers  of  the  C.  <f  -D ,  that  I 
noticed  a  letter  from  "  An  English  Assistant "  on  the  above 
subject  in  your  Summer  Number.  Firms  in  our  colonies 
have  cause  for  complaint.  I  came  from  South  Africa,  full  of 
a  determination  to  get  goods  shipped  much  quicker  than 
heretofore. 

This  is  my  experience  up  to  the  present : — I  handed  a 
mixed  order  to  a  firm  of  buyers  in  London  early  in  July.  It 
took  a  month  to  get  off  the  majority  of  the  goods,  and  "the 
remainder  "  is  now  ready  for  shipment,  with  the  exception  of 
one  or  two  lines.  Thinking  to  try  another  method  I  divided 
my  next  order  up,  buying  several  lines  from  makers  (Vinolia, 
Maypole,  Tabloids,  &c),  and  gave  sundries  and  patents  to  a 
wholesale  house  of  high  repute.  The  amount  payable  to 
this  firm  will  be  about  ZC0L,  which  they  will  receive  before 
the  goods  are  shipped.  The  goods  are  practically  all  stock 
lines,  and  although  their  acknowledgment  of  indent  was 
dated  August  9,  I  have  had  no  intimation  of  when  goods 
will  be  ready  for  shipment.  To  say  that  I  am  sick  of  this 
kind  of  thing  is  to  use  a  mild  term.  I  am  now  going  to 
give  the  New  York  houses  a  trial,  and  if  they  appreciate  a 
500Z.  order,  the  London  houses  will  have  to  be  left  behind. 
Many  of  the  English  patents  I  must,  of  course,  still  buy  in 
England ;  but  these,  I  have  been  told,  are  not  the  most 
profitable  lines.  Will  any  wholesale  house  tell  us  how  long 
it  should  take  to  get  ready  for  shipment  about  3001.  worth 
of  sundries  and  patents? 

September  7.  N.  O.  D.  (31/75.) 

Druggist's  Defences. 

Sir, — There  appears  to  be  no  limit  to  the  pseudo-scientific 
defences  which,  under  bad  advice,  prosecuted  traders  are 
induced  to  set  up.  Magistrates  are  asked  to  believe  that 
tinctures  in  well-stoppered  bottles  can  lose  half  their  alcohol 
by  evaporation,  or  that  lime-water  can  rapidly  absorb  enor- 
mous volumes  of  carbonic  acid  under  ordinary  conditions, 
and  now  with  a  straight  face  a  defendant  tells  a  magistrate 
that,  as  Gregory's  powder  has  to  be  mixed  in  an  open  mortar, 
he  cannot  see  how  conversion  of  the  magnesia  into  car- 
bonate can  be  avoided.  Another  pharmacist,  called  as  a 
witness,  says  he  would  generally  expect  to  find  15  per  cent, 
of  carbonate  of  magnesia  in  Gregory's  powder,  and  that  in 
"  supposed  calcined  magnesia  of  commercial  quality  "  10  per 
cent,  of  carbonate  is  frequently  present.  There  are  not 
many  manufacturers  of  magnesia,  and  this  irresponsible 
statement  reflects  somewhat  upon  them.  My  own  ex- 
perience of  "  commercial  magnesia "  (real,  not  supposed) 
is  not  at  all  in  agreement  with  the  statements  made  during 
the  hearing  of  the  recent  Gregory-powder  case,  and  it 
would  be  of  interest  to  know  what  makes  are  of  so  poor 
quality 

If  the  retail  trader  only  recognised  it,  he  would  see  the 
folly  of  such  defences  as  the  one  in  question,  as  their  fre- 
quent occurrence,  ending  invariably  in  the  discomfiture  of 
the  "expert"  during  cross-examination,  can  only  assist  in 
making  the  public  analyst's  position  more  impregnable,  as 
the  magistrate  must  pay  less  attention  to  the  defences  when 
he  grows  accustomed  to  such  far-fetched  suggestions. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Ernest  J.  Pabrt. 

134  Upper  Thames  Street,  E.C. 
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The  Magnesia  in  Gregory's  Powder. 

Sir, — Concerning  pulv.  rhei  co.,  it  seems  to  me  that  pro- 
secutions should  be  directed  (if  at  all)  only  against  those 
chemists  who  deliberately  use  the  carbonate  in  place  of  the 
"  more  expensive  "  calcined  magnesia,  for  where  very  little 
of  it  is  sold,  as  is  the  case  in  many  neighbourhoods,  and 
being  generally  kept  in  a  large  bottle,  the  calcined  magnesia 
is  liable  to  be  partly  converted  into  the  hydrato-carbonate, 
which  Mr  Davis  rightly  explained  in  your  last  issue. 
Although  the  preparation,  made  with  calcined  magnesia, 
being  kept  some  time,  may  show  decided  traces  or  more  of 
"  carbonate,"  and  effervesce  on  the  addition  of  an  acid,  a 
very  simple  test,  which  possibly  most  of  your  readers  are 
aware  of,  is  that  genuine  Gregory's  powder,  on  being  added 
to  water,  whether  partly  carbonised  or  not,  floats  on  the  top, 
and  is  very  difficult  to  mix,  whereas  that  made  with  the 
carbonate  sinks  to  the  bottom  in  a  short  space  of  time. 
Many  careful  chemists  who  have  no  wish  to  adulterate  are 
liable  to  be  pounced  upon,  and  subjected  to  a  fine,  when 
really  the  change  is  due  to  natural  causes,  and  moreover 
such  a  change  which  few  medical  men  would  object  to,  as 
evidenced  in  the  Guildfoid  case  (see  C  Sf  D.,  October  23, 
1897),  and  again  in  the  Sunderland  case  (see  C.  $  £>.,  April 
23,  1893).  Yours  truly, 

London.  A  Cakefcjl  Chemist.  (31/19) 

Income  tax  Recovery. 

Sir,— Taxpayers  whose  claims  for  repayment  of  Income- 
tax  overpaid  are  otherwise  good,  are  so  often  met  by  officials 
with  the  statement  that  they  are  too  late,  that  we  would  ask 
you  to  allow  us  to  remind  your  readers  that  October  5  is  the 
last  day  for  lodging  a  claim  to  set  off  a  loss  in  business  in- 
curred during  the  year  ended  Apiil  5  last,  or  at  such  prior 
date  as  the  accounts  are  usually  made  up,  against  profits 
from  another  business,  or  income  from  any  other  source. 
Even  where  the  amount  of  the  assessment  for  1897-98  was 
a  fair  one,  the  notices  of  charge  for  1898-99,  which  are  now 
being  delivered,  should  be  carefully  examined,  and  notice  of 
appeal  given  at  ence  if  the  gross  assessment  is  in  excess  of 
the  average  profits,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  tax 
charged  is  not  upon  the  full  amount  of  the  assessment. 
Even  where  the  assessment  is  entirely  discharged,  by  way  of  j 
abatement,  if  the  assessment  itself  is  excessive,  notice  of 
appeal  should  be  given  by  those  who  have  income  from 
other  sources,  where  the  total  income  does  not  exceed  700Z., 
otherwise  they  may  find  themselves  deprived  of  the  abate- 
ments they  are  entitled  to. 

We  are  at  all  times  pleased  to  advise  your  readers  gra- 
tuitously whether  they  are  entitled  to  any  repayment,  on 
their  sending  us  full  particulars  of  their  incomes  from  all 
sources,  and  a  stamped  addressed  envelope  for  reply. 

Yours  faithfully, 
The  Income-tax  Adjustment  Agency. 

12  and  13  Poultry,  London,  September  5. 

A  Hay-fever  Experience. 
Sir, — In  looking  through  the  notes  on  hay-fever  in  "  Diseases 
and  Remedies  "  it  occurs  to  me  that  you  may  be  glad  of  any 
additional  suggestions  as  to  treatment.  I  have  had  the 
complaint,  more  or  less,  for  many  seasons,  and  after  trying 
innumerable  remedies  I  have  found  the  two  following  ones 
of  the  greatest  service  : — 

1.  Wearing  smoked  glasses  prevents  severe  attacks,  as  the 
brain-irritation  caused  by  excessive  light  greatly  aggravates 
the  symptoms. 

2.  Spraying  eyes,  nose,  and  throat  with  a  solution  of 
carbolic  acid,  8  gr.  in  an  ounce  of  water,  is  both  preventive 
and  remedial. 

I  believe  also  that  a  tonic  with  gr.  iss.  of  quinine  in  each 
dose  (combined  with  hydrobromic  acid  and  a  flavouring 
agent)  is  very  useful. 

With  my  congratulations  on  the  two  excellent  books  you 
have  recently  published — both  of  which,  I  think,  will  be 
valued  by  all  chemists,  I  am,  dear  Sir, 

September  5.  Yours  faithfully, 

William  Willis. 

Educational. 

Northern  Colleqe  vf  Pharmacy.  Manchester. — In  the  para- 
graph on  page  415  of  last  week's  issue  the  last  two  sentences 


do  not  apply  to  Mr.  Clayton's  school  at  all,  and  it  may  be 
well  to  restate  that  Mr.  Clayton's  fee  for  the  Minor  is  9/.  9s 
except  for  the  September- January  course,  which  is  101.  10s  , 
and  for  a  longer  period  a  considerable  reduction  is  made. 
The  fees  for  the  afternoon  and  evening  Minor  courses  are  as 
stated  last  week,  but  the  Major  fees  are  as  follows : — Sep- 
tember-January day  course,  61.  6s  ,  others,  5/.  5s.  ;  evening 
classes,  September-January,  21.  5s ,  and  January-July, 
31.  12s.  6^.  The  fees  are  inclusive,  there  being  no  extras  for 
dispensary,  pharmacy,  or  other  courses. 

Queen  Margaret  College,  Glasgow. — Miss  J.  A.  Galloway, 
Hon.  Secretary  of  this  College,  informs  us  that  the  correct 
address  is  Hamilton  Drive,  Kelvinside,  and  that  the  fees  for 
the  complete  curriculum  (but  exclusive  of  professional  exam- 
ination and  diploma  fees)  amount  to  95/.  lis.  Miss  Galloway 
adds  that  "  the  fees  in  the  Glasgow  University  (and,  conse- 
quently, in  Q.  M.  College)  are  lower  than  in  the  Edinburgh 
University." 

The  South  London  School  of  Pharmacy  point  out,  in  regard 
to  the   map  published  last  week,  that  the  school  is  in 

Kennington  Road,  not  Kennington  Park  Road,  as  shown  

in  fact,  the  names  of  two  schools  in  that  district  have  been 
misplaced. 

Messrs.  J.  §  A.  Churchill  write  :—"  Clowes  and  Coleman's 
'Elementary  Qualitative'  is  3s.  6d.,  'Elementary  Quanti- 
tative '  4s.  6d.,  large  '  Qualitative  '  8s.  6d.,  '  Quantitative  ' 
10s.  Green's  1  Botany,'  vol.  ii.,  is  10s ,  not  10s.  6d. 
Southall's  'Materia  Medica'  is  published  by  us,  and  the 
price  is  6s  ,  not  7s.  Qd." 

Boycott  the  Bloodsuckers. 

Sir, — By  a  bloodsucker  I  mean  the  proprietor  of  a  patent 
medicine  who  utilises  the  establishments  and  the  labour  of 
retailers  to  distribute  his  stuff  without  allowing  them  sucJi 
a  margin  of  profit  as-  would  cover  the  positive  cost  of 
handling  the  goods.  Such  a  one  is  a  vampire  who  is 
nourished  by  the  vital  energy  squeezed  out  of  the  unfor- 
tunates who  are  imbecile  enough  to  sell  goods  at  a  profit  on 
which  they  could  not  possibly  exist. 

Mr.  Johnston,  the  energetic  Assistant  Secretary  of  the 
P.A.T.A.,  has  recently  been  amongst  us,  and  has  got  the 
support,  I  understand,  of  the  leading  members  of  the  trade. 

Now,  in  order  that  something  practical  should  result  from 
his  visit,  I  am  prepared  to  guarantee  that  not  a  single  bottle 
of  an  article  much  in  demand  but  profitless  to  handle  shall 
be  sold  in  any  of  our  places — -provided  the  other  Dublin 
chemists  who  are  members  of  the  Association  do  the  same, 
and  that  the  Secretary  see  that  all  parties  keep  good 
faith. 

I  believe  that  it  is  a  ghastly  farce  to  prostitute  our  phar- 
macies into  utensils  for  the  exudation  of  profitless  nostrums. 

Yours  truly, 

19  North  Earl  Street,  Dublin,  J.  C.  McWalter. 

September  6. 


Dispensing  Notes. 

This  section  is  intended  for  the  elucidation  of  dispensing 
difficulties.  Subscribers  and  their  employes  may  contribute 
to  it,  criticising  any  of  the  following  notes  or  contributing 
notes  on  pjrescriptions  which  tlcey  have  found  to  be  of 
unusual  interest, 

Ineompatibles. 

Sir, — In  reply  to  "Incompatible"  I  can  only  say  that  my 
method  has  given  me  satisfactory  mixtures,  with  no  particles 
of  jelly  in  either  of  the  two  bottles  I  have  made.  I  have 
one  bottle  now  that  I  made  last  Friday,  which  "  Incom- 
patible"  can  have  if  he  wants.  I  note  the  references  made 
to  Squire  and  the  "Art  of  Dispensing,"  but  except  "In- 
compatible "  got  nearly  2>\  oz.  of  jelly  in  the  mixture  he  has 
proved  that  it  does  not  apply  to  any  quantity  of  water  that 
there  may  be  present.  I  hope  more  opinions  will  be  sent, 
and  especially  should  I  like  to  hear  whaf.  authorities  like 
Messrs.  Martindale  and  Lunan  have  to  say  about  the  mixture. 

1  remain,  yours  respectfully, 

Bradford,  September  5.  Arthur  F.  Taylor. 

[The  mixture  referred  to  contains  sodium  bromide,  5'iiiss.  ; 
borax,  5iij.  ;  acacia  mucilage,  ?ij  ;  chloroform-water,  jj. ; 
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liquid  extract  of  ergot,  ^iss. ;  and  water  to  =  viij.  See 
C.  2t  D  ,  August  6,  page  252  "  Incompatible  "  found  the 
mixture  gelatinise.  Is  that  due  to  reaction  between  borax 
and  gum  ? — Ed  ] 

23/20.  TF.  H.  C.— There  is  nothing  in  the  world  which 
will  prevent  magnesium  sulphate  reacting  with  alkaline 
carbonates,  and  as  your  mixture  contains  about  12  per  cent, 
of  proof  spirit  with  spt.  ammon.  arom  ,  crystallisation  is 
natural  and  unavoidable. 

An  Unsatisfactory  Paint. 

Sir, — I  enclose  copy  of  a  prescription  that  was  given  me 
to  dispense.  I  could  not  get  a  satisfactory  result ;  the 
mastic  comes  out  in  large  lumps  immediately  on  adding  the 
glycerin.    What  modus  operandi  do  you  suggest? 

Iodi    3ss. 

Masticlie       ...       ...       ...       ...  5j- 

Spt.  vini  rect.  ...       ...       ...  5j- 

Glycerini  ad  ...      ...      ...      ...  Jj, 

M.  ft.  applicatio. 
Paint  over  the  part  twice  weekly. 

Yours  truly, 

Biarritz.  (20/54.) 
[You  will  not  be  able  to  turn  out  a  satisfactory  applica- 
tion, the  insolubility  of  mastic  in  glycerin  being  the  cause  of 
the  trouble.] 

Bism.  Salicyl.  and  Pot.  Iod. 

Sir, — Will  you  kindly  let  me  know  if  pot.  iodid.  is  incom- 
patible with  the  bis.  salicyl.  in  the  following  mixture,  as 
when  dispensed  an  orange-coloured  mixture  is  formed  ?  Do 
you  advise  dispensing  the  pot.  iod.  in  a  separate  bottle  ? — 

Bismuth,  salicyl.     ...       ...       ...  5ij. 

Pot.  iodidi    ...        ...       ...       ...  5j- 

Elixir  saccharin.     ...       ...  ... 

Mist,  amygdalae  ad  ...      ...      ...  5vj- 

M. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Amygdal.e.    (26/1 ) 

[Oxyiodide  of  bismuth  is  formed  in  this  mixture.  There 
would  be  no  therapeutic  advantage  in  sending  out  the  potas- 
sium iodide  separately,  as  the  reaction  would  merely  be 
delayed  until  the  medicines  got  into  the  patient's  stomach. 
If  the  doctor  cannot  be  consulted,  dispense  as  written,  since 
no  danger  to  the  patient  will  result,  and  it  miy  help  to 
teach  the  doctor  a  lesson  in  incompatibles.] 

Percentage-solutions. 

28/26.  W.  J.  P.  wants  to  know  the  correct  way  of  making 
a  5,  10,  or  20  per  cent,  solution  of  cocaine,  morphine,  and 
similar  drugs.  In  the  absence  of  indication  or  instructions 
that  the  solution  is  to  be  administered  in  minims  (as  by 
hypodermic  injection),  percentage-solutions  are  in  this 
country  made  by  dissolving  gtains,  drachms,  ounces,  &c,  of 
solids  in  sufficient  solvent  by  measure  to  make  the  required 
volume  of  solution.    Thus,  for 

Sol.  cocain.  liydroclilor.,  5  per  cent.  5ij' 

If  one  has  not  the  solution  in  stock,  and  wishes  to  make 
5'j.,  or  as  near  that  as  possible,  note  that  5;j.  =  \  oz  ,  and, 
as  loz.  =  437  5  gr.,  \  oz.  =  109  4  gr.  (say,  110;;  so  that 
100  :  5  : :  110  =  5  5.  Dissolve  bh  gr.  of  cocaine  hydro- 
chloride in  water,  and  make  up  to  5ij.  If  one  calculated 
from  the  minim,  6  gr.  of  the  hydrochloride  would  be  taken. 
Another  example  may  be  given  to  illustrate  a  precaution 
necessary  in  the  case  of  drachms  : — ■ 


Atropin.  sulphat. 
Fiat  10  per  cent.  sol. 


One  might  rush  at  this  by  dissolving  the  sulphate  in 
sufficient  water  to  make  giiss.  of  solution  ;  but,  as  the 
weighed  drachm  is  60  gr.  and  the  measured  drachm 
54  8  gr.  (Q ),  the  solution  would  be  too  strong.  The 
measure  of  the  resulting  solution  should  be  1,200  gr.— t  <?., 
2  oz.  and  325  fi.  gr.,  or  gij.  5vj. 

Measures  graduated  in  fluid  grains  are  obtainable,  and 
save  all  the  calculation;  but,  as  they  cannot  be  officially 
verified,  chemists  who  have  them  in  their  trading-premises 
must  be  prepared  to  prove  that  they  are  not  used  for  the 


purpose  of  trade.  There  is  no  trouble  about  the  matter  if 
the  dispenser  keep3  in  mind  that  standard  solutions  of  any 
kind  can  only  be  made  on  the  basis  of  uniform  units  of 
weight  and  volume,  and  the  minim  (0  911  gr.)  and  grain  are 
not  uniform,  but  the  gramme  and  cubic  centimetre  are ;  so 
are  the  ounce  and  fluid  ounce. 


Legal  Queries. 

We  do  not  give  legal  opinions  by  post.  Information  regarding 
most  legal  matters  in  connection  with  pharmacy  will  be  found 
in  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary,  and  in  "  Pharmacy 
and  Poison  Laics  of  the  United  Kingdom,"  and  Alpe's 
"Handy-book  of  Medicine-stamp  Duty." 


2/25.  Vicum. — No  one  can  interfere  with  you  for  describ- 
ing yourself  as  a  "  hair  and  skin  specialist." 

276/3.  X.  Y.  Z — It  is  not  necessary  to  be  qualified  in 
Great  Britain  before  you  may  dispense  a  physician's  pre- 
scription, so  long  as  it  does  not  contain  any  scheduled 
puison. 

26/52.  Perplexed.  —  A  patent  medicine  licence  is  not 
required  to  sell  a  proprietary  article  which  the  Board  of 
Inland  Revenue  have  declared  to  be  not  liable  to  medicine- 
stamp  duty. 

29/50.  Ambitious. — There  is  no  legal  objection  to  your 
qualifying  for  the  medical,  veterinary,  and  pharmaceutical 
professions,  and  practising  all  three. 

29  58.  T.  D.  If. — You  do  not  require  a  wine  or  sweets 
licence  to  sell  quinine- wine  made  according  to  the  B.P.  We 
do  not  think  the  label  you  send  would  render  the  wine  liable 
to  medicine-stamp  duty,  but  you  can  get  that  question 
answered  authoritatively  if  yon  send  two  labels  to  Somerset 
House.    (See  Diary.) 

29/61.  Pax. — It  is  not  an  infringement  of  the  Dentists 
Act  to  exhibit  the  announcement,  "  Teeth  carefully  ex- 
tracted." 

30,20.  Acid. — The  fact  that  vinegar  has  been  deleted  from 
the  B.P.  does  not  make  it  legal  to  sell  diluted  acetic  acid  as 
vinegar.  We  are  not  sure  that  it  is  illegal  to  do  so  ;  magis- 
trates have  decided  both  ways.  It  is  certainly  illegal  to 
sell  diluted  acetic  acid  as  malt-vinegar  or  as  white-wine 
vinegar,  and  we  think  it  only  just  to  the  purchaser  that  it 
should  always  be  illegal  to  sell  a  coloured  concoction  (acid, 
acetic,  aqua,  cum  sacch.  ust.)  under  the  name  of  vinegar. 
When  we  (the  public)  ask  for  vinegar  we  mean  the  malt- 
product,  and  we  ought  to  get  it. 


Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 

We  reply  to  subscribers  and  their  employe's  only  vpon  sub/ectt 
of  interest  to  other  readers  generally.  When  more  than  one 
query  is  sent  write  each  on  a  separate  piece  of 
Querists"  PaPer-  When,  a  sample  accompanies  a  query 
'  full  particulars  regarding  tlie  origin  and  use  of 
the  sample  must  be  given,  and  it  must  be  distinctly  labelled. 
Queries  are  not  replied  to  by  post,  and  those  sent  anonymously 
are  disregarded. 

22/20.  Index. — Pigeons'  Pood. — The  following  formula 
will  give  you  a  somewhat  similar  powder  to  the  one  sent : — 

Powdered  asafetida   5SS- 

Nitre  5ij- 

Epsom  salts   Jss. 

Prepared  chalk    %ss. 

Powdered  liquorice   gj. 

Fine  sand      ...       ...       ...       ...  5]. 

Corn-meal     ■••       •■•       •••       •••  3vj. 

Mix. 

23/2.  M.  K. — Linen- enamelling  Block. — Our  analysis 
of  the  sample  shows  it  to  be  made  of  soap  and  finely- 
powdered  French  chalk  in  about  equal  quantities.  The  soap 
(best  primrose)  should  be  melted  on  a  water-bath  (it  may 
be  necessary  to  add  some  water)  and  the  chalk  well  mixed 
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with  it  ;  the  mixture  then  poured  out  on  a  stone  slab  to  a 
sufficient  depth,  and  cut  into  cakes. 

24/25.  Canary. — Diarrbcea-powder  for  Cage-birds. — The 
sample  which  you  say  is  very  useful  in  inflammation  of  the 
bowels  and  diarrhoea  of  canaries  seems  to  be  made  up  as 
follows : — 

Powdered  capsicum   5j- 

Powdered  canella    ...       ...       ...  5ij- 

Powdered  althea     ...       ...       ...  3ss. 

Powdered  tormentil...       ...       ...  Jij. 

Mix,  and  bring  up  the  colour  with  burnt  umber. 

19/54.  L.  L. — The  pills  are  pil.  ferri.  We  cannot  make 
searching  analyses  of  "  pills  for  females. ' 

7/71.  Subscriber  (Jamaica). — The  Brown-boot  Polish 
which  you  send  differs  in  composition  from  most  of  the 
samples  which  we  have  hitherto  seen,  and  you  will  have  con- 
siderable difficulty  in  making  one  exactly  the  same.  The 
constituents  which  we  have  isolated  are  beeswax  2,  a  fixed 
oil  2,  resin-soap  1,  turpentine  1,  and  water  8.  The  colouring 
is  Bismarck  brown.  The  polish  is  excellently  made,  appa- 
rently with  the  aid  of  an  emulsifying-machine.  You  will 
find  useful  information  in  regard  to  brown-boot  polishes  in 
"  Pharmaceutical  Formulas."  We  make  an  inquiry  about  the 
bottles,  &c,  but  you  would  do  well  to  write  to  a  few  of  our 
advertisers  in  that  line. 

24/47.  Water-lath.  —  Alper's  Water-bath.  (Diaky, 
fig.  127)  is  a  home-made  affair.  Show  the  illustration  to  a 
local  tinman,  and  he  will  make  one  for  you. 

21/60.  Dews.— Dentist's  Impression-wax. — See  C.  tf  D., 
June  5,  1897,  page  903,  or  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas," 
page  143.    We  cannot  repeat  a  formula  given  so  recently. 

24/14.  Hypo. — Film  varnish. — Water  varnishes  are  used 
for  films,  the  use  of  alcohol  being  objectionable.  The  pro- 
tective varnish  given  to  the  film  is  inferior  to  an  alcoholic 
shellac-varnish,  but  the  surface  is  a  good  one  for  retouch- 
ing:— 

Borax  ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  5ss. 

Sodium  carbonate    ...       ...       ...  5j- 

White  shellac    3'j- 

Glycerin        ...       ...       ...       ...  5j- 

Distilled  water        ...       ...       ...  §xx. 

Boil  the  first  three  ingredients  in  12  oz.  of  the  water  until  the 
shellac  is  dissolved,  filter,  add  the  glycerin  and  water  to  make  the 
product  measure  1  pint. 

22/53.  J.  S.  T. — (1)  The  sticky  places  on  the  air-cushion 
caused  by  grease  should  be  lightly  rubbed  with  a  little  ether, 
and  then  dusted  with  French  chalk.  (2)  The  cough-mixture 
formula  you  submit  is  fairly  good,  but  is  perhaps  a  little 
too  acid.  If  you  omit  the  hydrobromic  acid,  which  in  the 
small  quantity  present  can  do  no  good,  it  would  be  an  im- 
provement. 

20/58.  Miliado. — Alexander's  "  Treatment  of  Epilepsy," 
Is.  6d.  (Pentland);  Dana's  "Text-book of  Nervous  Diseases," 
20s.  (Churchill);  or  Beevor's  "Diseases  of  the  Nervous 
System,"  10s.  6^.  (Lewis). 

24/11.  Morphia. — Helbing's  ung.  lanolini,  which  is  given 
in  "Pharmaceutical  Formulas,"  is  the  ointment  intended 
when  ung.  lanolini  co.  is  ordered. 

20/39.  Phcenise  has  a  clerical  customer  whose  church  is  in- 
fested with  bats,  and  asks  if  we  can  suggest  any  means  of 
ridding  the  edifice  of  them  ?  We  cannot ;  perhaps  some  of  our 
readers  with  experience  in  the  matter  can  give  "Phoenix"  a 
few  hints. 

23/16.  W.  W.  (Bucuresci).— The  publishers  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Journal  (Serle  Street,  W.C.)  have  got  out  a  table 
of  equivalents  of  metric  and  imperial  weights.  The  booklet 
is  published  at  Is.  6d. 

20/23.  A.  P.  N. — Nigrosine  is  a  common  aniline  dye,  and 
should  be  readily  procurable.  Perhaps  if  you  ask  for  indu- 
line  (one  of  its  many  synonyms)  you  may  be  more  suc- 
cessful. Nigrosine  (spirit  soluble)  gives  a  bluish-violet 
solution,  and  is  generally  mixed  with  chrysoidine  to  increase 
its  blackness  for  spirit  stains  and  polishes. 


20/74.  China. — The  colours  used  in  china-painting  are 
mixed  with  a  resinous  medium  to  give  body.  The  substances 
generally  used  are  fat,  oil  of  turpentine,  and  oil  of  lavender. 
Thick  boiled  linseed  oil  is  sometimes  employed. 

23/28  Wilts. — It  is  not  at  all  unlikely  that  the  droppings 
of  lubricating-oil  from  a  lawn-mower  will  destroy  the  grass 
where  they  fall.  Your  customer  should  learn  to  oil  the 
mower  properly.    There  should  be  no  droppings. 

21/43.  CO., — (1)  The  manufacture  of  soluble  flavouring- 
essences  is  dealt  with  in  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas." 
(2)  There  is  no  book  such  as  you  require  on  the  manufacture 
of  aerated  waters.  We  have  published  from  time  to  time 
both  practical  and  theoretical  articles  on  the  subject. 

20/34.    Canine. — We  have  no  formula  for  dog-biscuits. 

261/27.  /or.— Starch-gloss  — Refer  to  C.  $  P..  Oc- 
tober 16, 1897,  page  640,  or  December  25, 1897,  page  1006. 

25/25.  Hydroldnonc. — The  discoloured  hydroquinone  de- 
veloper will  stain  negatives  and  paper  positives  developed 
with  it,  and  your  customers  won't  like  that. 

24/56.  Saltd. — "The  Optician's  Handbook"  (Gutenberg 
Press,  123  Fleet  Street,  E.C.),  3s.  Qd ,  gives  much  useful 
information  on  visual  optics  and  spectacle-fitting. 

28/72.  Pelagos  writes  : — "  A  feeble,  elderly  gentleman 
spends  nearly  all  his  time  in  his  library.  What  is  the  most 
desirable  temperature  to  aim  at  keeping  the  room,  what  the 
right  amount  of  moisture  in  the  air,  and  how  ascertain  the 
correct  amount  of  moisture?"  This  recalls  the  "system" 
which  the  late  Dr.  Oliver  W.  Holmes  adopted  for  himself  a 
few  years  before  his  death,  and  by  which  he  hoped  to 
prolong  his  life  until  the  twentieth  century.  The  tempera- 
ture of  a  living-room  for  any  person  properly  clad  should 
not  exceed  70°  F.,  but  65°  is  most  tolerable  and  healthful. 
The  moisture  is  not  a  factor  to  go  too  closely  into,  if  the 
heating-apparatus  is  not  a  gas-stove  and  the  room  is 
properly  ventilated.  A  few  living  plants  in  the  room,  which 
are  watered  regularly  and  kept  in  uncovered  porous  pots, 
help  to  maintain  the  moisture,  but  generally  the  atmosphere 
of  rooms  is  more  moist  than  the  outer  air.  It  is  well  to 
note  that  the  old  man's  danger  is  not  in  his  library,  but 
when  he  leaves  it  for  another  part  which  is  appreciably 
colder  or  hotter  than  the  library. 

21/30.  E.  A.  It. — Film-negatives  are  not  usually  attached 
to  glass  when  printing  ;  they  are  as  easily  printed  from  as 
glass  plates  when  you  get  used  to  them. 

27/30.  II. — The  last  edition  of  Gray's  "  Supplement  to  the 
Pharmacopoeia"  was  published  in  1857.  It  is  out  of  print, 
but  can  sometimes  be  met  with  secondhand. 

27/42.  Mincing  Lane. — The  seeds  are  those  of  what  i3 
known  as  the  Large  Bound  China  Cardamom  (Amomum 
globosvm),  a  native  of  the  South  of  China  and  Cochin  China. 
They  are  of  a  greyish  colour,  angular  and  furrowed  on  one  side, 
and,  unlike  many  of  the  seeds  of  the  genus,  are  rough  and 
dull  of  appearance,  instead  of  being  smooth  and  polished. 
They  have  an  aromatic  odour  and  taste,  suggestive  of  the 
common  thyme  {Thymus  vulgaris).  As  met  with  in  the 
Chinese  shops  these  seeds  are  deprived  of  the  outer  coating 
of  the  fruit,  and  are  in  agglutinated  masses.  The  Chinese 
chew  them  as  a  perfume  for  the  breath,  and,  together  with 
the  flowers,  they  are  said  to  have  the  property  of  counter- 
acting the  fumes  of  wine.  Another  species  of  amomum 
employed  in  medicine  by  the  Chinese  is  known  as  the  "  hairy 
cardamom,"  and  supposed  to  be  derived  from  A.  villosum. 
It  is  grown  in  the  province  of  Kwang-tung  and  in  the  Yang- 
yun  district  of  Southern  China.  The  seeds  of  this  plant 
have  an  aromatic  and  tar-like  odour  and  taste. 

27/22.  J.  31.  E. — Walnut-juice  should  be  made  fresh 
by  cold-infusion  and  pressure  of  walnut-husks.  An  extract  is 
obtainable. 

25/45.  Phono. — We  do  not  know  what  the  Government 
Test  for  Indigo  Cloth  is,  but  tailors  generally  use  nitric 
acid,  which  bleaches  the  colour  to  yellow,  while  other  blue 
colours  give  reddish  tints  with  the  acid. 
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23/46.  Query. — There  is  not  sufficient  of  the  powder  in 
the  few  grains  of  ointment  which  you  send  us  to  establish 
its  identity.  Our  experiments  lead  us  to  suppose  that  it  is 
an  oleate — probably  bismuth  oleate — mixed  with  a  lanoline 
basis  and  slightly  perfumed. 


Information  Wanted. 

The  Editor  will  be  obliged  J  or  replies  to  the  following  from  any 
who  can  furnish  the  information. 


23/70.    Formula  for  pulv.  sodaj  sulph.  co.  (Simpson). 

28/41.  Name  and  address  of  makers  of  wood-bottles  for 
pills. 

29/15.  Name  and  address  of  makers  of  Kapp*s  antiseptic 
soap. 

28/QO.  Who  are  manufacturers  or  wholesale  dealers  in 
photochromic  views  ? 

30/55.  What  is  mist,  capillairi,  as  prescribed  by  a  Man- 
chester physician  ?    Will  some  correspondent  oblige  C.  B.  ? 

7/71.  Who  can  supply  cheap  glass  and  stone  bottles  for 
boot-polishes,  inks,  &c,  and  corks,  brushes,  and  caps  for 
gum-  bottles,  &c. 

30/27.  B.  B.  B.  wants  to  know  the  exact  composition  of 
brown  powders,  used  in  Lancashire  for  children — said  to 
contain  jalap,  rhubarb,  and  bicarbonate  of  soda.  Can  any- 
one give  quantities  and  doses  ? 


Information  Supplied. 


"Wood- smoke,  or  Essence  of  Smoke. 
T.  B.  J.  B.  (29/29)  uses  the  following  formula  :- 
Barbadoes  tar         ...       ...       ...  5ss. 

5j- 


Burnt  sugar  ... 
Port  wine 
Best  vinegar  ... 
Table-salt 

Water  

Macerate  for  three  days. 


5v. 
5v. 
5ij- 
5vij. 


The  formula  for  Cambrian  essence  (  'Phar.  Form.,"  page  487) 
is  also  good,  and  is  sometimes  used  along  with  saffron 
infusion,  the  latter  giving  the  rich  smoky  appearance. 

Victoria  Date  Company  (Limited). — On  September  7, 
Mr.  Justice  Phillimore  sitting  as  vacation  Judge  in  the 
Chancery  Division  heard  an  application  made  on  behalf  of 
Messrs.  George  Newnes  (Limited)  that  the  Victoria  Date 
Company  (Limited)  might  be  wound  up  by  the  Court  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Companies  Acts,  1862  to  1890.  The 
respondent  company  is  a  Belgian  company,  and  is  not 
registered  under  the  Companies  Act,  1862.  Its  principal 
place  of  business  in  England  is  at  112  Belvedere  Road, 
Lambeth.  The  petitioners  are  creditors  for  5,021?.  0s.  Qd. 
for  advertising.  The  business  of  the  company  was  to 
manufacture  vinegar  from  dates,  and  also  to  manufacture 
sauces,  &c.  There  was  a  considerable  stock  of  sauces  and 
chemicals  on  the  premises,  in  addition  to  the  plant  and 
machinery.  After  Mr.  Carrington  had  cited  several  cases  in 
support  of  his  application,  His  Lordship  said  he  doubted 
whether  he  had  a  jurisdiction  in  the  matter  as  the  company 
has  not  been  registered  in  England.  He  came  to  the  con- 
clusion, however,  that  he  should  be  justified  in  adopting  a 
precedent  of  Mr.  Justice  Cave,  in  protecting  the  interests  of 
the  English  creditors  as  much  as  possible.  Mr.  Bethell  for 
the  company  consented  to  the  winding  up  ordered,  on 
condition  that  the  English  liquidator  only  realized  the 
English  assets  and  did  not  distribute  them.  He  would  be 
satisfied  with  the  official  receiver  as  liquidator  if  the  Belgian 
liquidator  might  have  some  locus  standi  in  the  English 
Courts.  Mr.  Justice  Phillimore  ordered  the  company  to  be 
wound  up  compulsorily,  the  liquidator  only  to  take  possession 
of  and  protect  the  English  assets,  and  not  to  take  any  further 
,  steps  without  the  leave  of  the  Court,  and  notice  being  given 
to  the  foreign  liquidator. 


Grafce  TReport 


Notioe  to  Betail  Bayers. 
It  should  be  remembered  that  the  quotations  in  this  section 

are  invariably  the  lowest  net  cash  prices  actually  paid  for  large 
quantities  in  bulk,  and,  for  crude  drugs,  without  charges.  For 
fuller  particulars  see  the  article  "  Lowest  Trade  Terms  "  in  Thb 
Chemist  and  Druggist,  March  19,  1898,  p.  473.  O.i.f.  quotation* 
are  for  London  unless  when  otherwise  stated. 

Buyers  of  essential  oils  are  particularly  requested  to  note  that 
low  quotations,  especially  for  Sicilian  essences,  are  rarely,  if 
ever,  accompanied  by  guarantee  of  genuineness. 

/CONFIDENCE  has  been  the  ruling  factor  in  the  markets 
*J  this  week,  and,  in  consequence,  more  business  has  been 
done,  while  the  signs  are  entirely  in  favour  of  its  continu- 
ance. This  applies  not  only  to  the  London  market,  but  also 
to  the  United  States.  There  is  no  prospect  of  a  rush — 
indeed,  that  is  undesirable  from  several  points  of  view — but 
the  slackness  and  hand-to-mouth  purchases  of  the  past  few 
months  are  likely  to  be  balanced  before  the  end  of  the 
year.  There  are  not  many  actual  changes  in  values  to 
record  this  week,  but  such  as  there  are  are  included  in  the 
subjoined  table  : — . 


Higher 


Camphor  (German 

refined) 
Castorum 
Chamomiles 
Golden  seal 
Shellac 


Firmer 


Benzoin 

Camphor  (English 

refined) 
Cocaine 

Oil  of  peppermint 

(Jap.) 
Tragacanth 


Lower 


Cocoa-butter 

Ginger  (Cochin) 

Guarana 

Oil,  pennyroyal 

Oil,  star  aniae 

Orris-root 

Pimento 

Quicksilver  (2nds) 
Wax,  Carnauba 


The  rise  in  German  refined  camphor  is,  on  the  whole,  the 
most  notable  event  of  the  week.  The  firm  condition  of  the 
market  for  crude  made  this  move  safe  and  judicious. 
Quicksilver  is  tottering  to  a  fall,  and  Sumatra  benzoin  is  in 
a  better  position  to-day  than  it  has  been  for  six  months. 
We  deal  editorially  with  the  present  position  of  cascarilla. 


Board  of  Trade  Returns. 

The  Board  of  Trade  returns  for  August  are  a  decided  im- 
provement upon  those  of  last  month,  the  imports  showing 
an  increase  of  3,845,142?.,  the  figures  being  37,216,527/.  as 
compared  with  33,371,385/.  in  August,  1897.  The  imports  for 
the  eight  expired  months  ending  August  31  amounted  to 
309,076,495/.,  against  294,565,179/.  last  year,  or  an  increase 
of  14,511,316/.  The  exports  of  British  and  Irish  produce  for 
the  month  also  6how  the  satisfactory  increase  of  1,112,019/., 
the  figures  being  20,186  016/.,  as  against  18,773,997/.  in  1897. 
There  is  still  considerable  leeway  to  make  up,  however,  as 
the  decrease  for  the  eight  months  is  4,901,828/.  Exports  of 
foreign  and  colonial  merchandise  also  declined  by  120,399:'. 
during  August.  Turning  to  individual  articles  in  the  imports 
we  note  increases  in  quicksilver,  3,129/. ;  alkali,  4,316/. ; 
brimstone,  484  cwt. ;  borax,  11,279/. ;  saltpetre,  1,593  cwt. ; 
cocoanut  oil,  19,875  cwt. ;  seed  oil  (all  kinds),  65  tons ; 
turpentine,  38,084  cwt. ;  Peruvian-bark,  2,972  cwt. ;  cinna- 
mon, 61,735  lbs. ;  and  unenumerated  spices,  190,733  lbs.  On 
the  other  hand,  decreases  occur  in  ginger,  831  cwt. ;  pepper, 
184,407  cwt.  ;  cochineal,  250  cwt. ;  alizarine,  833/. ;  aniline 
and  other  coal-tar  dyes,  8,036/. ;  indigo,  3,293/. ;  olive  oil, 
301  tuns;  palm  oil,  i2,954  cwt.;  gum  arabic,  2,601  cwt.; 
lac,  seed,  shell,  stick,  and  dye.  3,516  cwt. ;  rosin,  9,946 
cwt. ;  and  drugs  unenumerated,  7,858/.  Among  the  exports 
under  the  head  of  chemicals  and  chemical  and  medicinal 
preparations,  there  is  a  decrease  of  104,941  cwt.  in  alkali, 
the  total  shipments  being  271,245  cwt..  as  against  376,186 
cwt.  in  August,  1897.    The  exports  to  the  U.S.A..  fell  off  by 
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41,978  cwfc.  In  bleaching-materials  there  was  also  a  de- 
crease of  10,116  cwt.;  and  sulphate  of  copper,  489  tons. 
Drugs  and  medicinal  preparations  show  an  augmentation  of 
9  429/.  for  the  month,  the  figures  being  612,241/ ,  as  com- 
pared with  599,190/.  The  figures  for  the  eight  months  of  this 
year,  however,  show  a  decrease  of  229,182/.  •'  Other 
articles,"  classified  under  chemicals,  increased  by  26,360/. 

Heavy  Chemicals. 

A  better  tone  is  apparent  in  the  market  this  week,  and 
orders  are  more  numerous  and  heavier.  Business  on  the 
Clyde  is  rather  dull,  but  on  the  Tyne  is  very  steady,  whilst 
in  the  Lancashire  district  matters  are  again  assuming  their 
normal  tone  after  the  various  and  extensive  stoppages  at  the 
works,  which  is  usual  at  this  time  of  the  year.  The  general 
demand  for  miscellaneous  chemicals  from  the  home- 
consuming  trades  is  good.  Paper-makers  are  very  busy,  and 
soap-makers  also.  The  glass-trade  is  busier  than  it  has  been 
for  some  time,  and  bleachers,  dyers,  and  calico-printers  are 
for  the  most  part  all  fully  employed.  Business  in  the  paint 
and  colour  t-ade  continues  very  brisk,  general  orders  being 
plentiful,  in  fact  this  season  is  probably  the  best  there  has 
'been  in  the  line  for  some  years. 

Alkali  Produce. — Soda  crystals  are  very  firm  and  scarce, 
owing  to  the  hot  weather  interfering  with  crystallisation,  there  is, 
however,  no  alteration  to  report  in  price.  Caustic  soda  is  in  fuller 
inquiry,  especially  for  export.  Ammonia  alkali  firm  and  un- 
changed at  4Z.  2s.  6d.,  free  on  rails  works  in  bags.  The  figure  for 
contracts  over  next  year  is  rather  lower,  and  moderate  orders  are 
reported.  Bleaching-powder  quietly  steady,  for  next-year 
figure  5/.,  for  soft-wood  casks  on  rails.  Saltcake  is  moving  well, 
and  price  is  easily  maintained.    Chlorates  unchanged. 

Borax  and  Boracic  Acid  are  firmer,  and  prices  tend  a  shade 
higher. 

Alumina  Products. — Crystal  alum  quiet,  lump,  4?.  12s.  6d.  to 
4/.  15s. ;  and  ground,  5/.  7s.  6d.  to  51. 10s.,  f.o.b.  Liverpool.  Sul- 
phate of  alumina  best  makes,  firm,  and  in  good  demand ;  lump, 
80s. ;  and  crushed,  82s.  6f?.,  free  on  rails  Tyne.  Alumino-ferric 
moves  steadily  at  unchanged  rates.  Hydrate  of  alumina  quiet. 
Chloride  and  carbonate  dull. 

Sulphate  of  Ammonia  is  quieter,  but  values  are  fairly  well 
maintained.  There  is  no  appreciable  change  from  figures  last  given. 
Exports  from  Leith  last  week  amounted  to  542  tons. 

Lead  Compounds  tend  a  shade  easier,  present  figures  are : 
Sugar  of  lead,  brown,  17/. ;  white,  26?. ;  and  nitrate  of  lead,  21/., 
all  less  2k  per  cent.  Glasgow. 

Arsenic. — White  powdered,  in  fuller  inquiry,  and  price  is  firm 
a'ld  higher,  at  14?.  15s.  to  15?.  ex  ship  Garston. 

Liverpool  Drug- market. 

Liverpool,  September  7. 

Canary-seed. — The  market  remains  steady,  at  29s.  6d.  per 
quarter  for  good  bright  Turkish,  but  no  transactions  are  reported 
at  this  price. 

Gums. — Arabic  sorts  are  moving  off  to  a  slight  extent  only,  at 
about  70s.  for  hard  amber  description,  and  up  to  80s.  for  partly 
friable.  Medium  grades  meet  with  rather  more  inquiry,  and  a 
line  of  Egyptian  Amrad  has  been  done  on  private  terms. 
"Niger,  Brazilian,  and  Ghatti  are  all  unaltered,  without  sales  to 
report. 

Castor  Oil  i3  steady  at  recent  quotations,  and  sales  are  re- 
ported of  good  seconds  Calcutta  at  3ic/.,  first-pressure  French 
iSi^r/.,  while  Madras  is  held  for  21r§(Z.,  no  further  business  being 
reported  in  this  grade. 

Balsam  Copaiba. — Sixteen  barrels  of  Maranham,  just  landed, 
were  offered  at  auction,  and  Is.  6(Z.  per  lb.  was  bid  all  round  ;  but 
buyers  views  were  too  low,  and  the  parcel  was  withdrawn  for 
better  prices. 

Beeswax  is  in  better  request,  and  26  bags  of  Peruvian  were 
sold  at  7?.  2s.  6<?.  to  7/.  10s.  per  cwt.,  and  Chilian  values  are  about 
these  figures. 

Cabnauba  Wax  has  experienced  considerable  movement,  1,000 
bags  having  been  sold  at  27s.  6d.  to  55s.  per  cwt. 

Quillaia-bark  is  meeting  with  a  steady  demand,  and  sales  are 
recorded  at  19/.  10s.  Qd.  per  ton,  and  some  holders  look  for  even 
better  prices. 

Californian  Honey  is  getting  into  very  narrow  compass  on 
the  spot,  owing  to  the  continued  bad  reports  from  the  producing 
centres ;  orders  which  have  been  cabled  out  at  high  figures  are 
reported  as  unexecuted. 

Sulphate  of  Copper  is  firmly  held  at  16/.  10s.  to  16/.  12s.  6d. 
per  ton. 

Potashes  meet  with  a  very  limited  demand  at  22s.  to  22s.  6d. 
per  cwt.,  and  Peablashes  34s.  to  35s.  per  cwt, 


Spirit  of  Turpentine  is  meeting  with  a  fair  amount  of 
inquiry  at  22s.  6<?.  to  23s.  per  cwt. 

Hamburg  Drug-market. 

Hamburg,  September  6. 

The  position  of  our  drug-market  has  undergone  little 
charge  since  last  week,  and  alterations  in  price  are  but 
few : — 

Aniseed  (Russian)  is  quiet,  at  33m.  per  100  kilos. ;  Star- 
anise  a  little  weaker,  at  228m.  per  100  kilos. 

Balsam  Peru  is  lower,  there  being  offers  in  the  market  at 
17m.  per  kilo. 

Cassia  Lignea  is  firm  and  dearer ;  choice  quality  is  held  for 
50m.  per  50  kilos. 

Camphor  (Refined)  is  firmer  ;  229m.  per  100  kilos,  has  been 
paid  to-day. 

Condurango-bark  is  quiet,  at  42m.  per  1C0  kilos. 
Cascara  Sagrada  very  firm,  at  42m  per  100  kilos. 
Cocaine  is  unchanged,  at  300m.  per  kilo. 

Cumin-seed  (Maltese)  is  firm,  at  45m.  per  100  kilos,  for  new 
crop. 

CaraWxVY-seed  shows  little  animation,  at  40Jm.  per  100  kilos, 
for  new  crop,  while  1893  is  quoted  4hn.,  1897  42m.,  per 
100  kilos. 

Ergot  of  Rye  is  without  business ;  good  quality  maybe  had  at 
130m.  per  100  kilos. 

Honey  is  firm  ;  for  Chilian  23m.  to  29m.  per  50  kilos,  is  asked. 

Ipecacuanha  unchanged.  Rio  may  be  bought  at  19im.  per 
kilo. 

Nux  Vomica. — Fair  Bombay  seed  is  quoted  at  15m.  per  100 
kilos. 

Kola-nuts,  32Jm.  per  100  kilos. 

Quinine  is  dull  of  sale  and  neglected,  at  26m.  per  kilo. 

Wax  firmer.  Grey  Carnauba  has  been  sold  at  62m.  per  100 
kilos.,  and  is  now  quoted  at  from  G5m.  to  120m.  per  100  kilos., 
according  to  quality.    Japan  is  quiet,  at  61im.  per  100  kilos. 

Oils  (Fixed). — Cod-liver  is  very  quiet;  non-congealing  1898 
oil  can  be  had  at  80m.  to  84m.  per  barrel.  Castor  is  quiet ;  first- 
pressing,  in  barrels,  spot  55Jm.,  forward  delivery  54m.,  per  100 
kilos. 

Oils  (Essential).— Star-anise  unaltered,  at  15m.  per  kilo. 
Clove,  6m.  to  7m.  per  kilo.  Peppermint,  HGH,  is  quoted  at 
5.30m.  per  lb. ;  Japanese  firm  and  dearer,  at  7Jm.  per  kilo. 

American  Markets. 

New  York,  August  31. 

Sarsaparilla. — A  fair  business  has  been  done  at  6Ac.  per  lb. 
for  five-bale  lots.  The  quoted  range  is  6;.c.  to  7c,  according  to 
holder.  „ 

Cinchonidine. — Business  has  been  done  to  the  extent  of 
30,000  oz.  at  a  shade  under  the  ruling  quotation  of  13c.  It  is 
believed  that  the  recent  movement  is  towards  the  closer  concen- 
tration of  stocks.    Market  closes  firm  at  15c. 

Morphine. — A  continued  activity  is  reported  in  contract- 
deliveries,  and  manufacturers'  prices  are  steadily  maintained  on 
the  basis  of  &2.30  to  S2.40  for  bulk,  according  to  brand. 

Quinine. — The  market  has  a  quiet  appearance,  at  20c.  to  22c. 
for  100-oz.  tins,  according  to  brand.  The  second-hand  price  re- 
mains firm  at  19jc.  to  20c. 

Opium. — A  weaker  undertone  is  apparent,  and  quotations  for 
case-lots  have  further  declined  to  $3.65  to  §3.70,  according  to 
seller,  some  still  refusing  to  shade  the  latter  figures,  believing 
that  the  present  depression  is  wholly  due  to  manipulation. 

Star-anise. — The  market  is  very  strong,  and  the  principal 
holders  offer  very  sparingly.  It  is  doubtful  whether  holders 
would  sell  in  a  large  way  except  at  an  advance  in  price,  as  re- 
ports from  primary  sources  of  supply  indicate  scarcity  and  an 
advance  in  the  import  cost. 

Grains  of  Paradise. — Business  is  reported  to  a  fair  extent 
the  recent  advance  to  10c. 

Oil,  Peppermint. — The  spot-trading  is  only  moderate,  holders, 
however,  are  not  anxious  sellers,  and  quotations  are  steadily 
maintained  at  85c.  to  SI  for  Western,  and  SI  to  $1.15  for  New 
York.  For  oil  of  choicest  quality  the  market  is  stronger,  a 
scarcity  of  this  grade  being  very  probable.  Several  large  buyers 
have  sent  representatives  to  the  mint  districts  to  judge  the  situa- 
tion, with  a  view  to  buying,  and  should  several  large  dealers 
commence  making  purchases  prices  will  advance.  The  smaller 
holders  in  the  country  have  mostly  disposed  of  their  stocks  to 
their  larger  neighbours,  which  makes  the  position  all  the  more 
favourable  for  a  rise. 

Mandrake-root. — Prime  fall-dug  is  scarce,  and  a  parity  of 
20  s.  6d,  to  21s.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.,  is  generally  quoted.  Sales  have  been 
made  at  18s  to  19s,  c.i.f.,  but  nothing  can  now  be  got  below  20s.  6d. 

Oil,  Sassafras. — The  market  for  natural  is  quiet,  though 
prices  are  firm  at  32c.  to  33c,  as  to  quality,  quantity,  and  seller. 

Sugar  of  Milk. — The  demand  both  for  consumption  and  ex> 
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port  is  moderately  active,  at  9c.  to  10c.  for  powdered,  and  14c.  to 
15c.  for  crystals. 

Golden  Seal. — The  market  has  been  quiet,  but  holders  are 
firm  at  50c.  for  fall-dug. 

Senega.— Quiet  at  24^c.  to  25c.  per  lb.,  though  business  has 
been  done  in  a  small  way  at  23Ac. 

BuOHU. — A  good  business  has  been  done  at  from  13c.  to  16c, 
according  to  quality. 


Cablegrams. 

Hamburg,  September 8, 11  34a.m.: — To-day's  quotation  for 
refined  camphor  is  firm,  229m.  per  100  kilos.  Other  articles 
having  a  firmer  tendency  are  cocoa-butter,  Carnauba  wax,  and 
turpentine. 

New  York,  September  8,  3  24  P  m.  : — This  market  shows 
little  sign  of  improvement  so  far  as  business  actually  done 
is  concerned.  Opium  is  dull  at  *>3  36  per  lb.,  and  almost 
without  buyers  Beeswax  is  weaker,  the  price  of  ordinary 
Tellow  being  25Jc.  per  lb.  Manna  is  going  high  ;  24c.  per 
lb.  has  been  paid  for  small  flake,  and  50 o.  for  large.  The 
short  crop  of  peppermint  has  had  no  effect  so  far  on  the 
value  of  the  oil,  which  is  unchanged.  Silver  nitrate  is 
dearer  at  41c.  per  oz.  ;  quinine  sulphate  neglected  at  20c. 
Saltpetre  is  low  and  in  better  supply  at  3£c.  per  lb.  for 
crude,  and  6c.  per  lb.  for  refined.  Salol  and  all  other  syn- 
thetics are  quoted  higher  owing  to  the  war-tax. 


42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. :  September  8. 

Acids,  Citric  and  Tartaric— Unchanged  at  last  week's 
prices. 

Acid,  Phosphoric  is  1U</.  to  ll^d.  per  lb.,  f.o.r.  makers' 
works,  for  sp.  gr.  1  750. 

Asafetid A. — Since  the  auctions  sales  have  been  made  at 
50s.  for  red  and  grey  mixed ;  common  brown  aod  stony  has 
also  been  dealt  in  at  40s.  per  cwt.  One  holder  of  fine  pinky 
■block  requires  75s.  to  80s.,  but  no  sales  have  been  effected  at 
these  figures. 

Balsam  Copaiba.  —  Maranham  balsam,  genuine  and 
cloudy,  was  sold  in  Liverpool  last  week  at  Is.  Id.  per  lb. 

Benzoin. — Firmer,  owing  to  a  rather  brisk  demand  for 
Sumatra.  For  months  benzoin  has  been  perfectly  stagnant, 
and  the  shippers  have  been  wisely  advised  in  withholding 
their  supplies  until  the  already  over- stocked  London  market 
has  been  cleared  a  bit.  This  policy  has  had  its  effect; 
consumers  have  this  week  come  into  the  market,  and  have 
made  large  purchases  at  full  rates — e.g.,  11.  per  cwt.  for  good 
seconds. 

Camphor— All  kinds  of  German  refined  have  been  ad- 
vanced by  \d.  per  lb.,  making  the  present  prices  for  bells 
Is.  lfd.  per  lb.  for  less  than  £-ton.,  Is.  l±d.  per  lb.  for  Jf-ton., 
and  Is.  l\d.  per  lb.  for  ton  lots.  Tablets  are  charged  at 
higher  rates,  corresponding  to  size  of  tablet  and  order. 
The  English  refiners  have  been  negotiating  for  a  rise  this 
week,  but  up  to  the  moment  of  going  to  press  no  decision  has 
been  arrived  at.  Meanwhile,  one  refiner  declines  to  sell  at 
recent  rates.  Japanese  to  arrive  is  quoted  at  89s.  to  90s.  per 
cwt.,  c.i.f .,  and  Chinese  would  appear  to  be  firmer  at  83s.,  c.i.f . 
The  stock  of  crude  in  Hong-Kong  on  August  6  was  reported 
to  be  7,500  to  8,000  cases.  The  shipments  from  Canton  and 
Hong-Kong  since  January  1  have  been  12,805  boxes,  against 
same  period  1897,  18,898 ;  1896,  13,864 ;  and  1895,  15,714 
boxe3. 

Cantharides.— Quiet.  Russian  flies  are  held  at  Is.  8hd. 
to  Is.  9d.  per  lb.  The  stock  of  Chinese  in  Hong  Kong,  "on 
August  6,  was  20  piculs.    None  are  to  be  had  here. 

Cardamoms. — No  business  in  London  or  change  worth 
reporting.  The  exports  from  Colombo  and  Galle  for  the 
week  ending  August  16  were  8,773  lbs.,  made  up  as  follows : 
—Bombay  3,308,  London  2,705,  and  Hamburg  1,887.  The 
total  exports  from  January  1  to  August  16  were  320  620  lbs 
1898 ;  335,827  lbs.,  1897 ;  200,149  lbs.,  1896 ;  and  245  059  lbs 
in  1895. 

Cascara  Sagrada.— Business  at  a  standstill,  holders 
being  firm  at  22s.  per  cwt.  for  new  bark,  and  25s.  for  old. 
There  are  anxious  buyers  of  sew  bark  at  20s. 

Cinchona.— The  stock  at  Amsterdam  in  first  hand  on 
September  3  consisted  of  2,345  packages  of  Government 


culture  and  11,944  packages  from  private  plantations.  The 
next  auctions  in  Amsterdam  will  be  held  on  September  29. 
and  will  consist  of  7,064  packages  manufacturers'  bark  and 
1,073  druggist's  bark.  Arrivals  at  Amsterdam  since  Sep- 
tember 1  total  2,951  packages.  The  following  figures  relate 
to  the  exports  from  Ceylon  from 

1898       1897       18S6  1895 
January  1  to  August  16...  644,856    472,003    805,462    723,373  lbs. 

Cinchonidine — German   sulphate  has  been  sold  this 
week  at  6\d.  per  oz. 

Cocaine. — Firmer.  Agents  for  the  B.  &  S.  brand  received 
instructions  on  Wednesday  to  quote  9.v.  6d.  per  oz.  Other 
agents,  however,  are  willing  to  go  on  at  the  old  figure  of 
9s.  3d.  for  100-oz.  lots.  There  does  not  appear  to  ba  any 
second-hand  sellers  below  this  figure. 

Cocoa-butter  —  Lower.    In  auction  45  tons  Cadbury's 
brand  sold  at  Is.  0^d.  to  Is.  l^d.  per  lb.,  closing  at  Is.  Id. 

Chamomiles. — Belgian  flowers  have  now  bren  practically 
all  harvested,  and  to-day  58s.  per  cwt.  is  the  pi  ice  asked 
while  future  higher  rates  are  spoken  of. 

Galls. — Persian  are  firm  at  53s.  to  55s.  for  blue,  at  which 
figures  business  has  been  done  ;  green  and  white  are  held 
for  extreme  prices — viz.,  45s.  to  50s ,  and  41s.  to  43s.  per 
cwt.  respectively.  There  are  sellers  of  Japanese  for  arrival 
at  47s.  6d.,  c.i.f.,  and  Chinese  at  52s.  c.i  f.,  or  53s.  on  the 
spot,  with  little  business  passing. 

Golden  Seal. — Dearer.  Merchants  here  cannot  supply 
through  lack  of  stock,  so  that  the  spot  price,  2s.  Id.  per  lb., 
is  merely  nominal. 

GUARANA. — The  abundant  stocks  in  New  York  have  in- 
fluenced a  weaker  feeling  there,  and  quotations  have  been 
reduced  to  35c.  to  36c.  per  lb.,  as  to  quantity.  It  is  unsale- 
able on  the  London  market  at  Is.  4rf.  per  lb. 

Gum  Arabic. — At  the  gum-sales  to-day  the  usual  dull 
tone  prevailed.  Ten  catalogues  were  offered,  comprising 
nearly  4  200  packages,  of  which  843  were  olibanum,  437 
Australian,  16  Cape,  and  the  remainder  (2  902)  East  Indian 
and  Turkey  sorts.  Of  this  large  quantity  about  100  odd 
packages  sold.  For  a  lot  of  27  packages  common  Ghatti 
12s.  was  paid,  subject.  A  few  other  odds-and-ends  also  sold. 
Australian  and  Cape  were  entirely  bought  in.  Fair  glassy 
Australian  was  held  for  26s.  up  to  35s.  for  fine  pale  frosted. 

Honey. — Business  has  been  done  recently  in  fair  brownish 
set  Australian  at  18s  per  cwt.  The  arrivals  this  week  include 
114  packages  from  Jamica. 

Insect-flowers  — During  August  40,200  kilos,  of  the  new 
crop  Dalmatian  flowers  were  received  at  Trieste,  and  35,100 
kilos,  were  delivered,  leaving  the  stock  of  old  and  new  at 
270,700  kilos.  The  following  are  the  current  prices,  fob. 
Trieste :"  wild,"  102s.  to  106s.;  closed,  83s  to  85s.;  half 
open,  54s.  to  66s. ;  and  open,  42s.  to  44s.  per  cwt.  The  Lon- 
don market  has  a  firmer  tendency,  with  a  fair  amount  of 
business  for  forward  delivery. 

Ipecacuanha. — The  demand  for  Cartagena  is  decidedly 
on  the  increase,  and  although  business  was  done  in  seconds 
at  4s.  lOd.  per  lb.  early  in  the  week,  5s.  has  since  been 
paid,  and  5s.  3d.  is  wanted.  The  stocks  of  this  kind  are 
getting  low,  for,  although  it  is  excluded  from  the  B.P.,  it  is 
found  to  have  a  utility  which  compels  purchase. 

Juniper-berries. — Italian  advices  report  that  the  crop 
promises  to  be  a  rich  one,  and  will  make  up  for  the  scarcity 
of  the  past  season.  In  consequence  quotations  are  easier  at 
20m.  per  100  kilos.,  c  i.f.  Hamburg,  for  Italian.  Dealers  in 
London  ask  6s.  9d.  to  7s.  per  cwt.,  f.o.b.  Leghorn,  for  forward 
delivery. 

Manna. — This  week's  reports  are  rather  more  favourable, 
but  have  not  affected  values. 

Oil,  Anise  (Star). — Cheaper  ;  business  has  been  done  at 
6s.  6d.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.,  at  which  there  are  still  sellers.  We  also 
hear  of  6s.  5d.,  but  cannot  confirm.  The  spot  price  is  7s. 
On  August  6  the  Hong-Kong  stock  was  estimated  at  100 
piculs. 

Oil,  Bergamot.— Quiet,  but  firm  at  9s.  per  lb.,  c.i.f. 
Buyers  object  to  lay  in  stocks  at  these  figures,  and  are  only 
purchasing  from  hand  to  mouth,  orders  in  most  cases  not 
exceding  20-lb.  lots. 
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Oil,  CASSIA. — Little  business  this  week.  The  quotations 
are  for  65  to  70  per  cent,  aldehyde,  4*.  9d.  per  lb.,  ci.fi.  ; 
75  to  80  per  cent.,  5.?.  c.i.f.  and  5*.  3d.  landed  ;  for  80  to 
85  per  cent.,  5*.  Qd.  c.i.f.  and  5s-  9d.  landed.  The  stock  in 
Hong-Kong  on  August  6  was  200  piculs. 

Oil,  OASTOB.  Steady  and  inclined  to  be  firmer. 
Medicinal  Italian  is  quoted  at  36s.  to  37.s\  6d.  c.i.f.,  and  French 
first-pressing,  26.s\  to  26s.  6d.  f.o.b.  First-pressing  Belgian 
is  27s.  to  28*.  per  cwt.  on  the  spot,  and  second-pressing 
25s.  6d.  for  September-October  delivery.  The  arrivals  of 
East  Indian  oil  in  Liverpool  this  week  amount  to  close 
upon  1,000  cases. 

Oil,  Cod-livioe. — With  the  exception  of  the  transference 
of  a  well-known  agency,  there  is  no  change  this  week. 

Bergen,  September  3. — Our  market,  contrary  to  all  anticipa- 
tions, continues  very  quiet,  the  tendency  being  lower.  It  is  now 
possible  to  buy  best  Lofoten  non-congealing  medicinal  oil  at  79s., 
f.o.b.,  per  barrel.  The  exports  from  Bergen  up  to  date  have 
been  5,318  barrels,  against  6,293  at  the  corresponding  period  of 
last  year. 

On,.  Lumon. — Old  crop  it  offer  vl  for  prompt  shipment  at 
3s.  lOd.  to  4s.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.,  according  to  quality. 

Oil,  PunnyeoyAL. — American  of  the  new  crop  is  offered 
at  easier  rates  from  the  producing  districts — viz.,  65c  to 
75c,  according  to  quantity  and  seller. 

Oil,  PepPEBMINT. — Stocks  of  Japanese  in  London  are 
getting  low,  and  prices  arc  slightly  better  this  week — viz., 
3s.  6/L  per  lb.,  c.i.f.,  for  dementholised,  and  5s.  to  5s.  Id. 
per  lb.,  c.i.f.,  for  40-per-cent. 

Oil,  Oranqio. — New  crop  of  sweet  orange  is  offered  at 
6s.  3d.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.,  but  this  quotation  is  much  shaded  by 
some  holders.    Litter  orange  is  8s.  6d. 

Oimum. — The  London  market  has  been  very  quiet  since 
our  last  report,  and  only  small  parcels  have  changed  hands 
at  previous  prices.  Holders  of  soft-shipping  opium  are 
inclined  to  ask  higher  prices,  but  there  is  no  business  to 
report.  Fine  Persian  on  the  spot  is  quoted  at  lis.  9d.  to 
12s.,  and  for  October-November  delivery  lis.  Qd.  per  lb. 
Smyrna  druggists'  is  offered  at  10*.  Qd.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.  (10  per 
cent.).  Private  advices  from  Smyrna  to  hand  this  week 
estimate  the  new  crop  at  2,820  casas,  against  7,200  last  year. 

Smyrna,  August  27. — Prices  this  week  have  remained  stationary, 
and  are  likely  to  do  so  as  long  as  orders  for  consumption  are  not 
important  and  pressing.     Various  European  reports  estimate  the 

opium  crop  of  the  whole  Turkish  Empire  at  about  3,000  cases 
only.  To  this  we  reply  that,  in  spite,  of  the  criticism  which  it 
caused,  our  valuation  of  4,300  cases,  given  in  our  review  of 
August  12,  is  correct.  For  if  it  were  otherwise,  with  the  large 
transactions  put  through  lately  and  the  small  stocks  in  England, 
current  talequale  opium  would  to-day  rightly  and  justifiably  stand 
at  lis.  10r/.  pcrlh.  The  sales  for  the  week  amount  to  23  cases 
new  current  at  the  parity  of  10s.  3<2.  to  10s.  5i/.,  and  25  cases  in- 
spected Dutch  af  10*.  Hi/,  for  exportation, c.i.f., European  ports,  loss 
of  2  per  cent,  not  included.  The  arrivals  up  to  date  are  680  cases, 
against  1,580  at  the  corresponding  period  of  last  year. 

OeeiS.— The  prices  for  the  new  crop  are  about  Is.  easier, 
but  little  progress  has  been  made.  Picked  Florentine  is 
quoted  at  34*.  to  36s.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.,  and  sorts  at  31s.  to 
32*. ;  extra  picked,  37*.  Leghorn  advices  say  there  is  no 
first-hand  stock  of  old  crop  in  Italy,  and  higher  prices  are 
looked  for  later  on.  The  Clymcne  has  brought  33  bags  from 
Leghorn. 

Phknazonu. — Again  Qd.  per  lb.  cheaper,  a  printed  quota- 
tion of  7s.  Qd.  per  lb.  having  floated  about.  Buyers  are 
willing  to  give  that  with  a  falling  clause.  Sellers  are 
reluctant  to  consider  such  terms,  and  in  the  absence  of  the 
slightest  sign  of  increased  consumption  practically  no 
business  is  passing. 

Potash  PbbmANGANATB. — A  fair  amount  of  business  is 
being  put  through  at  52s.  6d.  per  cwt.  for  small  crystals  and 
57*.  Qd.  for  large.  There  are  said  to  be  sellers  in  second- 
hand below  these  figures. 

Quicksilvee  has  been  anything  but  lively  lately,  and 
second-hand  holders,  anxious  to  force  sales  and  to  protect 
themselves  against  a  prospective  official  fall,  have  been 
selling  at  11.  9s.  Qd,,  or  3*.  below  Rothschild's  price. 

Quinine. — B.  &  S.  brand  is  quoted  lOJrf.  in  less  than 
1,000-oz.  lots,  and  lQd.  for  more.    In  second-hands  there  are 


buyers  at  9ld.,  but  owing  to  better  inquiry  from  the  United 
States  holders  are  not  inclined  to  part  with  it  at  that.  A 
dull  market,  nevertheless. 

Khurarb. — Veiy  little  business  has  been  done  since  the 
auctions.  Hound,  rough  Canton  pickings  have  been  sold,  in 
a  small  way,  at  lid.  per  lb.  The  arrival  of  130  cases  in 
London  is  reported. 

The  following  figures  represent  the  shipments  in  piculs  of 

rhubarb  from  Shanghai  during  July.    L  Ion,  883;  New  York, 

264;  Canton, 230;  Hamburg,  81 ;  Genoa,  77  ;  Bremen,  71 ;  Kobe, 

53;  Hong-Kong,  33;  Trieste,  19;  total,  1,711  piculs.  Business 
in  Shanghai  during  July  was  very  active,  and  there  are  oidy  small 
supplies  of  really  fine  root  left.  In  fact,  good  sound  heavy  Shensi 
root,  of  pinky  fracture,  is  not  to  be  had.  The  quality  of  the  new 
Canton  root  proved  satisfactory,  and  there  was  a  good  demand  for 
the  Continent,  U.K.,  and  U.S.  High-dried  was  in  large  supply  at 
easier  rotes,  no  doubt  owing  to  poor  supply. 

Scammon Y-BOOT. — Quiet,  with  small  sales  at,  25*.  per  cwt. 
In  Liverpool  there  has  been  more  inquiry  lately,  but  so  far 
no  sales  have  occurred,  as  holders  are  firm  ;  from  25*.  to 
27*.  Qd.  is  asked. 

Shbds. — There  is  still  a  fair  trade  doing  in  the  finer 
qualities  of  Canary,  at  steady  prices ;  but  speculation  is 
dormant.  Cumin  firm,  and  stocks  diminishing;  new  crop 
Mogador  sold  at  25s.  per  cwt.  Coriander  and  Fenugreek 
unchanged.  Caraways  quiet,  little  doing;  the  new  crop  is 
of  poor  quality,  and  is  offered  at  20s.  Qd.  per  cwt.,  f.o.b. 

SENNA. — Since  the  drug-auctions  some  second-hand  lots 
have  been  sold  at  l\d.  per  lb.  for  common,  small,  spotty  leaf. 
A  consignment  of  156  bales  Tinnevelly  leaf  has  arrived  this 
week,  per  Shannon,  from  Bombay.  In  Alexandrian  there  is 
next  to  nothing  doing. 

Shellac. — Dearer.  At  the  close  of  last  week  business 
was  done  in  second  orange  TN  at  63s.  to  64s.  on  the  spot, 
and  cakey  AC  garnet  at  65*.  Qd.,  since  which  there  has  been 
a  good  inquiry,  with  a  fair  business  on  the  spot.  Only  small 
supplies  were  offered  at  the  auctions  on  Tuesday,  and  very 
little  sold.  For  second  orange  an  advance  of  Is.  was  paid 
on  the  last  sale's  rate,  the  value  of  fair  TN  being  now  64s.  to 
65*.  The  following  prices  were  paid: — Second  orange,  fair 
red,  free,  64s.  Rangoon,  common  red,  livery  hard  block, 
52*.  to  53*.  Garnet,  hard  block,  53*.  Button,  pale  flint 
block,  71*. ;  dark  seconds,  65s.;  cakey  to  blocky  ditto,  65s. 
to  66*.  ;  and  low  hard  block,  39s.  per  cwt.  Since  the 
auctions  a  few  lots  of  second  orange  have  changed  hands 
at  65*. 

Simces  The  market  has  been  quiet,  and  prices  rather 

easier  for  some  articles,  but  black  Pepper  is  firmer.  At 
public  sale  on  Wednesday,  Cochin  Ginger  was  about 
Is.  6i/.  per  cwt.  cheaper;  dull  small  to  fair,  washed  rough, 
selling  at  22*.  to  23*.  per  cwt. ;  and  Calicut  rough,  at  23*  6i/. 
to  24*.  per  cwt.  For  Jamaica  there  was  no  demand.  Japan 
also  was  bought  in  at  18*.  r>er  cwt.  for  small  rough  limed. 
Zanzibar  Clones  lower  at  4.,'://.  per  lb.  for  October- December 
delivery.  A  pile  of  unpicked  Penang  sold  at  5d.  per  lb.,  and 
a  dozen  cases  of  dark  picked  at  Q7nd.  per  lb.  There  was  no 
bid  for  a  parcel  of  good  Sierra  Leone  Capsicums ;  30*.  per 
cwt.  seemed  to  be  the  auctioneer's  price.  Cassia-lignea  firm, 
good  old  import  partly  sold,  at  55*.  per  cwt.  Pimento  lower i 
a  few  lots  sold  at  Q'^d.  to  <\§d.  per  lb.  for  common  to  good 
fair.  Nutmegs  quiet.  Mace  in  good  request  for  the  better 
qualities;  boldish  pale  Penang  sold  at  2s.  Qd.  per  lb.  and 
medium  at  Is.  Id.  per  lb.  A  fair  business  has  been  done 
privately  in  Singapore  black  Pepper,  at  4l1|v/.  per  lb.  on  the 
spot,  and  at  5  \..d.  to  5f./l.  to  arrive,  according  to  position. 
White  quiet,  but  firmer  for  Penang,  at  l\d.  per  lb.  near  at 
hand,  and  at  l\';d.  for  distant. 

Sthoi'iiantiius. — Green  Komb6  seed  is  held  for  3s.  3d, 
and  brown  at  lOd.  to  1*.  per  lb. 

Vanillin.— It  is  thought  in  Germany  that  the  lowest 
price  has  been  reached.  The  quotation  in  London  is  2*.  9d. 
per  oz.  for  contract  lots. 

Wax  (Bees').— Sales  have  recently  been  made  of  Australian 
wax  of  ordinary  to  fair  mixed  colour  at  Ql.  to  6/.  5*.  per  cwt. 

Wax,  OABNAXJBA. — A  good  business  was  done  in  Liverpool 
last  week  at  lower  prices,  the  sales  including  yellow  at  49*. 
to  55s  ,  according  to  quality,  medium  at  29*.  6i/.  to  40* ,  and 
1,250  bags  grey  at  27*.  Qd.  to  30*.  per  cwt. 


September  10,  1898 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


469 


Canadian  Honey. 

A  shipment  of  19  cases  of  Ontario  honey  was  made  from 
Montreal  the  other  day  for  Liverpool.  As  this  year  there  is 
a  large  crop  of  the  finest  honey  Canada  ever  produced,  a 
considerable  business  with  Great  Britain  is  expected. 
Advices  from  the  apiaries  of  Ontario  and  Quebec  report  a 
large  crop  of  honey,  a  large  proportion  of  which  will  be 
white  clover.  Last  year  there  was  quite  a  scarcity  of  white- 
clover  honey  in  Quebec,  owing  to  the  clover-crop  having 
failed. 

Borax=works  Shut  Down. 

The  big  plant  of  Mr.  F.  M.  Smith,  the  "  Borax  King," 
known  as  the  Pacific  Coast  Borax-works,  situated  at  Alameda, 
California,  has  been  closed  down  for  an  indefinite  period. 
The  fact  has  given  rise  to  some  comment,  but  it  appears 
that  all  Mr.  Smith  has  done  is  to  take  advantage  of  an 
accumulation  of  the  refined  article  at  Alameda  to  close  the 
refinery  for  repairs,  it  having  received  no  overhauling  for 
seven  years.  As  soon  as  trade  warrants  it  operations  will 
be  resumed. 

German  Herb=crops. 

The  latest  reports  from  Halle-on- Maine  state  that  last  year 
complaint  was  made  of  the  extremely  unfavourable  crops  of 
medicinal  herbs,  and  this  year,  unfortunately,  things  are 
much  worse,  as  in  the  months  of  April  and  May  winter 
temperatures  prevailed,  and  in  June  and  July  there  was  no 
summer  weather — in  fact,  August  was  the  only  favourable 
month.  Apart  from  the  stunted  growth  of  most  of  the 
medicinal  herbs,  labour  is  scarce,  and  there  are  fewer  hands 
to  collect  the  produce,  so  that  the  gatherers,  unless  they  are 
paid  higher  wages  (which  the  growers  can  ill  afford),  are 
likely  to  turn  away  in  search  of  more  remunerative  employ- 
ment.   The  results  of  all  this  upon  prices  can  be  imagined. 

St.  Vincent  Arrowroot. 

It  appears  from  the  report  of  Sir  Alfred  Maloney  that  the 
rise  in  the  price  of  St.  Vincent  arrowroot  last  year  was  due 
to  a  rather  half-hearted  attempt  on  the  part  of  producers 
to  regulate  the  supply  rather  more  in  accord  with  the 
demand  for  it.  The  exports  went  down,  but  the  producers 
lived  to  regret  their  effort,  for,  on  the  first  sign  of  a  rise  in 
price,  everyone  rushed  to  take  advantage  of  it.  Whether 
arrowroot  shall  be  a  remunerative  crop  or  not  seems  to  be 
entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  St.  Vincent  growers,  and  it  only 
requires  a  little  agreement  between  them  to  effect  it.  For 
the  present  it  seems  likely  that  the  English  buyer  will  reap 
all  the  advantages  of  the  local  competition  among  half-a- 
dozen  individuals. 

Panama  Sarsaparilla. 

In  our  report  of  last  week's  drug- auctions  we  referred  to 
an  unusual  form  of  sarsaparilla  of  a  bold  character  and  rough 
appearance  which  was  included  in  the  Lima  variety  offered. 
The  roots  of  the  sample  have  a  shrivelled  cortex  of  a  greyish- 
brown  colour,  carry  a  considerable  amount  of  dirt,  and  are  of  a 
woody  character.  From  a  careful  examination  of  the  structure 
and  comparison  with  other  forms  of  sarsaparilla  there  is 
little  doubt  that  this  product  is  derived  from  a  species  of 
Smilax,  but  it  is  impossible  to  define  the  species  by  exam- 
ination of  the  root  alone,  as  the  roots  of  a  given  species  vary 
according  to  soil  and  climatic  influence.  The  genus  Smilax 
(which  yields  all  the  sarsaparillas)  consists  of  more  than 
200  species,  which  are  spread  over  nearly  all  temperate 
and  tropical  regions  both  in  America  and  the  Old  World. 
According  to  Hemsley,  in  "Biologia  Central  Americana," 
there  are  thirty-one  species  of  Smilax  scattered  over  the 
Central  American  district.  Considerable  doubt  exists  as  to 
the  specific  identity  of  the  plants  affording  the  various  forms 
of  sarsaparilla,  and  the  matter  can  only  be  cleared  up  by  the 
careful  collection  and  examination  of  herbarium  material. 
Those  who  have  the  commerce  of  sarsaparilla  in  their  hands 
would  do  good  service  to  science  if  they  could  arrange  for 
specimens  of  branches  with  leaves,  flowering  branches,  and 
fruit  of  the  plants,  from  which  the  principal  commercial 
varieties  of  the  root  are  obtained,  to  be  collected  and  sent 
home,  along  with  specimens  of  the  root  for  identification  by 
botanists.  Meanwhile  it  may  be  desirable  to  call  the  bold 
rough  root,  above  described,  Panama  sarsaparilla. 


London  Drug  Statistics. 

The  following  statistics  relate  to  tho  receipts  and  deliveries  of 
some  of  tho  leading  drugs  from  and  into  the  London  public  ware- 
houses from  January  31,  1898,  to  August  31,  and  to  the  stocks  on 
August  31.    Their  accuracy  cannot  bo  guaranteed. 
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344 

■770 
Of  0 

7fi7 
OD 1 

566 

„  other  kinds  pkgs 

31 

33 

192 

162 

187 

150 

04  U 

77d 
004 

116 

249 

1  LO 

219 

Nux  vomica  ..  pkgs 

604 

971 
CI  L 

006 

RC9 

0b6 

9d7 
64/ 

ACQ 
406 

Oils— 
*Anise   cs 

1  AO 

oO 

fin 

1  on 
Lev 

oy 

an 
ou 

1UD 

v\ 
ou 

1 7n 

1  IK) 

DO 

OO 

C7 
DO 

21 

•♦yo 

dQQ 

4yy 

dQ7 

4yo 

boy 

A1Q 

4oo 

777 

7dQ 

/4y 

4CD 

7d7 
(40 

C77 

Oocoa-uut  . .  tons 

249 

214 

7G7 

lot 

921 

did 
O  ID 

i  nfyi 

Olive  .  ...cks&c. 

i  nci 

ODD 

1  958 

1  7X7 

1,041 

1  630 

17 

g 

'  99 

66 

9d 

Oft 

32 

tQuinine  sulphate  lbs 

107,446 

85,566 

47,318 

23,206 

36,077 

25,594 

714 

655 

782 

815 

1,043 

621 

Safflower — 

Bengal  ..  bis,  &c. 

222 

180 

41 

88 

24 

56 

Saltpetre — 

Nitrate  potash  tons 

990 

2,765 

4,003 

5,048 

3,766 

4,103 

Nitrate  soda  ,, 

1,825 

2,418 

18,238 

16,286 

18,129 

14,242 

Sarsaparilla  ....  bis 

463 

260 

1.(27 

699 

748 

702 

1,171 

1  iihh 

2,464 

1,040 

2,647 

2,778 

Shellac- 

5,835 

6,643 

5,278 

8,263 

6,210 

7,639 

7,569 

6,502 

7,228 

6,684 

4,592 

4.429 

43,781 

40,503 

25,087 

42,708 

21,554 

27,718 

Terra  Japonica— 

1,105 

1561 

495 

534 

807 

792 

Gambier ....  „ 

1,471 

1,393 

5,747 

4,242 

5,931 

3,924 

Turmeric- 

113 

401 

23 

34 

33 

160 

Madras,  Cochin, 

192 

245 

165 

60 

119 

188 

Wax— 

(Bees')  bls&srns 

1,243 

1,117 

2,440 

1,756 

1.864 

1,049 

„         cks  &  cs 

1,144 

1,971 

1.797 

3,215 

2  304 

2,206 

(Japan)  ..  cs,  &c. 

555 

116 

844 

232 

519 

303 

*  Stock  of  aniseed  and  cassia  0U3  lying  at  Smith's  Wharf  and  Brewer's 
Quay  are  not  included  in  this  return. 

f  Includes  the  quantity  at  Hud  Lion,  Bull, and  Smith  -  Wharves ;  also  the 
Docks. 


A  Foreign'  Office  Paper  estimates  the  yearly  exports  of 
musk  from  Thibet  at  500.000  taels  (7S.000Z.),  and  of  rhubarb 
and  other  drugs  at  30,000  taels   (4,500*!.).     No  regular 

I  official  returns  are  published,  and  the  above  figures  are 

!  approximated. 
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EXPORTS  OF  AMERICAN  PARAFFIN. 

The  export  trade  of  the  United  States  irj  paraffin  and 
paraffin  wax  has  grown  very  rapidly.  This  product  was 
unknown  to  commerce  twenty-five  years  ago,  and  only  fifteen 
years  ago  it  began  to  be  exported.  In  1884  the  exports  of 
this  material  were  more  than  151,875  cwt.,  of  which  142,857 
cwt.  went  to  Great  Britain.  In  the  fiscal  year  1897  the 
American  exports  of  paraffin  and  paraffin  wax  reached  about 
1,125,000  cwt.,  of  which  the  United  Kingdom  took  732,100 
cwt.  In  the  United  States,  consumption  of  the  article  has 
increased  at  a  still  more  rapid  rate,  but  the  production  has 
more  than  kept  pace  with  the  demand. 

ITALIAN  SULPHUR-INDUSTRY. 

Mr.  Consul  Neville-Rolfe,  reporting  on  the  trade  of 
Naples,  says  there  has  lately  been  a  boom  in  the  sulphur- 
industry  owing  to  its  use  in  making  chemical  wood-pulp  for 
paper-mills.  This  boom  has  inspired  confidence  in  the 
owners  of  the  mines  of  Oliveto  Citra,  in  the  province  of 
Salerno,  and  they  have  turned  the  concern  into  a  limited- 
liability  company.  The  chemical  analyses  of  the  samples 
give  from  60  to  75  per  cent,  of  pure  sulphur,  which  has  been 
found  to  be  easily  reducible  to  an  impalpable  powder.  The 
mines  are  the  property  of  the  Societa  Mineralogica  Napoli- 
tana,  and  are  situated  about  six  miles  from  Naples. 

JAPANESE  SULPHUR. 

The  exports  of  sulphur  from  the  port  of  Hakodate  in 
1897  were  6,723  tons,  valued  at  24,386/.,  as  compared  with 
7,992  tons,  valued  at  22,649/.,  in  1896.  The  exportation 
touched  its  highest  point  in  1887-91,  when  the  average 
annual  export  amounted  to  about  17,000  tons  ;  since  that  time 
shipments  have  gradually  decreased.  Owing  to  the  high 
prices  asked  by  holders,  stocks  at  Hakodate  have  accumu- 
lated to  the  extent  of  6,500  tons  during  the  past  two  years. 
This  stock  the  owners  have  now  been  shipping  on  consign- 
ment. Inclusive  of  this  accumulation,  it  is  estimated  that 
the  shipments  for  1898  will  probably  be  about  8,000  or 
9,000  tons,  after  which  the  export  is  expected  to  drop  to  a 
maximum  of  2,000  or  3,000  tons  per  annum.  The  Japanese 
home  demand  for  sulphuric-acid  works  and  other  objects  is 
estimated  at  2,000  to  3,000  tons  per  annum,  and  the  demand 
is  increasing  year  by  year.  It  would  appear  (writes  the 
British  Consul  at  Hakodate)  that  unless  further  and  very 
extensive  deposits  are  discovered,  the  exportation  of  sulphur 
from  Japan  will  soon  virtually  cease. 

AMSTERDAM  DRUG-TRADE. 

The  Amsterdam  Chamber  of  Commerce  have  lately  pub- 
lished their  annual  report  on  the  state  of  trade,  shipping, 
and  industry  of  Amsterdam  in  1897.  Included  in  the  report 
is  a  short  review  of  the  course  of  the  markets  in  leading 
drugs  and  spices  imported  last  year,  from  which  we  make 
the  following  abstract : — 

Benzoin. — Only  97  boxes,  equivalent  to  75  piculs,  were  imported 
here,  while  the  first-hand  stock  on  December  31,  1897,  consisted 
of  580  piculs. 


The  import  in 
Amounted  to 


1896 
1,223 


1895 
2,485 


1894 
1,631 


1893 

659  boxes 


The  average  price  for  almondy  seconds  was  60c.  per  g-kilo.,  against 
65c,  70c,  80c,  in  the  preceding  years.  There  was  an  entire 
absence  of  the  finest  grades. 

Cubebs. — Owing  to  the  unremunerative  prices  which  prevailed 
the  deliveries  in  Amsterdam  exceeded  the  arrivals,  an  event 
which  has  not  happened  for  many  years.  The  imports  consisted 
of  549  bags  of  50  kilos,  each,  against  1,587  in  1896  and  1,021  in 

1895.  The  quotations  per  g-kilo.  were  : — 

End  1897  End  1896  End  1895 

Cultivated  berries    ...    18c  to  20c.  12c  to  14c.  20c  to  23c. 

Coarse  berries         ...    14c.  to  16c  8c.  to  10c  16c  to  18c 

Small  berries                 14c  to  15c.  7c  to  9c.  14c.  to  16c. 

Mixed  berries                12c  to  14c.  4c  to  7c.  9c.  to  12c. 

Kananga  Oil. — The  arrivals  were  449  bottles,  against  2,440  in 

1896,  and  the  stock  on  December  31, 1897,  consisted  of  399  bottles. 


The  demand  was  so  poor  that  the  price  receded  from  9f .  per  bottle 
to  7^f.  for  good  quality. 

Cajwput  Oil. — The  imports  consisted  of— 

In    1897  1896  1895     1894      1893  1892 

3,500  —  13,000    10,700    5,100    5,600  bottles 

The  lowest  rate 

was  170c.  115c.  110c 

The  highest  rate 

was                270c.  140c  115c 


110c 


105c  100c. 


115c.  115c.  120c. 
The  quotation  at  the  opening  of  the  year,  which  was  If.  10c  to 
If.  40c.  per  bottle,  afterwards  rose  to  If.  70c.  to  If.  80c,  owing  to 
scarcity.  Subsequently  some  2,800  bottles  arrived,  and  changed 
hands  at  those  rates.  The  market-price  at  the  close  of  the  year 
was  2f.  60c.  to  2f.  70c  in  second-hand.  There  was  no  stock  in 
first-hand. 

The  imports  of  drugs,  paints,  and  chemicals  to  Amsterdam 
in  1897  amounted  to  42,704/.,  against  39,328/.  in  1896  ;  and 
the  exports  of  similar  goods  to  34,917/.,  against  30,451/.  in 
1896. 

LAGOS  PALM  OIL. 

The  export  of  palm  oil  from  Lagos  showed  a  falling  off 
from  3,154,333  gallons  in  1896  to  1,858,968  gallons  in  1897. 
The  dryness  of  the  seasons  was  chiefly  responsible  for  the 
decrease. 

CHINESE  OPIUM-TAX. 

Sir  Robert  Hart,  the  chief  official  of  the  Chinese  Customs, 
has  proposed  a  tax  on  native  opium  of  60  taels  per  picul 
(1  tael  —  2s.  llffZ.)  at  the  places  where  it  is  grown.  It  is 
estimated  that  some  30,000,000  taels  (about  4,500,000?.) 
might  be  annually  collected  in  this  manner.  The  Tsung-li- 
Yamen  (Foreign  Office)  has  approved,  and  an  Imperial 
rescript  has  ordered  the  Board  of  Revenue  to  consult  with 
the  viceroys  and  governors  of  provinces  on  the  subject. 

BAVARIAN  TRADE  WITH  THE  EAST. 

Chemical- manufacturers  in  the  Bavarian  palatinate  who 
have  a  share  in  the  export- trade  to  India  and  Australia  are 
alive  to  the  importance  of  promptly  executing  their  orders, 
and  to  this  end  they  propose  in  future  to  send  their  goods 
direct  from  Genoa  per  German  mail-steamer,  instead  of  by 
the  longer  route  now  used  up  the  Rhine  to  Antwerp,  whence 
goods  are  usually  transhipped  to  England,  where  they  are 
shipped  direct  by  commission  houses. 

COMMERCIAL  EDUCATION  IN  VIENNA. 

An  institution  called  the  "  Export  Academy "  is  to  be 
opened  in  Vienna  on  October  1,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a 
thorough  commercial  training  to  Austrian  youths.  The 
undertaking  is  the  outcome  of  an  opinion  expressed  by  the 
Emperor  Francis  Joseph,  to  the  effect  that  every  effort 
should  be  made  to  encourage  the  export  of  home  industries, 
and  to  the  attainment  of  that  end  the  younger  members  of 
the  industrial  community  should  receive  a  special  education 
in  commercial  matters,  and  also  to  qualify  them  to  occupy 
the  position  of  a  Consul.  A  subsidy  of  20,000fl.  has  been 
granted  by  the  Government,  and  the  Vienna  Chamber  of 
Commerce  is  also  to  contribute  a  like  sum. 

CEYLON  CUSTOMS-TARIFF  REFORM. 

The  Select  Committee  of  the  Ceylon  Legislative  Council 
appointed  to  inquire  and  report  on  the  question  of  revising 
the  ad  valorem  Customs  import-duty  have  recommended  the 
following  schedule  of  rates  in  lieu  of  the  duties  now  in 
force : — 


Benzoin  ... 
Camphor ... 
Chillies  ... 

Cloves 
Cutch 

Pullers'  earth 
Ginger  (dry) 
Long  pepper 
Whole  pepper 
Mace 


Proposed 
Duty  per 
Cwt. 
r.  c. 
...  1  50 
...  6  50 
...  1  50 
...  1  25 
...  1  70 
...  0  10 
...  0  80 
...  3  0 
...  1  50 
...  10  0 


Castor  oil... 

Sago   

Coriander-seed  ... 
Cumin-seed 
Fennel-seed 
Soap    other  than 
fumed  and  toilet 
Tamarinds 
Turmeric... 


Proposed 
Duty  per 
Cwt. 
r.  c. 
...  1  30 
...  0  35 
...  0  60 
...  1  15 
...    0  75 

0  55 
0  25 
0  75 


per 


These  rates  approach  closely  to  what  has  been  the  duty  on 
the  average  value  of  the  above  articles.  The  matter  will  be 
discussed  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council. 


